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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 177 “z"

| NTRODUCED BY ARMSTRONG, BARRAR, BENNI NGHOFF, Bl RVELI N, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, CRAHALLA, CRElIGHTQON, FAI RCH LD, FI CHTER
FORCI ER, GABI G G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOCDVAN, HERSHEY, JANMES,
W KELLER, KILLION, LEH, METCALFE, R M LLER, MJSTI G
PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROHRER, SCAVELLQ
SCHRCODER, SHANER, STERN, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRUE
WLT, YOUNGBLOCOD AND DENLI NGER, MARCH 29, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 29, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Establ i shing a select conmttee to exam ne the academn c

at nosphere and the degree to which faculty have the

opportunity to instruct and students have the opportunity to

learn in an environnment conducive to the pursuit of know edge

and truth at State-related and State-owned col | eges and

uni versities and comunity colleges in this Commonweal t h.

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives establish a
select conmmittee of seven nenbers, four fromthe mpjority party
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
three fromthe mnority party appointed by the Mnority Leader,
to exam ne, study and informthe House of Representatives on
matters relating to the academ c atnosphere and the degree to
whi ch faculty have the opportunity to instruct and students have
the opportunity to learn in an environment conducive to the
pursuit of know edge and truth and the expression of independent

t hought at State-related and State-owned col |l eges, universities

and community colleges, including, but not limted to, whether:
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(1) faculty are hired, fired, pronoted and granted
tenure based on their professional conpetence and subject
matter know edge and, in the humanities, social sciences and
arts, with a view of hel ping students expl ore and under st and
vari ous net hodol ogi es and perspecti ves;
(2) students have an academ c environnent, quality life
on canpus and reasonabl e access to affordabl e course
materials that create an environnment conducive to | earning,
t he devel opnment of critical thinking and the exploration and
expression of independent thought and that the students are
eval uated based on their subject know edge or ability to
defend their perspective in various courses; and
(3) academc freedomand the right to explore and
express i ndependent thought is available to and practiced
freely by faculty and students;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
appoint the chairman of the commttee from anong the nenbers of
the commttee, that commttee vacancies not affect the power of
the remai ni ng nmenbers to execute commttee functions and that
commttee vacancies be filled in the same manner as the original
appoi ntnment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and conduct investigations within this Cormonweal th as
necessary, each conm ttee nmenber having the power to adm nister
oaths and affirmations to w tnesses appearing before the
conmittee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk, with the Speaker's approval,
pay for the reasonabl e, appropriate and proper expenses incurred

by the conmittee; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings
and any reconmendations for renedial |egislation and other
appropriate action by June 30, 2006, and that the commttee nmay

extend the investigation for additional time, if necessary, but
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no |l ater than Novenmber 30, 2006.
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