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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 655 5%

I NTRODUCED BY S. H SM TH, N CKOL, BELFANTI, CAPPELLI
CRElI GHTON, CURRY, FEESE, GEI ST, GEORGE, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HESS, HORSEY, JAMES, KOTIK, LAUGHLIN, LEH, LEWS,
MACKERETH, MAI TLAND, MARS| CO, McCALL, Ml LHATTAN, Ml LH NNEY,
MENAUGHTON, METCALFE, NAILOR, O NEILL, PAYNE, PICKETT,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, SAI NATO, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY,
SURRA, THOVAS, TRUE, WASHI NGTON AND WLT, MARCH 4, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 4, 2003

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of February 1, 1974 (P.L.34, No.15), entitled
2 "An act creating a Pennsylvania Minicipal Retirenment System
3 for the paynent of retirement allowances to officers,
4 enpl oyes, firenen and police of political subdivisions and
5 muni ci pal authorities and of institutions supported and
6 mai nt ai ned by political subdivisions and runici pal gover nnment
7 associ ations and providing for the adm nistration of the same
8 by a board conposed of the State Treasurer and others
9 appoi nted by the Governor; inposing certain duties on the
10 Pennsyl vani a Muni ci pal Retirenment Board and the actuary
11 t hereof ; providing the procedure whereby political
12 subdi vi si ons and nuni ci pal authorities may join such system
13 and inposing certain liabilities and obligations on such
14 political subdivisions and nunicipal authorities in
15 connection therewith, and as to certain existing retirenent
16 and pension systens, and upon officers, enployes, firenen and
17 police of such political subdivisions, institutions supported
18 and mai ntai ned by political subdivisions, and upon mnuni ci pal
19 authorities; providing for the continuation of certain
20 muni ci pal retirenment systens now adm ni stered by the

21 Commonweal t h; providing certain exenptions fromtaxation
22 execution, attachnment, |evy and sale and providing for the
23 repeal of certain related acts,” further providing for

24 disability retirement of police officers.

25 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

26 hereby enacts as follows:



Section 1. Sections 313(a) and 411(a) of the act of February
1, 1974 (P.L.34, No.15), known as the Pennsyl vani a Mini ci pal
Retirement Law, anmended May 17, 1980 (P.L.135, No.50), are
amended to read:

Section 313. Disability Retirenent.--(a) After a
contributor has had ten or nore years of total service, he may,
upon application or on application of one acting in his behalf,
or upon application of a head of the departnent of the
muni ci pality by which he is enployed, be retired by the board on
a disability allowance if he is under superannuation retirenment
age, and on a superannuation retirenment allowance if he has
attai ned or passed such age, if the physician designated by the
board, after nedical exam nation of the contributor nade at the
pl ace of residence of the contributor or at a place nutually
agreed upon, shall certify to the board that the contributor,

for nedical reasons, is unable to [engage in any gai nful

enpl oynment] return to or performthe duties of his office and
that said contributor ought to be retired. Wien the disability
of a contributor is determ ned to be service-connected, as
defined in this act, no mnimm period of service shall be
required for eligibility. Application filing requirenments shal
be identical to those outlined in clause (1) of section 309.

* x *

Section 411. Disability Retirement.--(a) After a menber of

a nunici pal plan has had the required nunber of years of total

service as stated in the contract, he may, upon application or
on the application of one acting in his behalf, or upon

application of a head of the departnment of the nunicipality by
whi ch he is enployed, be retired by the board on a disability

al l omance if he is under superannuation retirenment age, and on a
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superannuation retirenent allowance if he has attained or passed
such age, if the physician designated by the board, after

medi cal exam nation of the nenber made at the place of residence
of the menber or at a place nmutually agreed upon, shall certify

to the board that the nmenber is unable to engage in any gai nful

enpl oynment and that said nenber ought to be retired. In the case

of a nenber of a firefighter or police pension plan who has had

the required nunber of years of total service as stated in the

contract, the nmenber need only be certified by the physician to

be unable to return to or performthe duties of his office.

Where the disability of a nenber is determ ned to be service-
connected, as defined in this act, no mninmm period of service
shall be required for eligibility. Requirenments for filing
applications shall be identical to those outlined in clause (1)
of section 407.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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