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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 871 %

| NTRODUCED BY MYERS, LEDERER, JOSEPHS, BLACKWELL, THOVAS, CURRY
FRANKEL, YOUNGBLOOD, KI RKLAND, WASHI NGTON, JAMES, CRUZ
Bl SHOP, OLI VER AND WATERS, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, providing for a limt on handgun
pur chases and sal es; establishing the Violence Prevention
Fund; and further providing for municipal regulation of
firearnms and ammunition.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 6111. 6. Limt on handgun purchases.

(a) Purchase of handgun.--No person nmay purchase nore than

one handgun in this Commonwealth within any 30-day peri od.

(b) Sale of handgun.--No person may sell or cause to be sold

to a person in this Commpnwealth nore than one handgun w t hin

any 30-day peri od.

(c) Exceptions.--

(1) This section shall not apply to purchases by or

sales to the foll ow ng:

(i) Alicensed firearm deal er




1 (ii) Alicensed firearmcollector.

2 (iii) A law enforcenent agency or an_agency

3 aut horized to perform!law enforcenent duties.

4 (iv) State and local correctional facilities.

5 (v) A private security conpany licensed to do

6 busi ness within this Conmonweal t h.

7 (vi) A purchaser or seller of antique firearns.

8 (vii) A person whose handgun is stolen or

9 irretrievably lost if:

10 (A) the person provides the seller with a copy
11 of the official police report of the |Iost or stolen
12 handgun, or a sunmmary of the report on a form

13 provided by the Pennsylvania State Police;

14 (B) the official police report or sunmary

15 contains the nane and address of the handgun owner,
16 t he description of the handgun, the |ocation of the
17 |l oss or theft, the date of the loss or theft and the
18 date the Ioss or theft was reported to the | aw

19 enf orcenent _agency; and
20 (C) the date of the loss or theft as reflected
21 on the official police report or summary occurred
22 within 30 days of the person's attenpt to replace the
23 handgun.
24 (2) The seller shall attach a copy of the official
25 police report or sunmary of the report to the original sales
26 recei pt or other docunent evidencing the original sale and
27 retain it for the period prescribed by regulation of the
28 Pennsyl vania State Poli ce.
29 (d) Gading.--
30 (1) Except as set forth in this subsection, a person
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that viol ates subsection (a) or (b) commts a sunmary offense

and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fi ne of

(2) Except as set forth in paragraph (3), a person that,

after bei ng sentenced under paradgraph (1), viol ates

subsection (a) or (b) conmts a sunmary of f ense and shal |

upon convi ction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $1,000 or to

i mpri sonnent for not nore than 90 days, or both.

(3) A person that, after being sentenced npbre than once

under paragraph (1), viol ates subsection (a) or (b) commits a

felony of the third degree.

(e) Disposition of fines collected.--The court inposing and

collecting a fine under subsection (d) shall transfer the fines

thus collected to the State Treasurer for deposit in the

Vi ol ence Preventi on Fund under subsection (f).

(f) Violence Prevention Fund.--There is established in the

CGCeneral Fund a nonl apsing, restricted recei pt account to be

known as the Viol ence Preventi on Fund. Money in the fund is

her eby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Cri ne and

Del i nquency solely for purposes of violence prevention and youth

vi ol ence prevention, including youth educati on and activities

desi gned to prevent violence and grants to | aw enf orcenent

agenci es for equi pnent and traini ng desi gned to prevent gun-

related injuries.

(g) Notice.--A seller shall notify each prospective

pur chaser that the purchase of nore than one handgun in a 30-day

period is prohibited under this section and of the applicabl e

(h) Handgun purchase history check.--1n addition to any

other duty prescribed by this section, a seller of a handgun
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shal |l request the Pennsyl vania State Police to conduct a handgun

pur chase hi story check to i nvesti gate whether the prospective

handgun purchaser is in conpliance with this section. A handgun

pur chase hi story check shall be conducted in accordance with the

pr ocedur es gover ni ng ot her background checks under this

subchapter. A handgun purchase history shall be conducted at the

sane tine any crinmnal history, juvenile delinquency or nental

health records check is required for a firearm purchase under

this subchapter. Infornmation related to a handgun purchase

provided to the Pennsylvania State Police by a seller nmay be

retai ned by the Pennsylvania State Police as necessary to

nmoni tor conpliance with this section.

(i) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Handgun." Either of the foll ow ng:

(1) A firearmwhich has a short stock and is designed to

be held and fired by the use of a single hand.

(2) Any conbination of parts fromwhich a firearm

descri bed under paragraph (1) can be assenbl ed.

"Pur chase." Does not include the exchange or repl acenent of

a handgun by a seller for a handgun purchased fromthe seller by

t he sane person seeki ng the exchange or replacenent within the

30-day period i nmedi ately precedi ng the date of exchange or

r epl acenent .

Section 2. Section 6126(b)(1) of Title 18 is anended to
read:

8§ 6126. Firearns Background Check Advisory Committee.

* * %

(b) Duties.--To facilitate conpliance with this chapter and
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1 the intent thereof, the Firearns Background Check Advi sory

2 Committee shall, as follows:

3 (1) Review the operations and procedures of the

4 Pennsyl vania State Police relating to the inplenentation and
5 adm nistration of the crimnal history, juvenile delinquency
6 [and], nental health records and handgun purchase history

7 background checks.

8 * x *

9 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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