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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2068 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KITCHEN, COSTA, TARTAG.I ONE, HELFRI CK
LEMMOND, SCHWARTZ, C. WLLI AMS, MJRPHY, BODACK, GREENLEAF
A, WLLIAMS AND CONTI, SEPTEMBER 20, 2002

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Conm ssion to study whet her
mnorities are systematically underrepresented in juries for
crimnal proceedings across this Commonweal th, including the
reasons therefor, and to report its findings to the General

Assenbl y.

WHEREAS, There is a constitutional guarantee for a defendant
in a crimnal proceeding to be given a fair trial by an
inmpartial jury in this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Recent evidence finds that the system which sel ects
people for jury duty in a portion of this Commonweal th
consi stently overl ooks bl acks and favors whites; and

WHEREAS, According to a recent investigation by the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, people living in white nei ghborhoods
in Al egheny County are nore than twice as likely to be called
for jury duty as residents of black communities; and

WHEREAS, An analysis of a five-nonth survey of persons who
reported for jury duty in Al egheny County reveal ed that the

county's crimnal jury roonms are typically |less than 5% bl ack

whi |l e bl acks conprise 11% of the county's adult popul ation; and



WHEREAS, Thi s inbal ance casts reasonabl e doubt on the
guarantee to a fair trial in this Conmonwealth; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Conmmi ssion to study whether mnorities are systematically
underrepresented in juries for crimnal proceedings across this

Commonweal th, including the reasons therefor, and to report its
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findings to the General Assenbly within 120 days of passage.
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