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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 298 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, YOUNGBLOOD, WASHI NGTON, TI GUE,
THOMAS, PI STELLA, MELI O, McCALL, HARHAI, BELFANTI AND
CALTAG RONE, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An
act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and
consolidating the I aw providing for the incorporation of
i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ation, supervision, and
protection of hone and foreign insurance conpanies, Lloyds
associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and
fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and
supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,
associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
the State Wrknen's Insurance Fund; providing penalties; and
repeal ing existing |aws, providing for a conscience
protection clause in nanaged care plans.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 2114. Consci ence Protection.--(a) A managed care

pl an may not exclude, discrimnate agai nst or penalize a

provider for its refusal to allow perform participate in or

refer for health care services when the refusal of the provider

is by reason of noral or religious grounds if that provider
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makes available the infornmation to enrollees or, if applicable,

prospecti ve enrol |l ees.

(b)Y The follow ng shall apply:

(1) No public institution, public official or public agency

may i npose penalties, take disciplinary acti on agai nst or deny

or limt public funds, |licenses, authorizations or other

approval s or docunents of qualification to any person,

associ ation or corporation attenpting to establish a plan, or

operati ng, expandi ng or inproving an exi sting pl an, because the

person, association or corporation refuses to pay for or arrange

for the paynent of any particular formof health care services

or other services or supplies covered by other plans when the

refusal is by reason of objection thereto on noral or religi ous

(2) An enroll ee, under a managed care plan which has a

contract with the Departnent of Public Welfare to provide

medi cal assi stance benefits through a capitati on pl an and whi ch

refuses on noral or religious grounds to provide fam |y pl anni ng

service shall be entitled to obtain direct access to famly

pl anni nqg services, including prescriptions, froma doctor,

clinic or pharmacy, that is Medicaid qualified to provide those

services on a fee-for-service basis billed directly by the

provider to the State Medicaid program An enroll ee under this

type of plan seeking famly planning services shall not be

required to seek a prior approval or referral froma prinary

care provider.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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