PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 450 PRINTER S NO. 1617

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. /5 %

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, D. EVANS, BAKER, BALDW N, BLACKWELL, BOYD,
BROMWNE, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, CORRI GAN,
CRAHALLA, CRUZ, CURRY, DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, EACHUS,
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FLI CK, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE
GERGELY, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOOD, GOODMAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI,
HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KILLIQON, LaGROITA,
LEDERER, LEVDANSKY, MACKERETH, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKGSEK,
MARSI CO, Ml LHATTAN, MELIO, R M LLER, MJSTI O NAILOR,
O NEI LL, PETRARCA, PETRI, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
PI STELLA, REED, RElI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER
SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, SEMVEL, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STERN, STURLA,
SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WALKO, WANSACZ,
WLT AND WOINAROSKI , FEBRUARY 14, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 12, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Est abli shing a bipartisan and i ntergovernnmental comm ssion

consi sting of representatives of public and private sectors

to make reconmendations that wi Il provide guidance for

adm ni strative and | egislative changes to inprove the

econoni ¢ conpetitiveness of this Coormonwealth's cities,

bor oughs and rural comunities.

WHEREAS, The economic health and conpetitiveness of this
Commonweal th is a top priority; and

WHEREAS, Thi s Commonweal th has net popul ation migration from
its cities, boroughs and rural conmunities to outlying areas,
consunmi ng agricultural |ands and ot her open spaces; and

WHEREAS, Popul ation loss fromthe cities, boroughs and rural
conmuni ties causes the decline of those communities and their

tax bases, weakening their abilities to conpete; and
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WHEREAS, Commonweal th | aws, policies and investnents can
significantly inpact devel opnental trends; and
WHEREAS, Commonweal th | aws, policies and investnents can
pronot e econom ¢ conpetitiveness and i npact the health of its
cities, boroughs and rural conmunities; and
WHEREAS, CGovernnental decisions can mtigate or even reverse
t he devel opnental trends of outward migration fromcities,
bor oughs and rural comrunities; and
WHEREAS, Nunerous studies, hearings and forunms from academ a,
research organi zations, interest groups, governnental agencies,
associ ations and ot hers have denonstrated areas of i nprovenent
for governnental policies and investnents; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a bipartisan and intergovernnental conm ssion
consi sting of representatives of public and private sectors to
revi ew t hese published studies, reports and docunents, conpare
themto current Cormonweal th |aws, policies, practices and
i nvestnments and nmake recomrendations that will provide guidance
for adm nistrative and | egi sl ative changes to inprove the
econoni ¢ conpetitiveness of the cities, boroughs and rural
comunities of this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the conm ssion's recomendati ons include, but
not be limted to, those which
(1) provide an overarching vision for how funds and
deci si ons shoul d be targeted;
(2) provide a clear mechani smfor understandi ng how
funds are currently spent and where;
(3) list ways to pronote private sector redevel opnment
opportunities within cities, boroughs and rural comunities;

(4) nmake specific recomrendations for admnistrative
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policies on prograns directly affecting devel opnmental trends;
(5) establish a system for ongoing program eval uati on;
and
(6) nmake recomendations for statutory changes that nmay

be necessary to mtigate or reverse these trends;

and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion be conprised of nenbers as

foll ows:

(1) Four nenbers to be appointed by the Governor, wth
at | east three appointnments being nenbers of the general
public, including one fromthe governing body of a
muni ci pality, one fromthe busihress—cormmunity MEMBERSH P OF
THE PENNSYLVANI A ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT ASSOCI ATI ON and one
froma Statew de nonprofit organization with rel ated
experti se.

(2) Fwe THREE nmenbers to be appointed by the President
pro tenpore of the Senate and t+we THREE nenbers to be
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
with no nore than enre—appeintrent TWO APPO NTMENTS from each
authority being a State governnental official or enployee.

(3) Fwe THREE nenbers to be appointed by the Majority
Leader of the Senate and twe THREE nenbers to be appoi nted by
the Mnority Leader of the Senate, with no nore than ene
appoetntrent TWO APPO NTMENTS from each authority being a
St ate governnental official or enployee.

(4) Fwe THREE nenbers to be appointed by the Majority
Leader of the House of Representatives and t+we THREE nenbers
to be appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of

Representatives with no nore than enre—appeintrent TWO
APPO NTMENTS from each authority being a State governnent al
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of ficial or enployee.

A (5) The Secretary of Conmunity and Economi c <—
Devel opnent, the Secretary of Environnental Protection, the

Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of the Budget—the <—

i : ks . oy i e | .
and—communi-ty—develeprent AND THE SECRETARY OF LABOR AND <—

| NDUSTRY, or their designees, who shall serve as ex officio,

nonvoti ng nmenbers for the purpose of providing staff support;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the appointnents to the comm ssion be nade
wi thin 30 days of the adoption of this resolution by the Senate
and the House of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion elect a chairman by ngjority
vote of its nmenbers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion nmake a report of its findings
and recomrendations to the Governor and the General Assenbly by
Novenber 30, 2006, on which date the conm ssion shall cease to

exist; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the chairman rely—en—the—existihrgstatf—eofthe <—

out—or—hi+e UTI LI ZE THE PENNSYLVANI A JO NT STATE GOVERNMENT <—
COW SSI ON STAFF AND MAY CONTRACT OUT OR HI RE ADDI Tl ONAL st af f

for performance of the adm nistrative duties required by this
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resol ution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the necessary and reasonable costs and
expenditures of the comm ssion be authorized to be paid from
funds al ready appropriated by the General Assenbly to the Ofice
of the Budget and the Ofice of Adm nistration; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion conply with all the duties and

responsi bilities of a covered agency under 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7
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(relating to open neetings).
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