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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 28506 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, FLEAGLE, R M LLER, O NEILL, GRUCELA,
MUNDY, PALLONE, STURLA, ARGALL, BARRAR, Bl ANCUCCI
CALTAG RONE, CRAHALLA, DALEY, FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, FREENMAN
GEl ST, GEORGE, GOODMVAN, HESS, MANN, M1 LHATTAN, PETRONE
RUBLEY, SAYLCOR, SIPTROTH, SONNEY, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS AND
TI GUE, JUNE 29, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 29, 2006

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," establishing the H gh School Redesign
Commi ssion and providing for its powers and duti es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XVI-C

H GH SCHOOL REDESI GN COVM SSI ON

Secti on 1601-C. H gh School Redesi gn Conmi ssi on.

There is hereby established an i ndependent comm ssi on under

the sole jurisdiction of the General Assenbly whose purpose it

shall be to collect, review analyze and reconmmend strategi es

for the General Assenbly and school districts to pronpte and
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i mprove hi gh school student performance and to achi eve

efficiencies in the delivery of secondary educati on. The

commi ssi on shall nake recommendati ons to the General Assenbly

(1) Ildentify strateqgies for incentives within the State

(2) Devel op Statew de educational policy on secondary

education, including, but not limted to, the feasibility and

advi sability of establishing a Statew de core curriculumfor

hi gh school s.

(3) Determne fiscal analysis of each recommendati on or

(4) Adopt quiding principles and prograns that assess

current and future needs of secondary schools and students

and i nprove student success in high schools within this

Commpnweal t h.

Secti on 1602-C. Menber shi p.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The H gh School Redesi gn Conm ssi on shal

be conprised of the foll owi ng persons:

(1) The Governor or his designee.

(2) The Secretary of Education or his designee.

(3) Two nenbers of the State Board of Educati on

desi gnated by the chairman of that board.

(4) A nenber designated by the chancellor of the State

System of Hi gher Educati on.

(5) Two nenbers of |ocal boards of school directors, one

each appointed by the Majority Leader of the Senate and the

Majority Leader of the House of Representatives.

(6) A nenber of a |local workforce i nvest nent board

appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate.
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(7) Two classroomteachers, one each appoi nted by the

Mnority Leader of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the

House of Representatives.

(8) Four representatives of the business conmmunity, one

each appointed by the Majority Leader of the Senate, the

Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, the Mnority

Leader of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(9) One superintendent appoi nted by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives.

(10) The chairman of the Education Committee of the

Senate or his desi gnee.

(11) The chairman of the Education Conmittee of the

House of Representatives or his desi gnee.

(12) The mnority chairnman of the Educati on Conm ttee of

the Senate or his desi gnee.

(13) The mnority chairnman of the Educati on Conm ttee of

the House of Representatives or his designee.

(b)Y Terns.--Each nonl eqi sl ati ve nenber of the conm SSi on

shall serve for a termof two years and may be reappoi nt ed.

Legi sl ati ve and adnmi ni strati ve nenbers may serve for the

duration of their current termof office.

(c) Oficers.--The conm ssion shall select its chai rman and

vice chairman from anong the | eqgi sl ati ve nenbers of the

conmi ssi on.

(d) Quorum--The presence of a majority of the comm ssi on

menbers shall constitute a gquorum Any deci sions of the

commi ssion shall be nade by a majority of the conm ssi on nenbers

appoi nted and serving at that tine.

(e) Expense reinbursenents.--Mnbers shall receive
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rei nbursenent for expenses incurred as part of their official

duti es, but no conpensation shall be paid for attendi ng neeti ngs

of the conm ssion. Rei nbursenents shall be paid for actual

expenses submtted in accordance with the qui delines of the

Executi ve Board and shall be paid fromfunds appropri ated for

this purpose by the General Assenbly.

(f) Initial neeting.--The conm ssion shall convene an

initial neeting within 60 days of the effective date of this

section. The chairman of the Educati on Conm ttee of the House of

Representati ves shall preside at the nmeeting until the el ection

of a chairman at that neeting.

(g) Staff.--The CGeneral Assenbly shall provide sufficient

staff to assist the comm ssion in the fulfillment of its duties.

(h) Meetings.--The conmi ssion shall neet at | east every six

nont hs for the purpose of fulfilling its duties and

responsi bilities.

(i) Reports.--The conmmi ssion shall by Novenber 30 of each

vear prepare and i ssue a report to the Governor and the CGenera

Assenbly reqgarding the | egislative and adm ni strati ve

reconmendati ons for consideration in preparation of the

Commpnweal th's General Fund budget. The first report shall be

i ssued no | ater than Novenber 30 of the year followi ng the first

full year after the effective date of this section.

(i) Accountability block grants.--Any reconmendati ons for

fiscal incentive strategies for high school reform or redesign

shall qualify for accountability bl ock grants under section

2599.2 for up to five years beyond the year of initial

reconmendati on.

Section 1603-C. Conmmi ssi on recomendati ons.

In making its recommendati ons, the comm ssi on shall consi der

20060H2856B4428 - 4 -



1 the follow ng:

2 (1) Strategies for increasing the rigor of the high

3 school curriculum including a study of the feasibility and
4 advisability of establishing a Statew de high school

5 curriculum

6 (2) Strategies for increasing dual enroll nent

7 opportunities for high school students, including, but not

8 l[imted to:

9 (i) Early entry into postsecondary and hi gher

10 education.

11 (ii) The identification of potential funding sources
12 for such dual enrollnent strategies.

13 (iii) Inproved articulation agreenents between

14 secondary school s and postsecondary institutions.

15 (3) Strategies based on scientific research and

16 supporting data that pronote:

17 (i) A strengthening of the Conmonwealth's high

18 school dipl oma _endorsenents.

19 (ii) Better integration of job skill assessnents
20 into high school preparation prograns and initiatives.
21 (iii) Better alignnment of secondary skill and
22 know edge with the skills and know edge of postsecondary
23 institutions.
24 (iv) Inprovenent of the rigor of high schoo
25 curriculum especially establishing a rigorous core
26 curriculum
27 (v) Exploring the advisability and feasibility of
28 testing students at the end of each course that a student
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30 (vi) Reduction in the nunber of students who | eave
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hi gh school prior to graduati on, including those

strategi es that assi st underperforn ng students to nake

progress in order to graduate from hi gh school .

(vii) Innovations to the senior year of high school

in order for the tine spent during that year to be

acadenically notivating and enriching in preparati on of

students for |ife beyond graduati on.

(viii) D ploma options for high school students.

(i x) Assessing students' personal skills early in

their secondary education as a neans of assi Sting

parents, teachers and qui dance counselors in their advice

to hi gh school students regarding their sel ecti on of

acadeni ¢ courses and career goals.

(x) Restructuring or redesi gning secondary school s

by size, popul ati on, grade confi gurati on or other factor,

so long as that redesign or restructuring pronotes

acadenic efficiency and performance.

(4) The fiscal inpact such strategies and initiatives

will cost the Commpbnwealth and its school entities to

i mpl enent. Fi scal notes shall be included in the conm ssion's

annual report.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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