PRINTER S No. 305

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 282 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI, FRANKEL, CALTAG RONE,
HARHAI , LEDERER, Tl GUE, TANGRETTI, MELI O PI STELLA,
YOUNGBLOOD, THOVAS, STERN AND MARKOSEK, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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AN ACT
Amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 75
(Vehi cl es) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated Stat utes,
providing for famly reporting of drivers with disabilities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 7104. Fam |y reporting of disabled drivers.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as set forth in subsection (b), an

action arising out of the use of a notor vehicle by an

i ndi vi dual other than the defendant shall be barred if the

def endant has, prior to the use of the notor vehicle which gave

rise to the action, filed a report under 75 Pa.C.S. § 1518(c. 1)

(relating to reports on nental or physical disabilities or

di sorders).

(b) Exception.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to a

def endant who was a passenger in the nptor vehicle at the tine

of the use of the notor vehicle which gave rise to the action.




Section 2. Section 1508(a) of Title 75 is amended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:

§ 1508. Exam nation of applicant for driver's |icense.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every applicant for a driver's |icense
shall be exam ned for the type or class of vehicles that the
applicant desires to drive. The exam nation shall include a
physi cal exam nation, a screening test of the applicant's
eyesight and a test of the applicant's ability to read and
understand official traffic-control devices, know edge of safe
driving practices and the traffic |aws of this Conmonweal th, and
shall include an actual denonstration of ability to exercise
ordi nary and reasonable control in the operation of a notor
vehicle of the type or class of vehicles for which the applicant
desires a license to drive. If the departnment finds it necessary
to further determne an applicant's fitness to operate a notor
vehi cl e safely upon the hi ghways the departnment nmay require one
or nore of the follow ng types of exam nations:

* * %

(4) A test to determine if an applicant is subject to

fati gue, periods of denentia or nenory |oss, which nmay result

in the inability to safely operate a notor vehicle.

* * %

Section 3. Section 1518(d) and (e) of Title 75 are anmended
and the section is amended by addi ng a subsection to read:
§ 1518. Reports on nental or physical disabilities or
di sorders.

* * %

(c.1.) Reports by fam ly nenbers. - -

(1) A relative of an individual with a driver's |license

may file a report with the departnent on the possible
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1 disability of the |icensee.

2 (2) A report under paragraph (1) nust state all of the
3 foll owi ng:

4 (i) The nane of the |licensee.

5 (ii) The fact that the |licensee has a valid driver's
6 license.

7 (iii) The nane _and address of the reporter.

8 (iv) That the reporter reasonably and in good faith
9 believes that the driver cannot safely operate a notor
10 vehicle.

11 (v) That the belief under subparagraph (iv) is based
12 upon:

13 (A) personal observation;

14 (B) denonstrative nedical evidence; or

15 (©) docunentary evidence about the driver's

16 traffic citation history.

17 (3) The age of the driver, alone, does not justify

18 filing a report under this subsection.

19 (4) The departnent is not required to accept for filing
20 nore than one report of an individual in a 12-nonth peri od.
21 (5) A report under this subsection is subject to 18
22 Pa.C.S. 8 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to
23 authorities).
24 (6) As used in this subsection, the term"relative"
25 nmeans a spouse or _a sibling, lineal ancestor or |ineal
26 descendant, by consanquinity, affinity or adoption.
27 (d) Confidentiality of reports.--
28 (1) The reports required by this section shall be
29 confidential and, except as set forth in subsection (e),
30 shall be used solely for the purpose of determ ning the
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1 qgual i fications of any person to drive a notor vehicle on the
2 hi ghways of this Comonweal t h.

3 (2) Except as set forth in subsection (e), the identity
4 of the individual filing a report under subsection (c.1)

5 shall remain confidential.

6 (e) Use of report as evidence.--No report forwarded under

7 the provisions of this section shall be used as evidence in any
8 civil or crimnal trial except in any proceedi ng under:

9 (1) 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904; or
10 (2) section 1519(c) (relating to determ nation of
11 i nconpet ency) .
12 * x *
13 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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