PRINTER S NO. 606

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 558 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUCELA, BLAUM CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA,
FRANKEL, FREEMAN, JOSEPHS, STERN, THOVAS, Tl GUE, BOYD,
CREI GHTON, DALLY, GEORGE, GOOD, HARHAI, HUTCH NSON
R MLLER, SATHER, TANGRETTI, JAMES, PISTELLA, FABRI ZI O AND
YUDI CHAK, FEBRUARY 15, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 15, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for adoption

definitions; and establishing the Pennsylvani a Adoption

Informati on Retrieval System

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2102 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 2102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this part shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"PAIRS." The Pennsyl vani a Adopti on Informati on Retri eval

System establi shed in section 2911 (relating to PARS).

* * %

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:



§ 2911. PAIRS

(a) Establishnent.--1n order to develop nore reliable data

on adoption practices and to i nprove the anal ysis of trends and

i ssues in adoptions, the Departnent of Public Welfare shal

to serve as a Statewi de data coll ection and reporti ngq system for

noni dentifying, statistical information reqgardi ng adopti ons.

(b) Data.--On a quarterly basis, the court, in cooperation

1
2
3
4
5 establish the Pennsylvania Adoption Information Retrieval System
6
7
8
9

with the agency or internediary that facilitated the adopti on,

10 shall forward to the departnent the foll ow ng:

11 (1) A formunder subsection (d) for each adoption

12 finalized by the court during the reporting period.

13 (2) The total nunber of adoptions during the reporting
14 period.

15 (c) Duty of adoption agency and internediary.--1t is the

16 responsibility of the agency or internediary that facilitated

17 the adoption to cooperate to the full est extent possible in

18 providing the court any informati on concerni ng the adopti on

19 which is requested by the departnent.

20 (d) Forns.--The departnent shall devel op an adopti on data

21 formand distribute the formto each court of conmmpn pl eas. The

22 formshall require the foll owi ng nonidentifying i nformati on:

23 (1) The child's birth date, race and place of birth.

24 (2) The birth date and race of the birth parents.

25 (3) The birth date and race of the adoptive parents.

26 (4) Whether the adoptive parent is a stepparent, foster
27 parent _or relative of the child and, if the adoptive parent
28 is arelative of the child, the relationship.

29 (5) Whether parental rights were term nated voluntarily
30 or _involuntarily, including the date or dates when rights
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1 wer e tern nated.

2 (6) Whether each birth parent consented to the adoption
3 and the date the consent was entered.

4 (7) Wether and for how long the child was in the

5 custody of an agency or in private placenent before the

6 adoption was finalized.

7 (8) The date the court entered the adoption decree.

8 (9) Wether the child was eligible for and received

9 adoption assistance and what type of assistance, if any.

10 (10) Any other information that the departnent may
11 require by regul ation.
12 (e) Report.--No later than May 1 of each year, the
13 departnent shall subnmit to the Governor, the Secretary of the
14 Senate, the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives and the
15 Adnministrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts a report on PAIRS
16 based upon the statistical information received under subsection
17 (b). The departnent shall include in the report any anal yses of
18 the data or recommendati ons which it deens appropriate.
19 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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