SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 130, 2212 PRINTER S NO. 2951

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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SENATOR THOMPSQON, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, OCTOBER 25, 2005
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AN ACT

Providing for certain rights of fester RESOURCE parents; and
further providing for duties of county agencies and fester

famty—ecare PRI VATE agenci es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Fester—Parent
Constderatton RESOURCE FAM LY AND ADOPTI ON PROCESS Act .
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SECTI ON 2. LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT. <—
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOGNI ZES AND VALUES THE | MPORTANT
SERVI CE PROVI DED BY RESOURCE PARENTS | N CARI NG FOR CHI LDREN AND

YOUTH WTHI N THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM | T IS THE | NTENT OF THE
CENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENSURE THAT PERSONS SERVI NG AS RESOURCE
PARENTS ARE TREATED EQUI TABLY DURI NG ALL STAGES OF A FOSTER
CH LD S PLACEMENT, | NCLUDI NG ADOPTI ON. THE FOREMOST GOAL OF ANY
PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD SHALL ENSURE A FAVORABLE RESOLUTI ON FOR
THE CHI LD.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Child." An individual who- <

UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE WHO | S RESI DI NG WTH A RESOURCE FAM LY. <—
"County agency." The county children and youth soci al

servi ce agency established pursuant to section 405 of the act of

June 24, 1937 (P.L.2017, No.396), known as the County

Institution District Law, or its successor, and supervised by

the Departnent of Public Welfare under Article I X of the act of

June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code.
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“Interview." An interactive process by which a festerfamly <—
care COUNTY OR PRI VATE agency becomes famliar with prospective <—
adoptive parents.

"PRI VATE AGENCY." A CHI LDREN AND YOUTH SOCI AL SERVI CE AGENCY <—
SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF 55 PA. CODE CH. 3680 (RELATING TO
ADM NI STRATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF A CHI LDREN AND YOUTH SOCI AL
SERVI CE AGENCY) .

"RESOURCE FAMLY." A FAMLY WH CH PROVI DES TEMPCRARY FOSTER
OR KINSH P CARE FOR CHI LDREN WHO NEED QOUT- OF- HOVE PLACEMENT AND
VWH CH MAY EVENTUALLY PROVI DE PERMANENCY FOR THOSE CHI LDREN,
| NCLUDI NG AS AN ADOPTI VE FAM LY.

"RESOURCE FAM LY PARENT." AN | NDI VI DUAL APPROVED BY A COUNTY
OR PRI VATE ACENCY WHO | S RESPONSI BLE FOR PROVI DI NG FOSTER CARE

TO A CH LD PLACED WTH A RESOURCE FAM LY.
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12 SECTION 4. RESOURCE FAM LY ADOPTI ON | NTERVI EW PROCESS.

13 (A) I NTERVI EW - - A RESOURCE FAM LY PARENT OR PARENTS SHALL BE
14 G VEN AN | NTERVI EWW TH THE APPROPRI ATE COUNTY OR PRI VATE AGENCY
15 WHEN ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG OCCUR:

16 (1) THE COUNTY OR PRI VATE AGENCY THAT PLACED THE CHI LD
17 W TH THAT RESOURCE FAM LY HAS CHANGED THE CHI LD S GOAL FROM
18 FOSTER CARE TO ADCPTI ON.

19 (2) THE RESOURCE FAM LY PARENT IS | NTERESTED | N BECOM NG
20 AN ADOPTI VE RESOURCE FOR THAT CHI LD.

21 (3) THE CHI LD HAS RESI DED W TH THAT RESOURCE FAM LY FOR
22 SI X MONTHS OR MORE

23 (B) RESOURCE FAM LY PARENT | NTERVIEW --1N ADDI TION TO

24 | NFORVATI ON OBTAI NED FROM | NTERVI EW6 OF OTHER PROSPECTI VE

25 ADCPTI VE FAM LI ES, THE | NTERVI EW NG AGENCY SHALL CONVEY

26 | NFORMATI ON OBTAI NED FROM THE | NTERVI EW W TH THE RESOURCE FAM LY
27 PARENT, TO THE COUNTY ACENCY RESPONSI BLE FOR MAKI NG THE

28 DETERM NATI ON AS TO ADOPTI VE PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD.

29 £By—Constderat+on—ot—other—+nadividuals——H—the—ecounty

30 lecid i d I ndiviidual ol
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the—reasons—for—such—econsi-deration—in—the—chitd-s—caserecord—

By (C) CONSI DERATI ON OF MORE THAN ONE ADOPTI VE RESOURCE. - -
WHERE WHEN MORE THAN ONE ADOPTI VE RESOURCE | S AVAI LABLE AND
CONSIDEREDFOR—FHE FOR THE PLACEMENT OF A CHI LD, THE COUNTY
ACGENCY SHALL DOCUMENT FHE-REASONS—+HOR-CHOOSHNG—FO-PLACE—FHE
CHHD-WHH-PARH-CUEARPOFENH-AL | TS REASONS FOR PLACI NG THE
CH LD WTH THE SELECTED ADOPTI VE PARENTS IN THE CH LD S CASE
RECORD.

e} (D) Certain concerns not to be considered.--No fester
parent- RESOURCE PARENT WHO MEETS THE CONDI TI ONS SET FORTH | N
SUBSECTI ON (A) shall be deni ed priwary consideration as an
adopti ve parent fer—a—-echitdinthe fosterparent-s—ecarefor—six
reRths—er—apre—stapby—because ot —conecerns—regardtnrg—an SCLELY
BECAUSE OF THE inability to access that individual as a fester
parent—for—other—echitdren RESOURCE FAM LY PARENT in the future.
Section 5. Regul ations.

The Departnent of Public Welfare may promul gat e regulatiens

i : il |
responstbiHH-ties—pursuant—tothis—aet— SUCH REGULATI ONS AS MAY
BE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THI S ACT.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect iwrediately IN 60 DAYS.
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