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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 533 %"

| NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, PERZEL, DeWEESE, BAKER, BALDW N, BARRAR,
BEBKO- JONES, BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, Bl SHOP, BOYD, CALTAG RONE,
CLYMER, CRAHALLA, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, CURRY, DALEY, D VEN,
DONATUCCI , EACHUS, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCH LD, FEESE,
FI CHTER, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, CElI ST, CGEORGE, G LLESPIE,
G NG&RI CH, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERVAN,
HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KENNEY, KOTI K, LEDERER, NAJOR,
MANDERI NO, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, Mcd LL, MJUNDY, PALLONE, PAYNE,
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, RAMALEY, RAPP, RElI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROHRER,
RCSS, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER,
SI PTROTH, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STERN, PARKER, TANGRETTI,
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WALKO, WOJNARCSKI
AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 7, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
DECEMBER 7, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nonth of January 2006 as "d aucona Awar eness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, d aucona is a | eading cause of preventable,
irreversible blindness in the United States; and

WHEREAS, d auconma affects nore than 3 mllion people in the
United States but remains undi agnosed and untreated in nearly
50% of affected individuals; and

WHEREAS, d aucona is a group of eye diseases usually
affecting m ddl e-aged and el derly persons but is also a
congenital and juvenile condition; and

WHEREAS, The Anmerican Acadeny of Ophthal nol ogy and Eye

Doctors recommends that persons at higher risk for glaucona have



a conplete eye exam nation at |east every one to two years; and

WHEREAS, | ndividuals at risk for glauconma include those with
a famly history of the disease, African Americans and Hi spanics
ol der than 40, Caucasi ans ol der than 50, anyone ol der than 40
with a history of mnyopia or nearsightedness and anyone who has
experienced severe eye injury or trauma or with a history of
hi gh bl ood pressure or diabetes; and

WHEREAS, d aucona often goes unnoticed because there are no
apparent synptons in the early stages; and

WHEREAS, Up to 40% of the optic nerve could be damaged before
a patient notices any vision |oss; and

WHEREAS, There is no cure for glaucoma, but the di sease can
be successfully controlled with early diagnosis and treatnent,
i ncl udi ng eye drops and surgery; and

WHEREAS, Wth the aging of Pennsylvania's popul ati on,
especi al |y baby booners, the nunber of gl aucoma cases will
continue to rise, thus presenting social, medical and economc
probl ens; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of January 2006 as "d aucoma Awar eness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a to devel op greater public awareness of the

i nportance of nedical eye care.
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