PRINTER S N0 1908

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 317 %0

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLI AMS, MELLOW BRI GHTBI LL, WAGNER, MJSTO,
KI TCHEN, THOWPSQON, STOUT, COSTA, EARLL, SCHWARTZ,
TARTAGLI ONE, RAFFERTY, KASUN C, WENGER, PI PPY, DENT,
ARMSTRONG, BOSCOLA, LOGAN, CONTI, ERI CKSON, WONDERLI NG,
GREENLEAF, FERLO, STACK AND LAVALLE, NOVEMBER 8, 2004

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, NOVEMBER 8, 2004
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A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zi ng the week of Cctober 12 through 20, 2004, as

“Nati onal Bone and Joi nt Decade Awareness Week" in

Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Muscul oskel etal (bone and joint) disorders such as
arthritis, back pain, childhood nuscul oskel etal conditions,
osteoporosis and major |inb trauma pose a significant and
i ncreasi ng burden on Anmerican citizens; and

WHEREAS, Patients suffering from nuscul oskel etal conditions,
health care professionals who care for those patients, including
ort hopedi ¢ surgeons, rheunatol ogi sts and physi cal therapists,
and nedi cal and patient health associ ations are joining together
to advance the understandi ng and treatnment of muscul oskel et al
di sorders through prevention, education and research; and

WHEREAS, Muscul oskel etal conditions adversely affect the
occupational and social lives of mllions of people throughout

this Cormonweal th and one in every seven Anmericans, costing

billions of dollars in treatnments and | ost productivity; and
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WHEREAS, The nore the public and patients |earn about
prevention activities, the better able they are to prevent a
muscul oskel etal disorder; and

WHEREAS, The nore patients with a muscul oskel etal disorder
| earn about treatnment options, the better able they are to work
with their health care professional in determ ning the best
course of action; and

WHEREAS, The United Nations, the Wrld Health O ganization
and 37 countries have proclainmed the tinme period 2000 through
2010 as the Bone and Joi nt Decade; and

WHEREAS, This global initiative is intended to inprove the
lives of people with nuscul oskel etal disorders and to advance
under st andi ng and treatnment of nuscul oskel etal disorders through
prevention, education and research; and

WHEREAS, The ten-year global initiative |launched by United
Nati ons Secretary General Kofi Annan urges governnents around
the world to start taking action to draw attention to the
growi ng pervasi veness and i npact of nuscul oskel etal di seases and
to reduce the social and financial burdens to society; and

VWHEREAS, On March 21, 2002, the President of the United
States proclained the years 2002 through 2011 the National Bone
and Joi nt Decade, recognizing the inportance of pronoting a
heal t hy nmuscul oskel etal structure for all people from chil dhood
t hrough adul t hood; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze the week of Cctober 12
t hrough 20, 2004, as "National Bone and Joi nt Decade Awareness
Week" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That during this week the communities and citizens
of this Commonweal th be encouraged to organize activities to

pronot e awar eness of nuscul oskel etal conditions, prevention
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1 strategies and treatnment options.
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