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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 134 5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, COSTA, RAFFERTY, TARTAGLI ONE, RHOADES,
KI TCHEN, O PAKE AND KASUNI C, FEBRUARY 3, 2003

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 3, 2003
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AN ACT

Requiring all school districts to devel op a conprehensive school
vi ol ence prevention plan.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nay be cited as the School

Vi ol ence Prevention Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.
It is the intent of the General Assenbly that:

(1) Al Pennsylvania school districts develop a

conpr ehensi ve and coordi nated school viol ence prevention plan
rel evant to the specific needs of the district and draw ng on
existing State and community resources with the goal to
create a safe school environment while assuring that
appropriate procedures are in place to deal with crisis
situations which m ght occur.

(2) The school violence prevention plan is to be
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devel oped by a broad-based viol ence prevention task force

based on an assessnent of the current needs and resources of

the district in the areas of violence prevention and

i ntervention, including an analysis of the types and

frequency of crimes and incidents of violence currently

occurring on school property or at school - sponsored
activities and a review of avail able community-based
resources to address famly and youth-rel ated i ssues.

(3) The school violence prevention plan should include
appropriate strategies and prograns to address both school
safety and viol ence prevention.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Local |aw enforcenent agencies." Local police departnents,
regi onal Pennsylvania State Police field installations or
headquarters, county sheriffs' offices and school district
police or security departnents.

"Plan."” The school violence prevention plan devel oped and
adopted by a school district pursuant to this act.

"Public School Code of 1949." The act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949.

"School board."™ The | ocal board of school directors of a
school district.

"Task force.” The locally constituted viol ence prevention
task force formed pursuant to this act.

Section 4. Violence prevention plan.
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(a) Plan required.--Wthin six nonths of the effective date
of this act, every school district shall develop and submt to
t he departnent a viol ence prevention plan. The plan shall be
submtted to the departnent only after it is recommended by the
vi ol ence prevention task force created pursuant to section 6 and
approved by the school board.

(b) Public inspection.--The violence prevention plan shal
be made avail able for public inspection in the school district
offices for at |east 30 days prior to its approval by the school
boar d.

(c) Duration.--The violence prevention plan shall remain in
effect until it is superseded by an approved revision.

(d) Revisions.--Any revisions to the original plan subnmtted
to the departnment shall be approved by the school board with the
advice of its task force and the revised plan subnmtted to the
depart nment.

(e) Failure to conply.--A school district which fails to
conply with this section shall be ineligible for reinmbursenent
under Article XXV of the Public School Code of 1949, until it
est abl i shes conpl i ance.

Section 5. Prelimnary assessnents.

(a) Needs assessnent.--Before begi nning devel opment of its
pl an, the task force shall undertake a needs assessnent to
determ ne specific issues and concerns within the district and
its surrounding conmunity. This should include docunentation of
current problens such as truancy, fighting, vandalism weapons-
rel ated of fenses and drug-rel ated and al cohol -rel ated incidents
al ready occurring within the school environnent as well as an
eval uation of the district's physical environnent in order to

identify |ocations which may be particularly isolated or
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vi ol ence prone.

(b) Review of existing prograns.--Concurrent with the needs
assessnment the task force shall also conpile a list of school -
based and comrunity-based progranms for young peopl e al ready
avai l able to deal with violence prevention, intervention and
rehabi litation.

Section 6. Violence prevention task force.

(a) Menbership.--The plan provided for in section 4 shall be
prepared for subm ssion to the school board by a viol ence
prevention task force whose nenbership shall at a m ni mum
include: district adm nistrators, teachers, guidance counsel ors,
school nurses and school directors; parents; students; |ocal |aw
enf orcenent agenci es and, as deened appropriate, Federal and
State | aw enforcenment agencies; comrmunity and busi ness | eaders;
probati on and court representatives; social service and health
care providers; and other youth-serving professionals.

(b) Public hearing.--The task force shall hold at |east one
public hearing prior to preparing its plan for subm ssion to the
school board for approval.

Section 7. Content of school violence prevention plan.

The pl an devel oped by the task force and submitted to the
departnent shall include the follow ng conponents:

(1) A brief description of the process used to devel op
the plan, including the nmenbers of the task force, the date
of public hearings held and the date and official vote by
whi ch the | ocal board adopted the plan.

(2) Procedures for assuring conpliance with existing
laws related to school safety including:

(i) Article XIll-A of the Public School Code of

1949.
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(i) Section 1317.1 of the Public School Code of
1949.

