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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 837 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PAYNE, BROME, BUXTON, CAWEY, CRAHALLA,
CRElI GHTON, CRUZ, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, GEI ST, G LLESPI E, GORDNER
HARHAI , HASAY, H CKERNELL, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSON, LEACH, LEWS,
MELI O S. M LLER, NAILOR RAYMOND, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO SHANER
J. TAYLOR, TIGUE, YOUNGBLOOD AND SOLOBAY, MARCH 11, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 11, 2003
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AN ACT

Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for sinple assault.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2701 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dat ed Statutes, anmended Decenber 9, 2002 (P.L.1391, No.
172), is amended to read:

§ 2701. Sinple assault.
(a) Ofense defined.--A person is guilty of assault if he:
(1) attenpts to cause or intentionally, know ngly or
reckl essly causes bodily injury to another;
(2) negligently causes bodily injury to another with a
deadl y weapon;
(3) attenpts by physical nmenace to put another in fear
of imm nent serious bodily injury; or

(4) conceals or attenpts to conceal a hypoderm c needl e
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on his person and intentionally or know ngly penetrates a | aw
enforcenent officer or an officer or an enpl oyee of a
correctional institution, county jail or prison, detention
facility or nental hospital during the course of an arrest or
any search of the person.

(b) Gading.--Sinple assault is a m sdeneanor of the second

degree unl ess conmitted:

(1) in a fight or scuffle entered into by nutual
consent, in which case it is a m sdenmeanor of the third
degree; [or]

(2) against a child under 12 years of age by an adult 21
years of age or older, in which case it is a m sdeneanor of
the first degree[.]; or

(3) when the defendant was subject to a court order

restricting in any way the defendant's behavior toward the

victimpursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to protecti on

from abuse) or any other order of a court of conmmpbn pl eas or

of the mnor judiciary designed in whole or in part to

protect the victimfromthe defendant, in which case it is a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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