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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 361 %%

| NTRODUCED BY STACK, KITCHEN, STOUT, LOGAN, M WH TE, MJSTO
C. WLLIAMS, BOSCOLA, KUKOVI CH, WAGNER, KASUNI C, COSTA,
O PAKE, TOWMLI NSON, ORI E, SCHWARTZ, PUNT, RHOADES AND
TARTAGLI ONE, MARCH 3, 2003

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 3, 2003
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AN ACT
Provi di ng for Comonweal th support for an Al cohol and Drug
Addi cti on Counsel or Loan Forgi veness Program for Comonweal t h
residents who graduate frominstitutions of higher education
and apply their education to careers as al cohol and ot her
drug addiction counselors in this Conmonweal t h.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Al cohol and
Drug Addi ction Counsel or Loan Forgi veness Program
Section 2. Legislative declaration and findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Alcohol and other drug abuse and addiction is our
nation's nunber one health problem
(2) Alcohol and other drug abuse and addiction affect
one in four to five famlies in this Commonweal t h.

(3) Alcohol and other drug addiction-rel ated accidents,

injuries and ill nesses are responsible for 20% of the dollars
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spent on hospital care through Medicaid and over 33% of
expendi tures through insurance and ot her health plans.

(4) Alcohol and other drug addiction is involved in over
70% of crinme in this Conmonweal t h.

(5) Treatnent of alcohol and other drug addiction is a
crucial investnent in our health care, in the stability of
our famlies and in protecting the public safety.

(6) It is inthe interest of the Comonweal th to provide
for the ongoi ng professional devel opnment of al cohol and drug
addi ction counsel ors who provide this treatnent.

(7) Paynment of a portion of student |oans for addiction
counsel ors serves the inportant public purpose of encouraging
and assi sting new addi ction counselors to enter the field and
to encourage others to continue careers in this vitally
i nportant area of health care in this Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Licensed facility." A treatnment facility |licensed by the

Department of Health to provide addiction treatnment services.
"Program " The Al cohol and Drug Addiction Counsel or Loan
For gi veness Program established by this act.
"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets the foll ow ng
criteria:
(1) a person who has been hired and is enployed as a
counsel or assistant, counselor or clinical supervisor by a

drug and al cohol addiction treatnent facility licensed by the
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Department of Health for that purpose;

(2) who has successfully conpleted the treatnent
facility's probationary period of enploynment and remains in
good standing with the facility or subsequent facilities
licensed by the Departnent of Health to provide treatnent for
al cohol and ot her drug addictions; and

(3) who is performng counseling at a facility |licensed
by the Departnment of Health to provide treatnent for
addi ction to al cohol and other drugs.

Section 4. Al cohol and Drug Addi ction Counsel or Loan
For gi veness.

(a) Establishnent.--The Al cohol and Drug Addiction Counsel or
Loan Forgi veness Programis hereby established. The program
shall be adm nistered by the agency.

(b) Nature of program--For each year that a qualified
applicant is enployed as a counsel or or case worker in a
facility licensed by the Departnment of Health to provide
treatment for al cohol and other drug addiction, the agency may
forgive a proportional part of the applicant's |oan so that the
| oan may be partially or entirely forgiven over a four-year
period of enpl oynent.

(c) Limtations.--No nore than $2,500 shall be forgiven in
any year and no nore than $10, 000 shall be forgiven for any one
applicant. Paynents shall be made according to procedures
establ i shed by the agency.

Section 5. Qualifications for |oan forgiveness awards.

(a) Enploynent.--Recipients of |oan forgiveness awards shal
be those workers and counsel ors who maintain satisfactory
enpl oyment with a licensed treatnent facility for al cohol and

drug addi ctions and who agree to continue enploynent in
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1 addiction counseling in this Coomonwealth for at |east three

2 years after the end of their participation in the program

3 (b) Docunentation.--Each counsel or supervisor, counsel or or
4 counsel or trainee shall be required to submt docunentation of
5 continued eligibility as the agency may require.

6 (c) Preference.--Applicants who are residents of this

7 Commonweal th and who are working in addiction treatnent

8 facilities serving people and famlies with addictions who are
9 dependent on public funding to obtain treatnment shall be given
10 priority in the application process.
11 Section 6. Funding.
12 Loan forgiveness awards nay be nmade to the extent that funds
13 are appropriated by the General Assenbly for this purpose.
14 Section 7. Regul ations.
15 The agency shall adopt regul ations, policies and procedures
16 as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
17 Section 8. Effective date.
18 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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