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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2677 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEW S, WEBER, BEBKO- JONES, BROWNE, CAPPELLI,
DALLY, DeWEESE, J. EVANS, GEI ST, G NCGRICH, GOCD, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, LEACH, LYNCH, M LLARD, PETRI, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, T. STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR
THOVAS, Tl GUE, WATERS, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOCOD, JUNE 8, 2004

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, JUNE 8, 2004
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AN ACT
Requiring automatic external defibrillators in energency service
vehicles; and providing civil imunity under certain

ci rcunst ances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Enmergency
Service Vehicle Automatic External Defibrillator Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Autonmatic external defibrillator.” A portable device that
uses electric shock to restore a stable heart rhythmto an

i ndi vidual in cardiac arrest.

"Emergency service entity." A fire departnment or an entity



1 that provides anbul ance service, advanced |life support service
2 or other energency service to the public.

3 Section 3. Automatic external defibrillators required.

4 (a) GCeneral rule.--Wthin 90 days of the effective date of
5 this act, an energency service entity shall acquire and maintain
6 an automatic external defibrillator in each vehicle used by the
7 enmergency service entity.

8 (b) Duties.--The enmergency service entity shall:

9 (1) In accordance with subsection (c), provide training
10 to persons who are assigned to each vehicle in which the

11 automatic external defibrillator will be primarily stored.
12 (2) Secure the automatic external defibrillator in a

13 safe and readily accessible location within the vehicle and
14 properly maintain and test the automatic external

15 defibrillator according to the manufacturer's operational

16 gui del i nes.

17 (3) Submt a valid prescription for the automatic

18 external defibrillator froma |licensed nedical practitioner
19 in this Commonweal t h.
20 (c) Training.--The personnel of an emergency service entity
21 who are expected to use the automatic external defibrillators
22 required by this act shall conplete training in cardiopul nonary
23 rescuscitation and in the use of an automatic external
24 defibrillator provided by the American Heart Association or the
25 Anerican Red Cross or through an equival ent course of
26 instruction approved by the departnent.
27 Section 4. Cvil inmmunity.
28 The provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 8331.2 (relating to good
29 Samaritan civil immunity for use of automated external

30 defibrillator) shall apply to personnel of an energency service
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entity that renders care with an automatic external
defibrillator.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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