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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 243 5

| NTRODUCED BY BROWAE, CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA, DeWEESE, G NGRI CH,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, MANN, MELI O READSHAW RUBLEY, SATHER,
TI GUE, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 12, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 12, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Reconmendi ng to Congress that the cap on the Federal Crine
Victims Fund be elimnated and that the entire anount of
funds deposited into the fund be distributed annually.
VWHEREAS, The Victinms of Crinme Act of 1984 established the
Crime Victinms Fund which is one of the main sources of noney and
support for crinme victins and crinme victins services; and
WHEREAS, The Crinme Victins Fund provides critical funding for
formula grants to states for victimconpensation and victim
assi stance and for Federal discretionary grants, in addition to
earmarks for Federal victimassistance within the United States
Attorneys' Ofices, FBI and VictimNotification System and the
Children's Justice Act; and
WHEREAS, State conpensation prograns pay directly for nedical
care, counseling, |ost wages and funerals for victins of
donestic violence, child abuse, rape and hom ci de; and
WHEREAS, State assistance prograns provide services,

including crisis intervention, counseling, energency shelter,

child care and energency transportation; and
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WHEREAS, Discretionary grants awarded to organi zations fund
denonstration projects, training and ot her assistance to expand
and i nprove the delivery of services to crine victins; and

WHEREAS, All funds placed in the Crine Victins Fund are
derived fromcrimnal fines, forfeited bail bonds, penalty fees
and speci al assessnents collected by the United States
Attorneys' Ofices, the United States courts and the Bureau of
Prisons and does not rely on any tax-generated revenues; and

WHEREAS, States may utilize conpensation grants and victim
assi stance grants over a four-year period, thus enabling themto
pl an and nanage the distribution of funds over tine; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has placed a
budgetary cap on the fund for six successive years, thereby
hol di ng back nore than $1, 267, 000, 000 col | ected for the fund;
and

WHEREAS, Congress has repeatedly affirmed that the cap was
i nposed to ensure that a stable |level of funding remins
avai l able for use to fund crime victimprograns in future years;
and

WHEREAS, The Administration's proposed fiscal year 2006
budget woul d rescind funds that support future Federal, state
and | ocal victimservices by renoving $1, 267, 000, 000 fromthe
Crime Victinms Fund; and

VWHEREAS, A rescission of the fund bal ance would result in no
avai l abl e funding for the fornula or discretionary grant
prograns at the start of fiscal year 2007; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the House of
Representati ves of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania recomend to
Congress that the cap on the Federal Crime Victinms Fund be

elimnated and that the entire anount of funds deposited into
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1 the fund be distributed annually; and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

3 Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a reconmend to Congress that they
4 oppose the Adm nistration's proposal to rescind the Crine

5 Victinms Fund; and be it further

6 RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk of the House of

7 Representatives transmt copies of this resolution to the

8 Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the
9 President pro tenpore of the United States Senate, the

10 Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal Del egation, the Pennsylvania Crine
11 Victim Advocate and the Pennsyl vania Comm ssion on Crinme and
12 Del i nquency.
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