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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 312 5%

| NTRODUCED BY STERN, LEDERER, GORDNER, Bl SHOP, LESCOVI TZ,
WATSON, DeWEESE, JAMES, FAI RCH LD, BOYD, DENLI NGER, PHI LLIPS
BELARDI , GODSHALL, CAPPELLI, HERMAN, READSHAW BARRAR
YUDI CHAK, BEBKO-JONES, FI CHTER, GEI ST, M| LHATTAN, GOCDVAN,
CREI GHTON, MAJOR, R M LLER, HENNESSEY, CRAHALLA, BUNT,
RUBLEY, WASHI NGTON, LAUGHLI N, LEH, NAILOR, SOLOBAY,
S. MLLER PAYNE, HARRI S, WOINAROSKI, BELFANTI, M:NAUGHTON
BAKER, SATHER, GEORGE, HERSHEY, HARHAI, BALDW N, TRUE
E. Z. TAYLOR, BENNI NGHOFF, G NGRI CH, WALKO, HESS, BROWMNE,
HUTCHI NSON, SHANER, Tl GUE, KELLER, PICKETT, HORSEY, FABRI Z| O
LEWS, KIRKLAND, PETRARCA, FREEMAN, YOUNGBLOOD, WANSACZ,
MELI O, RElI CHLEY, SEMVEL, HARHART, CGRUCELA AND TURZAI,
JUNE 11, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 11, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urgi ng Congress to support the passage of the Veterans Health
Care Fundi ng Guarantee Act of 2003.

WHEREAS, Fundi ng for Departnment of Veterans Affairs (VA)
heal th care under the Federal budget is discretionary and it is
within the discretion of the Congress of the United States to
det erm ne how nuch noney is allocated each year for veterans
medi cal care; and

WHEREAS, Section 1710(a) of Title 38 of the United States
Code provides that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs "shall"
furni sh hospital care and nedical services, but only to the
extent Congress has provided noney to cover the costs of the

care; and
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WHEREAS, The Di sabl ed American Veterans (DAV) firmy believes
t hat servi ce-connected di sabl ed veterans have earned the right
to VA nedical care through their extraordinary sacrifices and
services to this nation; and

WHEREAS, The Anmerican Legi on, AWETS, Disabled Anerican
Vet erans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Paral yzed Veterans and ot her
servi ce organi zati ons have fought for sufficient funding for VA
health care and a budget that reflects the rising cost of health
care and the increasing need for medical services; and

WHEREAS, The VA is unable to provide tinely access to quality
health care to many of our nation's nost severely disabl ed
servi ce-connected veterans; and

WHEREAS, WMaki ng veterans health care fundi ng mandatory woul d
ensure that the Federal Government neets its obligation to
provi de health care to service-connected disabl ed veterans and
that all veterans eligible for the VA health care system have
access to tinely, quality health care; and

WHEREAS, WMaki ng veterans health care fundi ng mandatory woul d
elimnate the year-to-year uncertainty about funding |evels
whi ch has prevented the VA from being able to adequately plan
for and neet the growi ng needs of veterans seeking treatnent;
and

WHEREAS, Including all veterans for care in the nandatory
heal th care fundi ng proposal protects the overall viability of
the system and the specialized prograns the VA has devel oped to
i nprove the health and wel |l -being of our nation's service-
connect ed di sabl ed veterans; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge Congress to take all the

necessary steps to enact into |law the Veterans Health Care
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1 Funding Guarantee Act of 2003, and rmake veterans health care
2 nmandatory to ensure that veterans have access to tinely, quality
3 health care; and be it further

4 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
5 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
6 nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a:

7 The Honorable WIIliam Fri st

8 U S. Senate

9 Washi ngton, D.C. 20510

10 The Honorabl e Dennis Hassert

11 U. S. House of Representatives

12 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

13 Senat or Ri ck Sant orum

14 120 Russell Senate O fice Building

15 Washi ngton, D.C. 20510

16 Senator Arlen Specter

17 711 Hart Senate O fice Building

18 Washi ngton, D.C. 20510

19 Representati ve Robert A. Brady

20 216 Cannon House O fice Buil ding

21 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

22 Representative M chael F. Doyle

23 133 Cannon House O fice Building

24 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

25 Representative Phillip S. English

26 1410 Longworth House O fice Buil ding

27 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

28 Represent ati ve Chaka Fattah

29 1205 Longworth House O fice Buil ding

30 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
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1 Representative Jim Gerl ach

2 1541 Longworth House O fice Buil ding
3 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

4 Representative Janmes C. G eenwood

5 2436 Rayburn House O fice Building

6 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

7 Representative Melissa A Hart

8 1508 Longworth House O fice Buil ding
9 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

10 Representative Joseph M Hoeffel

11 1229 Longworth House O fice Buil ding
12 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

13 Representati ve Ti not hy Hol den

14 2417 Rayburn House O fice Buil ding
15 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

16 Representative Paul E. Kanj or ski

17 2353 Rayburn House O fice Building
18 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515

19 Representative Ti m Mur phy
20 226 Cannon House O fice Buil ding
21 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
22 Representative John P. Mirtha
23 2423 Rayburn House O fice Building
24 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
25 Representati ve John E. Peterson
26 307 Cannon House O fice Buil ding
27 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
28 Representative Joseph R Pitts
29 204 Cannon House O fice Buil ding
30 Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
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Representative Todd R Platts
1032 Longworth House O fice Buil ding
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
Representative Donald L. Sherwood
1223 Longworth House O fice Buil ding
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
Representative WIIiam Shuster
2188 Rayburn House O fice Building
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
Representative Patrick J. Tooney
224 Cannon House O fice Buil ding
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
Representative W Curtis Wl don
2466 Rayburn House O fice Buil ding
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
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