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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 252 5

| NTRODUCED BY REI CHLEY, DeWEESE, BAKER, JAMES, BALDW N, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, DALLY, GOOD, GOODNMAN, GRUCELA, HERMAN,
HESS, HUTCH NSON, W KELLER, MACKERETH, MARKGOSEK, M CALL
Mol LHATTAN, NI CKOL, PICKETT, READSHAW RUBLEY, SHANER
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, TIGUE, TURZAI, WATSON AND FRANKEL,
MARCH 29, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, MARCH 29, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), entitled,

2 as anmended, "An act relating to the finances of the State

3 government; providing for the settlenent, assessnent,

4 collection, and Iien of taxes, bonus, and all other accounts
5 due the Commonweal th, the collection and recovery of fees and
6 ot her noney or property due or belonging to the Comonweal th,
7 or any agency thereof, including escheated property and the
8 proceeds of its sale, the custody and di sbursenment or other
9 di sposition of funds and securities belonging to or in the
10 possessi on of the Conmonweal th, and the settlenment of clains
11 agai nst the Conmonweal th, the resettlenent of accounts and
12 appeals to the courts, refunds of noneys erroneously paid to
13 t he Commonweal th, auditing the accounts of the Commonweal th
14 and all agencies thereof, of all public officers collecting
15 noneys payable to the Commonweal th, or any agency thereof,

16 and all receipts of appropriations fromthe Commonweal t h,

17 aut hori zing the Commonweal th to issue tax anticipation notes
18 to defray current expenses, inplenenting the provisions of

19 section 7(a) of Article VIIl of the Constitution of
20 Pennsyl vani a aut hori zing and restricting the incurring of

21 certain debt and inposing penalties; affecting every

22 departnment, board, conm ssion, and officer of the State

23 government, every political subdivision of the State, and
24 certain officers of such subdivisions, every person,

25 associ ation, and corporation required to pay, assess, or

26 coll ect taxes, or to nmake returns or reports under the |aws
27 i nposi ng taxes for State purposes, or to pay license fees or
28 ot her nmoneys to the Commonweal th, or any agency t hereof,

29 every State depository and every debtor or creditor of the

30 Commonweal th," further providing for disposition of the



Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1703-A of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.343, No.176), known as The Fiscal Code, added June 29, 2002
(P.L.614, No.91), is anended to read:

Section 1703-A. Disposition of Budget Stabilization Reserve
Fund.

(a) Purpose.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly that:

(1) Mney fromthe Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund be
appropriated only when energencies involving the health,
safety or welfare of the residents of this Conmonweal th or
downturns in the econony resulting in significant
unanti ci pated revenue shortfalls cannot be dealt w th through
t he normal budget process.

(2) Mney in the Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund shal
not be used prinmarily to begin new prograns but to provide
for the continuation of vital public prograns in danger of
being elimnated or severely reduced due to financial
probl ens resulting fromthe econony.

(b) Appropriation.--[Wenever]

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), whenever the

Governor determ nes that an appropriation fromthe Budget
Stabilization Reserve Fund is necessary to neet energencies
involving the health, safety or welfare of the residents of
this Cormonweal th or to counterbal ance downturns of the
econony which result in significant unanticipated revenue
shortfalls, the Governor shall present a request for an
appropriation along with the specifics of the proposal and

suggested ancillary and substantive | egislation as may be
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1 necessary to the chairman of Appropriations Conmttee of the
2 Senate and the chairman of the Appropriations Cormttee of

3 t he House of Representatives. The General Assenbly may then
4 t hrough approval of a separate appropriation bill by a vote
5 of two-thirds of the nenbers elected to the Senate and the

6 House of Representatives appropriate noney fromthe Budget

7 Stabilization Reserve Fund to neet the needs identified in

8 t he Governor's proposal. Any noney appropriated according to
9 this section which has then | apsed shall be returned to the
10 Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund.

11 (2) Wthin ten days of the creation of the Disease

12 Managenent Tax Credit Fund, the anount of $20, 000, 000 shal
13 be transferred fromthe Budget Stabilization Reserve Fund to
14 t he Di sease Managenent Tax Credit Fund.

15 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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