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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2085 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, YOUNGBLOGOD, PHI LLIPS, MANN, CALTAG RONE
COHEN, FRANKEL, BELFANTI, CGRUCELA, ROEBUCK, BEBKO- JONES,
JOSEPHS, JAMES, MARKOSEK, HENNESSEY, W LLIAMS, THOVAS, BEYER
PARKER, BLACKWELL AND MANDERI NO, OCTOBER 19, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 19, 2005
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AN ACT
Provi ding for educational grants for mnority students conmtted
to mnority elenentary and secondary education; inposing
powers and duties on the Departnent of Education;
establishing the Mnority Educational Incentive Fund; making
an appropriation; and providing for renedies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mnority
Educati onal Incentive Gant Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"College.” A State-owned institution or a State-rel ated
institution.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the

Commpnweal t h.
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"Fund." The Mnority Educational Incentive Fund established
in section 4.
"Grantee."” An individual awarded a grant under section 5(b).
"Mnority." A group which has a social or economc
di sadvant age because of:

(1) «cultural, racial or chronic econom c circunstances;
or

(2) background.

"State-owned institution.” An institution which is part of
the State System of Hi gher Educati on.
"State-related institution.”™ Any of the follow ng:

(1) The Pennsylvania State University.

(2) The University of Pittsburgh.

(3) Tenple University.

(4) The Pennsylvania Col | ege of Technol ogy.

(5) Lincoln University.

Section 3. Departnent of Education.
The departnent has the follow ng powers and duti es:

(1) Administer this act. This paragraph includes the
power and duty to promnul gate regul ati ons and statenents of
policy.

(2) Uilize the fund under section 4(c).

(3) Formul ate covenants under section 5(c).

(4) Pursue renedi es under section 6.

Section 4. Fund.
(a) Establishnent.--The Mnority Educational I|ncentive Fund
is established as a separate fund in the State Treasury.
(b) Sources.--The followi ng are the sources of the fund:
(1) Appropriations.

(2) Judgnents under section 6.
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(3) Return on noney in the fund.

(c) Use.--The departnment shall use the fund to nmake grants
under section 5.

(d) Continuing appropriation.--The noney in the fund is
continuously appropriated into the fund. This appropriation
shall not | apse at the end of any fiscal year.

Section 5. Gants.

(a) Eligibility.--A grant for tuition aid at a college is
avai l abl e to an individual who neets all of the follow ng:

(1) The individual has 60 credits, or the equival ent, at

a coll ege.

(2) The individual is a nenber of a mnority.

(b) Application and determ nation. --

(1) An individual nmust nmake an application for a grant
by May 31 for the followi ng fiscal year.
(2) By July 31, the departnent shall nake a

determ nation to award the grant or deny the application. The

determ nati on under this paragraph shall be based on all of

t he foll ow ng:

(i) Eligibility under subsection (a).
(i) Availability of noney in the fund.
(3) Failure to nake a determ nation by the date

speci fied in paragraph (2) shall be deened a denial of the

appl i cation.

(c) Covenant.--In order to receive the grant, a grantee nust
enter into a covenant with the departnment to conmmt to teach as
fol | ows:

(1) In an elenentary or a secondary school in this

Commonweal t h approved by the departnent. The departnent's

approval shall be based upon the school having at |east 15%
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of the pupils being nmenbers of the sanme mnority group as the

gr ant ee.

(2) For a period up to five years as determ ned by the
departnment. The department's determ nation shall be based on

t he amount of the grant.

(d) Judicial review. --All of the follow ng are subject to
appeal under 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to judicial
revi ew of Commonweal t h agency action):

(1) A denial under subsection (b)(2) or (3).

(2) A failure to approve under subsection (c)(1).

(3) A determ nation under subsection (c)(2).
Section 6. Renedies.

A grantee who violates a covenant under section 5(c) is
obligated to repay:

(1) The armount of the grant in the proportion that the
| ength of the default caused by the violation bears to the

| ength of the covenant.

(2) Interest at 6% annually fromthe date the violation
begins until final paynment is made.
Section 19. Appropriation.

The sumof $ , is hereby appropriated into the Mnority
Educational Incentive Fund to carry out the provisions of this
act. This appropriation is subject to section 4(d).

Section 20. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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