PRINTER S N0 189

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 186 %

I NTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, ORI E, WAGNER, O PAKE, LOGAN, MJSTQO
TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, KUKOVI CH, KI TCHEN, WOZNI AK AND
C. WLLIAMS, FEBRUARY 5, 2003

REFERRED TO FI NANCE, FEBRUARY 5, 2003
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AN ACT

Al'l owi ng senior citizens to claiman exenption fromtax
increases as to certain real property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior
Citizens' Property Tax Freeze Act.

Section 2. Exenption from property tax increases.

No political subdivision which inposes a real property tax on
residential property shall increase the tax or the tax rate on
the real property of an individual if all of the follow ng
appl y:

(1) The individual is 65 years of age or ol der.

(2) The individual currently resides on the property as
to which the exenption is clained and has resided thereon for
at | east five consecutive years imediately prior to claimng

t he exenpti on.



(3) Neither the individual nor any other person wth
whom t he individual owns the property by joint tenancy,
tenancy in common or tenancy by the entireties is currently
claimng or otherw se receiving an exenption under this
section as to other property located in this Commonweal t h.

(4) The individual's income, as defined in the act of
March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens
Rebat e and Assistance Act, is not nore than $65, 000.

Section 3. Application for exenption.

The exenption all owed by section 2 may be clainmed by filing
with the political subdivision which inposes the tax a notarized
statenment containing all of the follow ng:

(1) The applicant's nanme, residential address and Soci al
Security nunber.

(2) Acertification that the individual is 65 years of
age or older, currently resides on the property as to which
the exenption is clained and has resided thereon for at | east
five consecutive years imrediately prior to claimng the
exenpti on.

(3) The nanes and Social Security nunmbers of all other
owners of the property as to which the exenption is clained.

(4) A certification that no taxes are in arrears as to
t he property.

(5) Evidence that the individual's incone does not
exceed $65, 000.

Section 4. Term nation of exenption.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), the
exenption allowed by section 2 shall be term nated, and the tax
and tax rate shall becone current upon sale or transfer of the

property as to which the exenption is in effect, including a
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transfer under a recorded real property sales contract.

(b) Exception.--The exenption from property tax increase
shall not be term nated under subsection (a) if the sale or
transfer is to a joint owner, tenant in common or tenant by the
entireties who is 64 years of age or older at the tinme of the
sale or transfer and who is otherwise entitled to claimthe
exenpti on.

Section 5. Rei nbursenent by Commonweal t h.

The Departnent of Revenue shall reinburse political
subdi vi sions annually for the difference between the real
property taxes inposed upon individuals who are receiving
exenptions under this act and the tax liability which would have
been inposed if the exenptions had not been granted.

Section 6. Applicability.

This act shall apply to the tax year begi nning January 1,
2001, and to all subsequent tax years.

Section 7. Repeal.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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