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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 2206 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY WEBER, O BRI EN, ADOLPH, ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR
BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, CAWEY, CLYMER, COLEMAN,
CORRI GAN, COY, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DERMODY, DeVEESE,
DONATUCCI , FEESE, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FLICK, FORC ER, GEl ST,
GECORCE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOODVAN, CGRUCELA, HARRI'S, HESS,
KELLER, KOTI K, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, LEWS, MAlI TLAND
MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKCSEK, M GEEHAN, Mcd LL, Ml LHATTAN,
NAI LOR, O NEI LL, PAYNE, PHILLIPS, PISTELLA, ROHRER, RGSS,
RUBLEY, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRCODER
B. SMTH, SOLOBAY, T. STEVENSQON, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
TI GUE, TRAVAG.I O, TURZAI, VANCE, WALKO, WASHI NGTQON, WATSON
AND WLT, APRIL 24, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 24, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the nmonth of April 2003 as "Autism Awar eness Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Autismis a severely incapacitating, |ifelong
devel opnental disability resulting in significant inpairnent of
an individual's ability to | earn, develop healthy interactive
behavi ors and understand verbal, nonverbal and reciprocal
conmmuni cati on; and

WHEREAS, Autismis the third nost common devel opnent al
di sability, affecting nore than 500, 000 individuals nationw de
and 25,000 individuals in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Autismis the result of a neurol ogical disorder

affecting the functioning of the brain, but few nmenbers of the
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general public understand this conpl ex syndrone; and

WHEREAS, Although a cure for autism has not been found,
persons with auti smcan be hel ped to reach their greatest
potential through accurate early diagnosis, appropriate
education and intervention; and

WHEREAS, Support groups such as the G eater Philadel phia
Chapter of the Autism Society of Anerica have dedi cated years of
service in their ongoing efforts to advocate for the rights,
humane treatment and appropriate education of all persons with
autism and

WHEREAS, These groups remain comritted to their cause and to
educating famlies, professionals and the general public to
better understand this lifelong disability; and

WHEREAS, Autismis a conplex disability requiring increased
research to one day find a cure and prevention and requiring
greater recognition and understanding to ensure that persons
with autismare accurately diagnosed and appropriately treated
t hroughout their lives; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
month of April 2003 as "Auti sm Awareness Mont h" i n Pennsyl vani a

and urge its observance throughout this Commonweal t h.
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