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| NTRODUCED BY HUGHES, FEBRUARY 5, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng February 7, 2003, as "National Black H V/ Al DS
Awar eness Day. "

WHEREAS, February 7, 2003, is the third annual "Nati onal
Bl ack H V/ AI DS Awar eness Day" and on that day and in the days
| eading up to it, nore than 150 comrunity organi zations in nore
than 60 cities across the United States are sponsoring prograns
to call attention to the devastating effects of H V/AIDS on the
African- Amreri can conmunity; and

WHEREAS, These activities are designed to encourage African
Anmeri cans and ot her concerned citizens to get educated, get
tested and get involved in advocating for nore resources to
fight the H V/ AIDS pandem c; and

WHEREAS, On February 7, 2003, |ocal H V/AlIDS organizations
and civic groups across the United States are sponsoring
activities including free H'V testing, community foruns,
| eadership testinony, voter registration, distribution of

i nformati on packets and marches, rallies or candlelight vigils;



1 and

2 WHEREAS, African Anmericans make up 13% of the United States
3 popul ation but represent 52% of persons diagnosed with hunan

4 i mmunodeficiency virus (H'V), the virus that causes AIDS, an

5 estimated 1 in 50 African Amrerican men and 1 in 160 African

6 Anerican wonen are infected with H'V, and African-Anmerican

7 children under 13 years of age represent al nost 64% of all

8 reported pediatric H'V cases in the United States; therefore be
9 it

10 RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsylvani a recogni ze February
11 7, 2003, as "National Black H V/AlDS Awar eness Day" and

12 encourage citizens across Pennsylvania to "get educated, get

13 tested and get involved."
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