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| NTRODUCED BY WHEATLEY, THOVAS, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BALDW N
Bl SHOP, BUNT, BUXTON, CALTAGQ RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER
CORRI GAN, COSTA, CRAHALLA, CRUZ, DERMCDY, DONATUCC ,
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GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HARPER, HERSHEY, JAMES, KI RKLAND, KOTI K,
LEDERER, LEVDANSKY, MANDERI NO, MARKOSEK, M GEEHAN, M LLARD,
MUNDY, MYERS, O NEILL, PALLONE, PETRARCA, PISTELLA, PRESTON
RAVALEY, RElI CHLEY, ROBERTS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER
SCAVELLO, SHANER, SHAPI RO, B. SM TH, STETLER, SURRA, TI GUE,
VEON, WANSACZ, JOSEPHS, HESS, WATERS, W LLI AM5, W0OJNARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, PARKER, SIPTROTH, PICKETT AND ROEBUCK
FEBRUARY 2, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
FEBRUARY 2, 2006
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of February 2006 as "Bl ack Hi story Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

VWHEREAS, Carter G Wodson, noted bl ack schol ar and
hi stori an, founded "Bl ack Hi story Wek," the second week in
February, on February 12, 1926; and

WHEREAS, In 1976 as part of the nation's bicentennial, "Bl ack
H story Week" was expanded and established as "Black History
Mont h" with the hope that through this special observance al
Ameri cans woul d be rem nded of their ethnic roots and devel op a
nmut ual respect for the contributions of all racial groups in
Anerica; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of February is significant and recogni zed
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in African-Anmerican history for the birthdays of great African-
Ameri can pioneers and institutions, such as Frederick Dougl ass,
WE. B. DuBois, Langston Hughes, Eubie Bl ake, the NAACP and the
first Pan-African Congress; and

WHEREAS, African-Americans have endured trenmendous personal,
social, economic and political injustices since the dawn of
t heir enslavenent; and

WHEREAS, |ncreasing intercultural exchange and understandi ng
will lead to the healing of all races; and

WHEREAS, W owe a great deal of gratitude to those persons
who have pioneered the way toward social equality; and

WHEREAS, One such trail blazer was Shirley Chisolm the first
Afri can- Areri can Congressworman, elected in 1968; and

WHEREAS, "Bl ack History Month" draws our collective attention
to the experience of African-Anericans in this country, fromthe
beauty and strength of a people suffering an unjust sentence of
slavery, to the gains during the abolitionist novenent,
i ncluding the 14th Anendnment, to a backl ash of the oppressive
aws of "Jim Crow' which legalized the institutional separation
of the races, to the celebration of |ife and the arts through
t he Harl em Renai ssance, to the nunmerous and significant gains of
freedomby the civil rights novenent and agents of change |ike
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Medgar Evers and Mal col m
X; and

WHEREAS, For the imreasurable struggle of the |eaders,
victinms and silent heroes who have fought to end discrimnation,
hatred, bigotry and segregation, we are all in debt; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

nmont h of February 2006 as "Bl ack Hi story Month" in Pennsyl vani a;
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and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize and
appreciate the many benefits of "Black Hi story Month" to our
citizenry and to our culture in general and urge al
Pennsyl vani ans to take the opportunity during this nonth to

explore this rich history and bring our nation closer to
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realizing racial equity.
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