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AN ACT

1  Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania
2     Consolidated Statutes, providing for sibling visitation.

3     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

4  hereby enacts as follows:

5     Section 1.  Section 5301 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania

6  Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

7  § 5301.  Declaration of policy.

8     The General Assembly declares that it is the public policy of

9  this Commonwealth, when in the best interest of the child, to

10  assure a reasonable and continuing contact of the child with

11  both parents after a separation or dissolution of the marriage

12  and the sharing of the rights and responsibilities of child

13  rearing by both parents and continuing contact of the child or

___________14  children with grandparents or siblings when a parent is

______________________________15  deceased, divorced or separated and when continuing contact as

________________________________________________________________16  determined by the court is in the best interest of the child due



_________________________________1  to a breakdown in the family unit.

2     Section 2.  Title 23 is amended by adding a section to read:

____________________________3  § 5315.  Sibling visitation.

_________________________________________________________4     The court shall award visitation rights to a sibling when

________________________________________________________5  continuing contact is in the best interest of the child.

6     Section 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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