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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 177 “z"

| NTRODUCED BY ARMSTRONG, BARRAR, BENNI NGHOFF, Bl RVELI N, BOYD,

CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, CRAHALLA, CRElIGHTQON, FAI RCH LD, FI CHTER,

FORCI ER, GABI G G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH HERSHEY, JANMES,

W KELLER, KILLION, LEH, METCALFE, R M LLER, MJSTI Q,
PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROHRER, SCHRODER,
STERN, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRUE, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD,
DENLI NGER, Cl VERA, RAPP, FLEAGLE, FLI CK, BASTI AN, BROWME,
HARPER AND PAYNE, MARCH 29, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 30, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Establ i shing a select conmttee to exam ne the academn c
at nosphere and the degree to which faculty have the
opportunity to instruct and students have the opportunity to
learn in an environnment conducive to the pursuit of know edge
and truth at State-related and State-owned col | eges and
uni versities and comunity colleges in this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, ACADEM C FREEDOM AND | NTELLECTUAL DI VERSI TY ARE
VALUES | NDI SPENSABLE TO THE AMERI CAN COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI Tl ES;
AND

WHEREAS, FROM I TS FI RST FORMJULATI ON | N THE GENERAL REPORT OF
THE COW TTEE ON ACADEM C FREEDOM AND TENURE OF THE AMERI CAN
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ASSCCl ATI ON OF UNI VERSI TY PROFESSORS, THE CONCEPT OF ACADEM C
FREEDOM HAS BEEN PREM SED ON THE | DEA THAT HUVAN KNOW.EDGE IS A
NEVER- ENDI NG PURSUI T OF THE TRUTH, THAT THERE IS NO HUMANLY
ACCESSI BLE TRUTH THAT IS NOT, I N PRI NCI PLE, OPEN TO CHALLENGE,
AND THAT NO PARTY OR | NTELLECTUAL FACTI ON HAS A MONOPCOLY ON
W SDOM  AND

WHEREAS, ACADEM C FREEDOM IS LI KELY TO THRI VE I N AN
ENVI RONVENT OF | NTELLECTUAL DI VERSI TY THAT PROTECTS AND FOSTERS
| NDEPENDENCE OF THOUGHT AND SPEECH, AND

WHEREAS, STUDENTS AND FACULTY SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM THE
| MPOSI TI ON OF | DEOLOGE CAL ORTHODOXY, AND FACULTY MEMBERS HAVE
THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY TO NOTI' TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEI R AUTHORI TY

PCSI TI ON TO | NTRODUCE | NAPPROPRI ATE OR | RRELEVANT SUBJECT MATTER

QUTSI DE THEI R FI ELD OF STUDY; THEREFORE BE I T
RESOLVED, THAT A SELECT COWMM TTEE COVPOSED OF THE
SUBCOW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON OF THE EDUCATI ON COWM TTEE,
PLUS ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES AND ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, exam ne, study and informthe
House of Representatives on matters relating to the academ c
at nosphere and the degree to which faculty have the opportunity
to instruct and students have the opportunity to learn in an
envi ronnment conducive to the pursuit of know edge and truth and
t he expression of independent thought at State-rel ated and
St at e-owned col | eges, universities and community coll eges,
i ncluding, but not limted to, whether:
(1) faculty are hired, fired, pronoted and granted
tenure based on their professional conpetence and subject
matter know edge and,—n—thehumanities,—soctal—seiences—and

arts— with a view of hel ping students explore and under st and
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vari ous net hodol ogi es and perspecti ves;

(2) students have an academ c environnent, quality life
on canpus and reasonabl e access to afferdable course
materials that create an environnment conducive to | earning,

t he devel opnment of critical thinking and the exploration and
expression of independent thought and that the students are
eval uated based on their subject know edge er—abitityteo
detend—therr—perspecttve—tna—vartous—eourses;, and

(3) THAT STUDENTS ARE GRADED BASED ON ACADEM C MERIT,

W THOUT REGARD FOR | DEOLOG CAL VI EWS, AND THAT academ c

freedomand the right to explore and express i ndependent

t hought is available to and practiced freely by faculty and

students;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Speaker CHAI RVAN OF THE SUBCOVM TTEE ON
H GHER EDUCATI ON OF THE EDUCATI ON COWM TTEE of the House of
Represent ati ves appeint—the—ehairman—of the commtteefromanbng
the—rerbers—of—the SHALL BE CHAI RVAN OF THE SELECT commi tt ee,
that comm ttee vacancies not affect the power of the remaining
menbers to execute comm ttee functions and that comittee
vacancies be filled in the same manner as the ori ginal
appoi ntnment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take

testinmony and conduct investigations within this Cormonweal th as

necessar y,—each—comm-tteenerber—havi-ng—the power—to—adm-nister

I | aff ) ) ) bef I
commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk, with the Speaker's approval,
pay for the reasonabl e, appropriate and proper expenses incurred

by the conmittee; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings

and any reconmendations for renedial |egislation and other

1
2
3 appropriate action by June 30, 2006, and that the commttee may
4 extend the investigation for additional tine, if necessary, but
5

no |l ater than Novenmber 30, 2006.
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