(i) Section 1317.2 of the Public School Code of
1949.

(iv) Sections 1 through 4 of the act of July 12,
1972 (P.L.765, No.181) entitled, "An act relating to
drugs and al cohol and their abuse, providing for projects
and prograns and grants to educational agencies, other
public or private agencies, institutions or
or gani zati ons. "

(v) 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to firearns and
ot her dangerous articles).

(vi) 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 Subch. B (relating to
provi sions and responsibilities for reporting suspected
chil d abuse) governing reporting of child abuse.

(vii) 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 Subch. C. 2 (relating to
background checks for enploynent in schools).

(3) A code of student conduct.

(1) The code of conduct shall conformto the State
Board of Education regulations found in 22 Pa. Code 12.3
(relating to school rules).

(i1i) The code shall clearly explain school rules and
puni shments for infractions.

(iti1) The code shall include conformty with the
zero-tol erance provisions regardi ng weapons found in
section 1317.2 of the Public School Code of 1949 and any
ot her zero-tol erance offenses as established by the
school board.

(iv) The code shall include any establishnent of a

uni form school wi de dress code pursuant to section 1317.3
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of the Public School Code of 1949.

(v) At the beginning of each school year students
shall be furnished with a copy of the current code of
student conduct adopted by the school board. Copies shal
al so be made available to adm nistrators, parents and
teachers within the district.

(4) Establishnent of policies to insure consistent crine
reporting by school officials to | aw enforcenment to include
devel opnent of nenoranda of understanding in conpliance with
section 1303-A of the Public School Code of 1949.

(5) A conprehensive school crisis plan which outlines
policies and procedures for dealing with potential crisis
situations which, depending on a | ocal assessnent of those
situations nost likely to occur in the district, may include
facilities problens such as el ectrical outages; fires;
protests, strikes or other unrest; natural disasters;
transportation del ays, problens or accidents; individual
child accidents; nedical problens involving multiple
students, such as a neningitis outbreak; individual nedical
crises, including alcohol and drugs; individual nmental health
crises, including trauma and suicide; intentional acts
agai nst persons, including assaults, rape, assaults with
weapons, assaults with chem cals, bonb threats or bullying;
host age situations; abductions, kidnappings or m ssing
persons; and events outside school that nay affect the school
community, such as a major crinme or accident such as an
airline crash. A conprehensive crisis plan should include the
foll ow ng el enments:

(1) Prevention guidelines which outline policies to

prevent incidents. These may include curricular offerings
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or special age-appropriate prograns to devel op students’

i nterpersonal skills such as peer nediation, nentoring,
peer intervention and conflict resolution; staff

training; techniques and procedures for identification
and reporting by staff and students of potential violent
or crimnal acts; disciplinary and counseling procedures
for drug-related and al cohol -rel ated incidents; and

i npl enentation of specific safety procedures to be put in
place within the district, such as nmandatory visitor
identification.

(i1i) Early interventions which delineate activities
and guidelines to informpeople of howto assess a
potential problemand what to do about it. These may
include staff training in assessnment tools for predicting
vi ol ent juvenile behavior, bonb threat procedures and
crisis training drills so students and staff know what to
do if an energency occurs.

(ti1) Crisis intervention guidelines which include
directions on howto get help, specific steps to be taken
and steps to avoid. These shoul d be devel oped in concert
wi th existing nmenoranda of understandi ng devel oped with
| aw enf orcenent pursuant to section 1303-A(c) of the
Publ i ¢ School Code of 1949. Specific issues that should
be addressed in the guidelines include |ines of
responsi bility, reporting procedures, conmunications
protocol s, special equipnment and naterials needs, etc.

(iv) Support guidelines which identify needs and
avai l abl e resources in ternms of support for staff,
students, famlies and others after a crisis situation

occurs. This may include referral to counseling,
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rehabilitation or other intervention prograns avail abl e

in the local comunity.

(v) Debriefing and eval uati on which outlines
procedures for all responders to neet follow ng an
incident in order to evaluate how the various conponents
of the plan operated in actual application.

(vi) Revisions and upgradi ng of plan which are based
on eval uation and other input fromresponders, victinms,
staff and others involved in the incident.

