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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 366 *%n”

| NTRODUCED BY STACK, KITCHEN, LOGAN, WAUGH MJSTO, BOSCOLA,
KUKOVI CH, WAGNER, MOWERY, LAVALLE, COSTA, O PAKE, ORI E,
SCHWARTZ AND TARTAGLI ONE, MARCH 3, 2003

REFERRED TO VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
MARCH 3, 2003
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AN ACT

Provi ding for bonus pay for certain persons involved in the War
on Terrorism and making an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the War on
Terrori sm Conpensati on Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Soldier.” Any United States mlitary reservi st whose
reserve unit is in Pennsylvania and any nenber of the

Pennsyl vani a National Guard who was called to active duty on or

after Septenber 11, 2001, to participate in the War on Terrorism

and who has conpl eted one nonth of active duty. Proof of such

service shall be the official mlitary records of the United
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States or such other evidence as is deened sufficient by the
Adj ut ant Ceneral .

"War on Terrorism" Mlitary efforts in the United States
and abroad directly resulting fromthe terrorismattacks on the
Pent agon, the World Trade Center and the airplane that went down
in Sonerset County on Septenber 11, 2001. For the purposes of
this act, the War on Terrorismshall be deened to have ended
when mlitary efforts cease as ordered by the Commander-i n- Chi ef
of the United States Arnmed Forces.

Section 3. Bonus paynent.

(a) Conpensation.--A bonus paynent of $250 shall be nade to
each soldier who is deternmined to be eligible pursuant to
section 4(a).

(b) Exclusion from conpensation.--Any individual who has
received a bonus, gratuity or conpensation of a nature simlar
to that provided for by this act fromany other state in the
United States is ineligible for conpensation. This exclusion
does not apply to a simlar bonus, gratuity or conpensation from
t he Federal Governnent.

Section 4. Application for conpensation.

(a) Application to Adjutant General.--Applications shall be
made by a soldier, the facility entitled under section 5(a) or
t he beneficiaries designated under section 5(b) on a form
provi ded by the Adjutant General. The Adjutant General shall
ascertain the applicants who are eligible to receive a bonus
paynent pursuant to this act.

(b) Tinme for filing application.--Applications may be fil ed
by a soldier after the soldier has conpl eted one nonth of active
duty. The Adjutant Ceneral shall not accept or consider any

application filed five years after the cessation of the War on
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Terrorism

(c) Paynent.--Every applicant shall designate in the
application the person or entity to whom paynent under this act
shal | be made.
Section 5. Persons to whom paynents shall be nmade in case of

i nconpet ence or deat h.

(a) Inconpetence.--1n a case where the soldier is
i nconpetent, if no guardi an has been appoi nted, paynent shall be
made for the benefit of the soldier to the person who is
entitled to paynment under subsection (b) or, in the absence of
any such person and if the soldier is in a facility, to the
person in charge of the facility to be expended for the cl othing
and incidental needs of the soldier. No part of the conpensation
paid to any facility shall be used for the maintenance of the
soldier. A statement fromthe person in charge of the facility
in which the soldier resides shall be evidence to determ ne the
conpet ence of the soldier.

(b) Death.--1n the case of the death of a soldier, paynent
shal |l be made, in the order named, to the:

(1) surviving spouse unless the spouse was |iving
separate and apart fromthe soldier at the tine of departure
for active service;

(2) surviving children, share and share alike; or

(3) surviving parents.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Facility.” Any nmental health establishnment, hospital,
clinic, institution, center, day-care center, base service unit,

community nental health center or other organizational unit, or

20030S0366B0379 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

part thereof, which is devoted primarily to the diagnosis,
treatment, care, rehabilitation or detention of nentally
di sabl ed persons.

"Parents."” Includes persons who, for a period of not |ess
t han one year, acted in the capacity of a foster parent to the
soldier imediately prior to the soldier having attained 18
years of age.

Section 6. Applicant to designate beneficiaries.

Every person naking application for conpensation shall set
forth in the application the nanmes and addresses of all persons
who, under this act, would be entitled to receive conpensation
in the event of the death of the applicant. If the applicant
di es before the paynent of the conpensation, the application
shall be deened to inure to the benefit of the person next
entitled to conpensation, and paynent shall be nade to the
person upon proof of identity satisfactory to the Adjutant
CGeneral. If no person designated in this act as being entitled
to conpensation survives the soldier, the right to the
conpensati on shall cease.

Section 7. Exenption fromattachnment, etc.

No sum payabl e under this act to a soldier or to any other
person under this act shall be subject to attachment, |evy or
sei zure under any | egal or equitable process and shall be exenpt
fromall State taxation. No right to conpensation under this act
shal | be assignabl e, except as otherw se provided in this act,
or shall serve as a security for any |oan. Any assignnment or
| oan made in violation of this section shall be void.

Assi gnnents to any incorporated or unincorporated organi zation
of soldiers or veterans, any nonprofit corporation fornmed solely

for the purpose of aiding disabled or incapacitated soldiers or
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veterans and the State Veterans' Conm ssion shall be valid.
Section 8. Penalty for charging fees for assisting soldiers.

A person who charges or collects or attenpts to charge or
collect, either directly or indirectly, any fee or other
conpensation for assisting, in any manner, a soldier in
obtai ning any of the benefits provided under this act conmits a
m sdeneanor of the second degr ee.

Section 9. Administration of conpensation program

The Adj utant Ceneral shall adm nister the conpensation
program For that purpose application fornms shall be prepared
and distributed, applications shall be investigated, and, if
satisfied of the proof of an application, conpensation shall be
approved and paynent of conpensation shall be made. The Adj ut ant
CGeneral shall promrmulgate rules and regul ations to inplenent,
adm ni ster and enforce this act. The Adjutant General shall, as
soon as practicable after the effective date of this act,
prepare and distribute a digest explaining the provisions of
this act to assist soldiers in filing their applications and
shall, fromtime to tinme, prepare and distribute additional or
suppl enentary information as may be found necessary. The
Adj ut ant Ceneral shall enlist, as far as possible, the services
of soldier and veteran organizations in this Comonwealth in the
di ssem nation of the information.

Section 10. Appropriation.

The General Assenbly shall appropriate the sum of $2,000, 000
to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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