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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 3024 >3

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, CALTAG RONE, COHEN, FABRI ZI O FAI RCHI LD,
FLAHERTY, FREEMAN, GEORCE, GRUCELA, JAMES, KOTI K, M GEEHAN
PARKER, B. SM TH, STURLA, THOVAS, VI TALI, WALKO AND
YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 17, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
OCTOBER 17, 2006
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AN ACT
Establ i shing a | ending programin Comonweal th libraries for
electricity nmeters; creating a grant; and making an
appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Electricity
Met er Lendi ng Program Act.
Section 2. Purpose.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) There is an increasing need for the depl oynent of
i nnovati ve technol ogi es that hel p Pennsylvania citizens to
shift or reduce their power consunption and costs.
(2) It is the intent of this act to expand electricity
nmet er use and provi de an expense-free and effortless way for

residents to di scover the anount of electricity used by plug-

i n appliances throughout the hone.
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(3) It isthe intent of this act to encourage consumers
to beconme nore informed energy users and nake deci sions that
wi |l reduce energy consunption, as well as encourage citizens
to consi der newer high-efficiency appliances.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Electricity meter." An electronic device that neasures the
anount of electrical energy of a household appliance in kil owatt
hour s.

"Grant." A grant issued under the Electricity Meter Lending
Program est abl i shed under this act.

“"Library.” A local public library that receives funding from
t he Commonweal t h.

"Office." The Ofice of Commonwealth Libraries within the
Depart ment of Education of the Conmonweal t h.

"Program ™ The Electricity Meter Lending Program established
under this act.

Section 4. Electricity Meter Lending Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the
Electricity Meter Lending Programwi thin the Ofice of
Commonweal th Libraries. The purpose of the programis to provide
grants to libraries to provide electricity neters to lend to the
publi c.

(b) Eligibility.--Alibrary that receives funding fromthe
Commonweal th is eligible to apply for a grant for funds to
purchase electricity nmeters and lend the electricity neters to
the public. A nmunicipality in which a library is |ocated may

al so apply for a grant for the library. The office, inits
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di scretion, shall determ ne the amobunt of the grant allocated to
a library. The office shall consider the popul ation of the
library's service area and may establish additional criteria for
awar di ng the grants.

(c) Requirenents.--Alibrary receiving a grant shall use the
funds to purchase electricity neters and conply with the
provi sions of section 5. The office shall nonitor and verify
fulfillment of all of the requirenments under this act.

Section 5. Electricity nmeter |ending.

(a) Electricity meter lending.--A library receiving a grant
shall offer electricity meters for loan to the public.

(b) Programmaterials.--The office shall provide and a
library receiving a grant shall make available to the public al
of the followi ng material s:

(1) Sinple operating instructions for electricity

net ers.

(2) Information on howto calculate the cost of using
any appliance based on the readi ng on the device.
(3) Energy conservation information.

(c) Training.--At |east one enployee of a library receiving
a grant shall be know edgeabl e about the electricity nmeter. A
public utility providing electric service in the nunicipality
where the library is lIocated shall offer training to library
enpl oyees in the use of electricity neters.

(d) Procedures.--A library shall establish procedures for
the lending of electricity nmeters to the public.

Section 6. Administration.

(a) Enforcenent.--The office shall enforce repaynent of a

grant for a library that does not conply with the provisions of

this act, to include use of all |awful collection procedures and
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the use of private collection agencies.

(b) Appeals.--The provisions of this act shall be subject to
2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure of
Commonweal t h agenci es) .

Section 7. Rules and regul ations.

The office may promul gate rules and regul ations to adm ni ster
and enforce this act.
Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $30, 000, or as much thereof as may be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Ofice of Conmonweal th Libraries
wi thin the Departnent of Education for the fiscal year July 1,
2007, to June 30, 2008, to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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