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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2497 =55

| NTRODUCED BY FRANKEL, THOMAS, Bl SHOP, CURRY, JAMES, MANDERI NO,
McGEEHAN, PI STELLA, ROEBUCK AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 13, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 13, 2006
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for definitions and

for sale and transfer of firearns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6102 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding definitions to read:
§ 6102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provi sions of this subchapter which are applicable to specific
provi sions of this subchapter, the follow ng words and phrases,
when used in this subchapter shall have, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwi se, the meanings given to themin this

secti on:

"Assault weapon." The termincludes the foll ow ng:

(1) Any sem automatic pistol or sem autonmti ¢ or punp-

action rifle that is capabl e of accepting a detachabl e

magazi ne and that al so possesses any of the foll ow ng:
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(i) If the firearmis arifle, a pistol grip | ocated

at the rear of the trigger.

(ii) If the firearmis arifle, a stock in any

configuration, including, but not limted to, a thunbhole

stock, a folding stock or a tel escopi ng stock, that

allows the bearer of the firearmto grasp the firearm

with the trigger hand such that the web of the tri gger

hand, between the thunb and forefinger, can be pl aced

bel ow the top of the external portion of the trigger

during firing.

(iii) If the firearmis a pistol, a shoul der stock

of any type or confiquration, including, but not limted

to, a folding stock or a tel escopi ng stock.

(iv) A barrel shroud.

(v) A nuzzle break or nuzzl e conpensat or

(vi) Any feature capable of functioning as a

protruding grip that can be held by the hand that is not

the trigger hand.

(2) Any pistol that is capable of accepting a detachabl e

magazi ne at any | ocati on outside of the pistol grip.

(3) Any semautomatic pistol or any seni autonmati c,

center-fire rifle with a fixed magazi ne that has the capacity

to accept nore than ten rounds of anmuniti on.

(4) Any shotgun capabl e of accepting a detachabl e

(5) Any shotgun with a revol ving cyli nder.

(6) Any conversion kit or other conbi nati on of parts

fromwhich a firearmdescri bed i n paragraphs (1) through (5)

can be assenbled if the parts are in the possessi on or under

the control of any person.
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"Barrel shroud." A covering, other than a slide, that is

attached to or that substantially or conpletely encircles the

barrel of a firearmand that allows the bearer of the firearmto

hold the barrel with the nonshooti ng hand while firing the

firearm w thout burning that hand. The term does not include an

extensi on of the stock along the bottom of the barrel that does

not substantially or conpletely encircle the barrel.

* * %

"Conversion kit." Any part or conbination of parts desi gned

and i ntended for use in converting a firearminto an assaul t

"Det achabl e magazi ne." A nmagazine the function of which is

to deliver one or nbre anmunition cartridges into the firing

chanber of a firearm and which can be renoved fromthe firearm

wi thout the use of any tool, including a bullet or anmmunition
cartridge.

* * *

"Muzzl e brake." A device attached to the nuzzle of a weapon

that utilizes escaping gas to reduce recoil.

"Muzzl e conpensator." A device attached to the nmuzzle of a

weapon that utilizes escaping gas to control nuzzle novenent.

* * %

Section 2. Section 6111(f) of Title 18 is amended to read:
§ 6111. Sale or transfer of firearns.
* x *
(f) Application of section.--
(1) For the purposes of this section only, except as

provi ded by [paragraph (2)] paragraphs (2) and (2.1),

"firearnm shall nean any weapon which is designed to or may
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readily be converted to expel any projectile by the action of
an explosive or the frane or receiver of any such weapon.

(2) The provisions contained in subsections (a) and (c)
shall only apply to [pistols]:

(i) Pistols or revolvers with a barrel |ength of

| ess than 15 inches[, any].

(ii) Any shotgun with a barrel length of |ess than

18 inches[, any].
(iii) Any rifle with a barrel length of |ess than 16

(iv) Any firearmw th an overall length of |ess than

26 i nches.

(v) Any assault weapon.

(2.1) Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provisions of this

section, for purposes of subsection (b) an assault weapon

shall be considered a firearmas defined in section 6102.

(3) The provisions contained in subsection (a) shall not
apply to any | aw enforcenent officer whose current
identification as a | aw enforcenment officer shall be
construed as a valid license to carry a firearmor any person
who possesses a valid license to carry a firearm under
section 6109 (relating to |licenses).

(4) (i) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not

apply to any person who presents to the seller or

transferor a witten statenent issued by the official
descri bed in subparagraph (iii) during the ten-day period
endi ng on the date of the nost recent proposal of such
transfer or sale by the transferee or purchaser stating

that the transferee or purchaser requires access to a

firearm because of a threat to the life of the transferee
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or purchaser or any nmenber of the household of that
transferee or purchaser.

(i1i) The issuing official shall notify the
applicant's local police authority that such a statenent
has been issued. In counties of the first class the chief
of police shall notify the police station or substation
cl osest to the applicant's residence.

(ii1) The statenent issued under subparagraph (ii)
shall be issued by the district attorney, or his
desi gnee, of the county of residence if the transferee or
purchaser resides in a nmunicipality where there is no
chief of police. O herwi se, the statenent shall be issued
by the chief of police in the nmunicipality in which the

pur chaser or transferee resides.

*

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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