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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 494 5

I NTRODUCED BY TRAVAGLI O, Bl ANCUCCI, CALTAG RONE, CASCRI O, COHEN,
CORRI GAN, COSTA, COY, DeLUCA, DERMODY, DeWEESE, DI VEN,
EACHUS, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, KOTI K, LAUGHLI N
LEACH, LESCOVI TZ, MANN, MARKGOSEK, MELI O, PALLONE, PETRARCA,
PETRONE, READSHAW ROBERTS, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SHANER
SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, TANGRETTI, VEON, WALKO, WHEATLEY AND
WOINARCSKI , NOVEMBER 19, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON COMMERCE, NOVEMBER 19, 2003
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Urging the President of the United States to continue the

i mposition of the Section 201 steel tariffs for their

schedul ed three-year duration despite the Wrld Trade

Organi zation's ruling on Novenber 10, 2003.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is the birthpl ace
of the Anerican steel industry and home to the country's |argest
steel producer, United States Steel Corporation, and to the
Uni ted Steel workers of Anerica; and

WHEREAS, The Senate and the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a adopt ed House Resol ution No. 348 on
Sept enber 16, 2003, and Cctober 1, 2003, respectively, urging
the President of the United States to mamintain the Section 201
steel tariffs for the three-year duration and to provide al
avai |l abl e assi stance to ease the hardship which has resulted for

t housands of retired steelwrkers as a result of bankruptcies

and restructuring; and
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WHEREAS, The donestic steel industry and the United
St eel wor kers of America have worked cooperatively and have made
difficult decisions to ensure that the steel industry's
restructuring occurs in order to advance a globally conpetitive
United States steel industry; and

WHEREAS, On March 5, 2002, the President of the United States
i nposed steel tariffs (Section 201 steel tariffs) which have
been vitally inportant to allow for the restructuring of the
steel industry; and

WHEREAS, The President's decision to inpose steel tariffs has
enabl ed the United States steel industry to invest in excess of
$3 billion to consolidate, restructure and inprove its
productivity and gl obal conpetitiveness; and

WHEREAS, Since the inposition of the Section 201 steel
tariffs, inports and donestic production of steel have
i ncreased; and

WHEREAS, Steel is essential to the manufacturing and
infrastructure sectors, the nmainstays of every advanced econony,
and no major industrialized nation has been able to function
wi thout the ability to produce steel; and

WHEREAS, The overall conpetitiveness of the United States
manuf acturing industries in the gl obal marketplace relies on the
ability to maintain a steady domestic steel supply; and

WHEREAS, The Section 201 steel tariffs have provided relief
for the donestic steel industry; and

WHEREAS, Due to the tariffs, the steel industry is beginning
to recover, the industry has begun significant restructuring to
adjust the current inport conpetition situation, and conti nued
relief for the full three-year termis necessary so that the

i ndustry can continue to make vital capital investnents it was
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forced to postpone due to the inport crisis; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 10, 2003, the Wrld Trade Organi zation
Appel l ate Body ruled that the Section 201 steel tariffs on
imported steel are illegal; and

VWHEREAS, W thin the next several weeks, the Wrld Trade
Organi zation nust officially approve the appellate body's
ruling; and

WHEREAS, The European Union has threatened the United States
with the inposition of $2.2 billion of sanctions on United
States inports if the United States does not imedi ately repeal
t he Section 201 steel tariffs; and

WHEREAS, Japan, South Korea, Norway, Switzerland, China, New
Zeal and and Brazil have joined Europe in welcomng the Wrld
Trade Organization's ruling; and

WHEREAS, The Section 201 steel tariffs have provided the
Presidential Administration with the | everage to negotiate a
resolution to the underlying structural problens of massive
gl obal excess steel capacity and foreign governnent subsidies
whi ch caused the inport surge that pronpted the President to
i npose the steel safeguard; and

WHEREAS, Maintaining the Section 201 steel tariffs even under
the threat of retaliatory sanctions fromthe European Union and
ot her steel-producing countries will help restore market forces
and level the playing field in the gl obal steel sector;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania reaffirmits strong
comm t ment and support of the President's decision to inpose
steel tariffs in order to give our donestic steel manufacturers

the opportunity to inprove their productivity and gl obal
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conpetitiveness; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the President of the United States be urged to
mai ntain the Section 201 steel tariffs for the three-year
duration despite the Wrld Trade Organi zati on Appell ate Body's
ruling on Novenber 10, 2003; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the Vice President of the

United States, to the nenbers of Congress and to the Governor of
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t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.
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