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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2234 %55

| NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, BASTI AN, BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, CAPPELLI
CLYMER, DENLI NGER, EGOLF, FAI RCHI LD, FLI CK, GODSHALL
KILLION, LEH, LEWS, M| LHATTAN, Ml LH NNEY, MJSTI O N CKQOL,
REED, REI CHLEY, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SCAVELLQ
STEIL, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR TURZAI, WATSON AND WLT,
DECEMBER 9, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, DECEMBER 9, 2003
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
punitive danages.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 8372. Limtati ons on recovery of punitive damages.

(a) Standard for award.--In an action all egi ng damages for

death, for injury to person or property or for econonmic | 0oss, a

plaintiff nust establish a defendant's liability for punitive

danages beyond a reasonabl e doubt.

(b)Y Distribution of award. --Foll owi ng an award of punitive

damages, 80% of the anpunt awarded shall be paid directly to the

Medi cal Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mare) Fund.

(c) Audit.--The Auditor General shall review coll ections and




1 expenditures made pursuant to subsection (b) and report its

2 findings to the General Assenbly annually.

3 (d) Exception.--The limtations contained in this section

4 shall not apply to an action alleging damages for death, injury
5 to person or property or econonmc |oss where the action relates
6 to an incident or occurrence for which an individual has been

7 charged and convicted of a crimnal act for which a period of

8 incarceration is or may be a part of the sentence.

9 Section 2. This act shall apply to all pending actions in
10 which trial has not conmenced on the effective date of this act.
11 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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