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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 178 %

| NTRODUCED BY Di G ROLAMO, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N, BASTI AN,
BEBKO- JONES, BLAUM BROWNE, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
CAUSER, CI VERA, CLYMER, CRAHALLA, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY,
DeLUCA, FI CHTER, FRANKEL, GEI ST, G LLESPIE, G NGRICH,
GODSHALL, GOODVAN, HARHART, HERSHEY, JAMES, M KELLER,
KENNEY, KI RKLAND, LaGROITA, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, MARSI CO
McCALL, McdE LL, MJUNDY, O NEILL, PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
Pl STELLA, RAYMOND, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, RUBLEY, RUFFI NG
SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, TANGRETTI
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, WATSOQN,
VRl GHT, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, FEBRUARY 1, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 1, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for Ofice for Safe

School s; and encouragi ng the establishnent of pupil

harassnent, bullying and intimdation policies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1302-A(c) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended June 26, 1999 (P.L.394, No.36), is anmended to read:

Section 1302-A. Ofice for Safe Schools.--* * *

(c) In addition to the powers and duties set forth under
subsection (a), the office is authorized to make targeted grants

to schools to fund prograns which address school viol ence,



1 including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng prograns:

2 (1) Conflict resolution or dispute managenent.

3 (2) Peer hel pers prograns.

4 (3) Risk assessnent, safety-related or violence prevention
5 curricula.

6 (4) dassroom nmanagenent.

7 (5) Student codes of conduct.

8 (6) Training to undertake a districtw de assessnment of risk
9 factors that increase the |ikelihood of problem behaviors anong
10 students.

11 (7) Devel oprment and inplenmentation of research-based

12 violence prevention prograns that address risk factors to reduce
13 incidents of problem behaviors anong students, including

14 harassnent, bullying and intinidation.

15 (8) Conprehensive, districtw de school safety and viol ence
16 prevention plans.

17 (9) Security planning, purchase of security-rel ated

18 technol ogy which may include netal detectors, protective

19 [lighting, surveillance equipnent, special emergency
20 comruni cations equi prent, el ectronic |ocksets, deadbolts and
21 theft control devices and training in the use of security-
22 related technol ogy. Security planning and purchase of security-
23 related technol ogy shall be based on safety needs identified by
24 the school entity's board of directors.
25 (10) Institution of student, staff and visitor
26 identification systens.
27 (11) Establishment or enhancenent of school security
28 personnel, including school resource officers.
29 (12) Provision of specialized staff and student training

30 prograns, including training for Student Assistance Programteam
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30

menbers in elenentary, mddle and high schools in the referral
of students at risk of violent behavior to appropriate
comuni ty- based services, including nental health services.

(13) Alternative education progranms provided for in Article
Xl X-C

(14) Counseling services for students enrolled in
alternative education prograrns.

* %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 1303. 1-A. Preventi on of Harassnent, Bullyi ng and

Intimdation.--(a) School entities are hereby encouraged to

adopt or anend if necessary policies prohibiting the harassnent,

bullyving or intimdati on of any student and to share such

policies with the parents, guardi ans, students, vol unteers,

vendors and school enpl oyes of the school entity.

(b)Y The policies may contain the followi ng, but shall not be

limted to:

(1) A definition of conduct that constitutes harassnent,

bullyving and intimdation.

(2) A statenent prohibiting harassnent, bullying and

intimdati on while on school property, at school - sponsored

activities and while traveling to or from school or school -

sponsored activities.

(3) A statenent of consequences for engagi ng i n harassnent,

bullyving or intimdation.

(c) Wthin one hundred ei ghty (180) days of the effective

date of this section, the Departnment of Educati on shal

establish a cl eari nghouse of materials related to harassnent,

bullyving and intimdation, including training materials, a

system for review ng and eval uati ngq harassnent, bullyi ng and
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intimdation policies and materials subnmtted by school entities

for World Wde Wb site distribution, and a conputer database to

make the i nformati on on harassnent, bullying and intimdation

avai |l abl e for review by school entities. At a mnimum policies

and training materials shall be provided to school entities

either through the Ofice for Safe Schools or through the

Departnment of Education's Wrld Wde Wb site.

(d) School entities may submt materials related to

harassnent, bullying and intimdation to the Departnent of

Educati on for cl eari nghouse i ncorporation and di stribution. At

its discretion, the Departnent of Educati on may i ncl ude such

materials in the conputer database required under subsection

(c).

(e) A school entity nmay provide opportunities for school

enpl oyes to participate in prograns or other activities desi gned

to devel op the know edge and skills to prevent and respond to

acts covered by their policy.

(f) As used in this section, the term"school entity" neans

a school district, internediate unit, area vocati onal -techni cal

school or charter school operating within this Commbnweal t h

under the provisions of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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