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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 314 5

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHATTAN, CALTAG RONE, RUBLEY, BALDW N
REI CHLEY, SCAVELLO, PICKETT, HERSHEY, YOUNGBLOOD, CRElI GHTQON,
CAUSER, KI RKLAND, TURZAI, PALLONE, DENLI NGER AND THQOVAS,
MAY 27, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 27, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to study the
feasibility and suitability of |egislation authorizing
public/private partnerships where governnental entities could
enter into agreenents with private concerns to build and
mai nt ai n public buil di ngs.

WHEREAS, There is an increasing public demand for new,
renovat ed and expanded gover nnental buil dings and
infrastructure, especially education facilities; and

WHEREAS, The existing procurenment process is |engthy and
ti me-consunming for the governnmental officials and enpl oyees
i nvolved in the approval, financing and oversight of the
proj ect; and

WHEREAS, The taxpayers are struggling under the ever-

i ncreasi ng cost of designing, constructing, renovating,
expandi ng, equi pping, maintaining and operating public
bui | di ngs; and

WHEREAS, Exi sting provisions in Pennsylvania | aw are

i nadequate to address all governnmental units and have been
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underutilized by the governnental units to which these
provi sions currently apply; and

VWHEREAS, O ficials in other states have enacted |aws to
aut horize public/private partnerships and in sone cases created
state incentives to engage in these partnerships; and

WHEREAS, Federal tax incentives exist to encourage
public/private partnerships for qualifying projects; and

WHEREAS, Aut hori zing public/private partnerships to design,
construct, renovate, expand, equip, maintain and operate public
buildings may result in the availability of such projects in a
nore tinely and | ess costly fashion, thereby serving the public
safety, health and welfare; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
State Governnent Comm ssion to study the feasibility and
suitability of public/private partnershi ps where governnent al
entities could enter into agreenments with private concerns to
build and maintain public buildings; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this study address the follow ng:

(1) The adequacy and effectiveness of current
Pennsyl vani a | aws aut hori zi ng public/private partnerships to
enter into agreenents with private concerns to build and
mai nt ai n public buil di ngs.

(2) The adequacy and effectiveness of laws in other
states authorizing public/private partnerships to enter into
agreenents with private concerns to build and maintain public
bui | di ngs.

(3) Proposed | egislation which would expand the
opportunities for governnmental entities to participate in
public/private partnerships where governnental entities could

enter into agreenents with private concerns to build and
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1 mai ntai n public buildings. This draft |egislation shall:

2 (1) Ensure that agreenents for public/private

3 partnershi ps may only be consi dered by governnent al

4 entities follow ng an appropriate | evel of public

5 di scussi on and scruti ny.

6 (ii) Ensure that agreenents for public/private

7 partnershi ps provide for full disclosure of costs to the

8 governmental entities and the public.

9 (ti1) Include State, county, rmunicipal, schoo
10 district, nmunicipal authority and other governnent al
11 proj ects.

12 (iv) Reference or be integrated into other |aws
13 governing procurenment and related matters for

14 governnmental entities.

15 (v) Facilitate cooperative ventures between

16 governnmental entities;

17 and be it further

18 RESCLVED, That the report of the Joint State Governnent

19 Conm ssion be submtted to the House of Representatives within

20 one year of the adoption of this resolution.
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