(6) Procedures for the duty of the board of directors of
every school district to require that school officials order
a change in placenment for students with disabilities to an
appropriate interimalternative educational setting whenever
such students carry a weapon to school or to a school
function under the jurisdiction of the State or | ocal
educati onal agency. The change in placenent nmust be for the
same anount of tine that a child with a disability would be
subject to discipline but shall not be for nore than 45 days.
If, at the conclusion of the period authorized by this
section, school officials and parents are unable to agree on
t he student's subsequent placenent, it shall be the duty of
the board of school directors to seek an appropriate change
t hrough expedited procedures specified in Federal and State
law. It shall be the duty of the board of directors of every
school district to pronptly seek parental consent for
i npl enmenting an appropriate change in educational placenent
of an exceptional pupil, including, but not limted to,
pl acenent in an alternative education program when the board
has determ ned that the violent action of the pupil has

pl aced the pupil or other persons in danger of or in
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reasonabl e apprehensi on of serious personal injury, and that
the pupil's actions are attributable to the pupil's
disability. If the parents of the pupil fail to approve the
change in placenent, it shall be the duty of the board of
school directors to take action to inplenment the change
pursuant to the procedures prescribed in Federal and State

| aw. As used in this paragraph, the term"pronptly" shal
nmean as soon as is practicable but in no event |ater than 30
days fromthe date of the violent incident referenced in
subparagraph (i), (ii) or (iii). As used in this paragraph,
the term"violent action” shall include, but not be |limted
to:

(i) Inproperly using or possessing a weapon on
school property or during a school-sponsored activity or
while in any conveyance providing public transportation
to or froma public school or to or froma public school -
sponsored activity. The term "weapon"” as used in this
subpar agr aph shall include, but not be limted to, any
knife, cutting instrunment, cutting tool, nunchaku,
firearm shotgun, rifle and any other tool, instrunent or
i npl enment capabl e of inflicting serious bodily harm The
term "weapon"” as used in this subparagraph shall also
i nclude | ook-alikes if a reasonable person would believe
that the | ook-alike is a weapon.

(i) Making terroristic threats wherein the pupi
threatens to conmt violence with the intent to terrorize
anot her person or to cause the evacuation of school
property or other building, place of assenbly, or
conveyance, or otherw se to cause serious inconvenience

to anot her person, or in reckless disregard of the risk
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of causing such terror or inconvenience.

(i) Assaulting another person while on school
property, or during a school sponsored activity, or in
any conveyance providing public transportation to or from
a public school or to or froma public school -sponsored
activity or because of his or her enploynment relationship
to the school. The term "assault" as used in this
subpar agr aph shall include sinple assault and aggravat ed
assault and shall have the neaning ascribed to such terns
under 18 Pa.C. S. (relating to crines and of fenses).

(7) Any other progranms, curricular offerings or
procedures that the task force deens necessary to the safe
and orderly operation of the district.

Section 8. State resources.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In developing its plan, a district may
utilize the existing resources of the Center for Safe Schools
establ i shed by the departnent pursuant to the Public School Code
of 1949. In particular, districts may reference the Tool kit for
School Safety Planning devel oped by the Center for Safe School s.

(b) Dissemnation of nodel plans.--The departnent, through
its Ofice for Safe Schools, shall devel op and make available to
school districts nodel violence prevention plans drawn from
prograns already offered in this State and nationally. These
nodel plans shall include any pertinent supporting materials and
i nformation indicating why the nodel was selected and where it
was previously used. These nodels may be used by i ndividual
districts and their task forces to develop their |ocal plans.
The departnent shall nake every effort to assure that nultiple
nodel plans are avail able which reflect rural, suburban and

ur ban perspecti ves.
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1 Section 9. Regional planning.

2 (a) Cooperation.--In order to provide for maximm

3 coordination of efforts and to avoid duplication, one or nore

4 districts may join to forma consortiumfor the purposes of

5 developing their violence prevention plan and may forma single
6 joint task force to assist themin this regard.

7 (b) Internmediate unit utilization.--Districts may utilize

8 the services of their internmediate units to facilitate such

9 regional planning.

10 (c) Subm ssion of individual plan required.--The provisions
11 of this section notw thstandi ng, each district which is a nenber
12 of such a consortiumshall submt its own plan, adopted by its
13 school board to the departnent.

14 Section 10. Preexisting plans.

15 (a) GCeneral rule.--Any school district which has al ready

16 devel oped a school violence prevention plan adopted by its | ocal
17 board of school directors and that contains the conponents

18 required in section 7 nmay not be required to devel op a new pl an
19 but may submt the preexisting plan to the departnent in
20 conpliance with section 4.
21 (b) Revisions.--Any revisions to a preexisting plan shall be
22 subject to the requirenents of section 4.
23 Section 11. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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