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AN ACT
Amending Title 9 (Burial Gounds) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the restoration of
ceneteries.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 9 of the Pennsylvania Consol i dated Statutes

i s amended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 4
CEMETERY RELI EF
Sec.
401. Definitions.
402. State Board of Cenetery Relief Directors.
403. Cenetery relief.
404. Cenetery Relief Fund.
§ 401. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Application.” An application for cenetery relief submtted
pursuant to this chapter by a board of county conmm ssioners.
"Board." The State Board of Cenetery Relief Directors
establ i shed pursuant to section 402 (relating to State Board of
Cenetery Relief Directors).
"Departnment."” The Departnent of State of the Commonweal th
acting through the State Real Estate Comm ssion.
"Fund." The Cenetery Relief Fund established pursuant to
section 404 (relating to Cenetery Relief Fund).
§ 402. State Board of Cenetery Relief Directors.
(a) Establishnent.--The State Board of Cenetery Relief
Directors is hereby established within the Departnment of State.
(b) Powers and duties.--The board shall have the power and
duty to do all of the follow ng:
(1) Review applications.
(2) Make determnations as to the purpose and anount of
any award granted to a cenetery under this chapter.
(3) Provide advice to the State Treasurer to adm nister
t he fund.
(c) Menbership.--The board shall consist of the foll ow ng
menbers:
(1) Three nenbers appointed by the Governor.
(2) One nenber appointed by the President pro tenpore of
t he Senate.
(3) One nenber appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.
(d) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the board shall receive no
conpensation for their services but shall be reinbursed for

their necessary expenses incurred while serving as board

20030H0229B0258 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

menbers.

(e) Vacancies.--A vacancy on the board shall be filled by
t he appointing authority for the balance of the term

(f) Ternms of nenbers.--Menbers of the board shall serve
terms of three years and until a successor is appointed and
qual i fied, except that the terns of the initial five
appoi ntments shall be staggered with two nenbers' terns expiring
two years after their initial appointnents. Any nenber of the
board may be renoved by the departnent for mal feasance in
office, failure to attend regularly schedul ed neetings or any
cause that renders the nenber incapable of or unfit to discharge
hi s duties.

(g) Quorum--Three nenbers shall constitute a quorumfor the
pur pose of conducting the business of the board and for al
ot her purposes. All actions of the board shall be taken by a
majority of the nenbers, and in no event fewer than three
menbers.

(h) Meetings.--Meetings of the board shall be held nonthly
and shall be subject to 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open
neetings) and the act of June 21, 1957 (P.L.390, No.212),
referred to as the R ght-to-Know Law.

8§ 403. Cenetery relief.

The board of county comm ssioners in any county may, upon
receiving a request froma cenetery, file an application to the
board for cenetery relief for any cenetery located in this
Commonweal th for the purpose of obtaining an award under this
chapter for restoration or refurbishnent of the cenetery.

§ 404. Cenetery Relief Fund.
(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a separate

account in the State Treasury to be known as the Cenetery Relief
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Fund. The fund shall be admi nistered by the State Treasurer wth
t he advice of the board. Al interest earned fromthe investnent
or deposit of noneys accunulated in the fund shall be deposited
in the fund for the sane use.

(b) Funds.--Al noneys deposited into the fund shall be held
in trust and shall not be considered general revenue of the
Commonweal th but shall be used only to effectuate the purposes
of this chapter as determ ned by the board.

(c) Receipts and other credits.--There shall be paid or
credited to the fund:

(1) Anmounts appropriated to the fund in the manner
provi ded by | aw.
(2) The follow ng surcharges which are hereby inposed:
(1) A surcharge on any birth certificate issued by
t he Departnent of Health, except that no surcharge shal
be added to a birth certificate which is issued without a
f ee.
(i1i) A surcharge on any death certificate issued by
a local registrar or the Departnment of Health, except
that no surcharge shall be added to a death certificate
which is issued without a fee.

(d) Collection of surcharges.--Surcharges coll ected under
subsection (c)(2) shall be remtted by the Departnment of Health
or the local registrar on a nonthly basis to the State
Treasurer.

(e) Expenditures.--Mneys in the fund may be expended by the
board to inplenent this chapter

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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