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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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AN ACT
Aut hori zi ng an advanced pl acenment incentive grant program for
school districts; and providing for the powers and duties of

t he Departnent of Educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Advanced
Pl acenent | ncentive Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advanced pl acenment course.” A high school |evel preparatory
course for advanced pl acenent exam nation that is approved by

the Col | ege Board and Educati onal Testing Service.

"Advanced pl acenent exam nation."” The advanced pl acenent
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exam nation conducted by the Coll ege Entrance Exam nati on Board,
on the basis of which participating institutions of
post secondary educati on award postsecondary academ c credit.

"Col | ege board."” The Coll ege Board and Educational Testing
Servi ce.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Low i ncome student.” A high school student who is eligible
for Federal free or reduced neal prograns or attends a school
where at |east 75% of all students enrolled are eligible for
Federal free or reduced neal prograns.

"Program " The Advanced Pl acenent |ncentive G ant Program
establ i shed under section 3 (relating to Advanced Pl acenent
I ncentive Grant Progran.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 3. Advanced Placenent Incentive G ant Program

The Advanced Pl acenment Incentive Grant Programis established
to assist school districts with the costs of advanced pl acenent
exam nation fees for |owincone students, teacher training and
mat eri al s necessary to offer advanced pl acenment courses in high
school. The program shall be adm nistered by the departnent.
Section 4. Procedure.

(a) Applications.--

(1) School districts may apply to the departnent for
grants pursuant to section 3 (relating to Advanced Pl acenent
Incentive Grant Progran) based on the nunber of |owincone
students in the district enrolled in advanced pl acenent
courses who will take the next offered advanced pl acenent
exam nati ons.

(2) A school district that applies to the departnent
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under this subsection nust designate school district staff to

whom | ow-i ncone students may submt applications for grants

and nmust institute a plan to notify such students of the

avai lability of financial assistance pursuant to this

secti on.

(b) Right to apply.--Any | owincone student who is enrolled
in an advanced pl acenent course may apply to the designated
school district staff for a grant pursuant to this section.

(c) Cooperation anong school districts.--School districts
may j oin together and form col |l aboratives or consortia in order
to participate in the program
Section 5. Gants for advanced pl acenent teacher training and

instructional materials.

School districts may apply to the departnent for grants
pursuant to section 3 (relating to Advanced Pl acenent |ncentive
Grant Progran) for the purpose of teacher training, equipnment
and instructional materials necessary to provi de advanced
pl acenent courses and to assist |lowincone students with the
costs associ ated with advanced pl acenent exam nati ons.

Section 6. Report.

No | ater than January 1, 2007, the secretary shall submt a
report to the General Assenbly describing the effectiveness of
the program The report shall include, but not be limted to:

(1) The total nunber of pupils participating in advanced
pl acenent exam nations, separately identifying the nunber of

| ow-i nconme students, and any increase in those nunbers as a

result of the grants made avail abl e pursuant to section 3

(relating to Advanced Pl acenent |ncentive G ant Program.

(2) The performance and pass rates on advanced pl acenent

exam nations on the part of |owincone students, including
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1 any increase in those rates.

2 (3) The nunber of pupils receiving financial assistance
3 pursuant to section 3.

4 (4) The nunber of |owincone students in advanced

5 pl acenent prograns who enroll in higher education

6 institutions, separated by sector.

7 (5) The nunber of |owincone students who have passed an
8 advanced pl acenent exam nation with a score of three or

9 better in any subject area and have taken an advanced
10 pl acenent course in that subject.
11 Section 7. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect July 1, 2005, or inmediately,

13 whichever is later.
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