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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Est abl i shing a special bipartisan |legislative commssion to

develop legislation to provide direct and indirect assistance

for the purpose of inproving the delivery of energency

services in this Commonweal t h

WHEREAS, The citizens of this Commonweal th benefit daily from
t he services, know edge and skills of rmunicipal emergency
service providers and vol unteer energency service providers who
routinely place the safety and well-being of others over their
own; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that the delivery of emergency
services in this Conmonweal th, particularly through the use of
vol unteer fire conpani es and vol unteer emergency services,
effectively saves the people of this Comonweal th billions of
dol lars and countless |lives every year; and

WHEREAS, The energency services in this Comonweal th are

bei ng tasked to provide even greater |levels of service with very
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limted resources; and
WHEREAS, On Septenber 29, 2002, the Pennsyl vani a Energency
Managenent Agency, in consultation with the Fire and Enmergency
Servi ces Task Force, presented "A Study of Volunteer Fire and
Emer gency Medi cal Services in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania, "
to the General Assenbly in accordance with the act of June 29,
2002 (P.L.559, No.89) which made recomendati ons on vari ous
long-terminitiatives to inprove the delivery of emergency
services in this Commonweal th; and
WHEREAS, This report took into consideration every major
study of the fire and energency services in this Commonweal th
for the past 30 years and updated those findings to better
reflect the current needs of the enmergency services; therefore
be it
RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly establish a special bipartisan |egislative
commi ssion to devel op and recomrend | egi sl ati on providing direct
and indirect assistance to inprove the delivery of energency
services in this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion consist of the follow ng 24
menbers:
(1) The chair and mnority chair of the Senate Comm ttee
on Veterans' Affairs and Emergency Preparedness or desi gnhees.
(2) The chair and mnority chair of the House of
Representatives Comrittee on Veterans Affairs and Energency
Pr epar edness or desi gnees.
(3) The two cochairs of the Firefighter and Energency
Services Caucus in the Senate or designees.
(4) The two cochairs of the Firefighter and Energency

Servi ces Caucus in the House of Representatives or designees.
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(5) The State Fire Conm ssioner or a designee.

(6) The president of the County Comm ssioners
Associ ati on of Pennsylvania or a designee.

(7) The president of the League of Cities and
Muni cipalities or a designee.

(8) The president of the Pennsylvania State Association
of Townshi p Supervisors or a designee.

(9) The president of the Pennsylvania Firenmen's
Legi sl ative Federation or a designee.

(10) The president of the Pennsylvania State Association
of Boroughs or a designee.

(11) The president of the Pennsylvania Fire and
Emergency Services Institute or a designee.

(12) The president of the Pennsylvania Enmergency Health
Servi ces Council or a designee.

(13) The president of the Firenman's Association of the
State of Pennsylvania or a designee.

(14) The president of the Western Pennsylvania Firenmen's
Associ ation or a designee.

(15) The president of the Pennsylvani a Professional
Firefighters Association or a designee.

(16) Two fire chiefs of volunteer fire conpanies in
Pennsyl vani a: one of whom shall be sel ected by the President
pro tenpore of the Senate and one of whom shall be sel ected
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(17) Two fire chiefs of municipal fire conpanies in
Pennsyl vani a: one of whom shall be sel ected by the President
pro tenpore of the Senate and one of whom shall be sel ected
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(18) The President of the Ambul ance Associ ation of
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Pennsyl vani a or a desi gnee.
(19) THE PRESI DENT OF THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE ASSOCI ATl ON

OF TOMSH P COW SSI ONERS OR A DESI GNEE
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmi ssion elect a chair fromits
menber ship; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion shall develop legislation to
i nprove the delivery of energency services; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion may hold hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion develop legislation to
establish an institutionalized, need-based grant program for
vol unteer fire and energency services and a nuni ci pal
firefighter education and training programas well as to ensure
that there are adequate funds in the Vol unteer Loan Assi stance
Program est abl i shed under the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036,
No. 208), known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany, Anmbul ance Service

and Rescue Squad Assistance Act; and be it further
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forther

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion nmake a final report of al
other | egi sl ative recomendati ons by June 30, 2004; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the nmenbers of the conm ssion shall serve
wi t hout conpensation but shall be reinbursed for all necessary
and aetual- REASONABLE expenses incurred in the perfornmance of
their duties; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the aetual REASONABLE expenses incurred by the
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conmmi ssion be equally divided between the Senate and the House
of Representatives. THE FOUR COCHAI RS OF THE SENATE AND THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES FI REFI GHTER AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES
CAUCUSES SHALL, BY ACTION OF A MAJORITY OF SUCH MEMBERS, BE
REQUI RED TO PREAUTHORI ZE ALL PROPOSED ACTI ONS OF THE COW SSI ON
VWH CH WLL ENTAIL THE EXPENDI TURE OF STATE FUNDS AND SHALL ALSO
BE REQUI RED TO APPROVE ALL EXPENDI TURES, | NCLUDI NG EXPENSE
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REI MBURSEMENT REQUESTS OF COMM SSI ON MEMBERS, PRI OR TO PAYMENT.
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