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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 955 =55

| NTRODUCED BY D. WHI TE, ROBBINS, RHOADES, COSTA, ORI E, LAVALLE
TOWLI NSQN, ERI CKSON, LEMMVOND, KUKOVI CH, WAUGH, MJSTO
KASUNI C, CORVAN AND STACK, JUNE 15, 2001

SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDMVENTS, JUNE 17, 2002

AN ACT
Providing #eF—adepP}en—e#—a—¥aeeLnaPLen—peLLey—aP—LnsPLP&PLens <—

for vaccination agai nst nmeni ngococcal
di sease for students at institutions of higher education.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Coll ege and
Uni versity Student Vaccination Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Branch canpus.” A branch canpus is a unit of an institution
of hi gher education which is distinguished by all of the
foll owi ng characteristics:

(1) An academ c degree-granting program or organi zed

parts thereof offered on a continuing basis.
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(2) Location separately identifiable fromthe main
canpus of the parent institution and providing the services
normal |y associated with the canpus.

(3) Legal authority for governance, adm nistration and

general operation derived fromthe charter or enabling

| egislation of the parent institution or of the State System

of Hi gher Educati on.

"Conmmunity colleges.” Institutions now or hereafter created
pursuant to Article XIX-A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, or the act of
August 24, 1963 (P.L.1132, No.484), known as the Comrunity
Col | ege Act of 1963.

"Dormitory or housing unit.” A building owned by an
institution of higher education which is used as a residence by
students of the institution.

"I ndependent institution of higher education.” An
institution of higher education which is operated not for
profit, located in and incorporated or chartered by the
Commonweal th, entitled to confer degrees and apply to itself the
designation "col |l ege" or "university" as provided for by
standards and qualifications prescribed by the State Board of
Educati on under 24 Pa.C.S. Ch. 65 (relating to private coll eges,
uni versities and sem naries).

"Institution of higher education.” An independent
institution of higher education, a community college, a State-
owned institution or a State-related institution, any of which
is approved by the Departnent of Educati on.

"State-owned institutions.” Those institutions which are
part of the State System of Hi gher Education pursuant to Article
XX- A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
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Public School Code of 1949.
"State-related institutions.” The Pennsylvania State

University, the University of Pittsburgh, Tenple University and

Li ncoln University and their branch canpuses.
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Section 4 3. Vaccination requirenent. <—
(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), an
institution of higher education shall prohibit a student from
residing in a dormtory or housing unit unless the student has
recei ved a one-time vacci nati on agai nst neni ngococcal disease.
If the student is a mnor, the vaccination may only be
adm nistered with the consent of the student's parent or
guar di an.
(b) Exception.--An institution of higher education may SHALL <—
permt a student to reside in a dormtory or housing unit
wi t hout being vaccinated, for religious or other reasons,
agai nst neni ngococcal disease if the institution provides
detailed information on the risks associated w th neni ngococcal
di sease and the availability and the effectiveness of any
vacci ne to:
(1) The student, if the student is 18 years of age or
ol der, and the student signs a witten waiver stating that
t he student has received and reviewed the information

provi ded and has chosen not to be vaccinated, for religious
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or other reasons, against meni ngococcal disease.

(2) The student's parent or guardian, if the student is
a mnor, and the student's parent or guardian signs a witten
wai ver stating that the parent or guardi an has received and
reviewed the information provided and has chosen not to have
t he student vaccinated, for religious or other reasons,
agai nst neni ngococcal di sease.

(c) Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be

construed to require an institution of higher education to
provi de or pay for vaccinations agai nst neni ngococcal disease.
An institution is only responsible for the di ssem nation of

i nformati on and docunentation of vaccination or collection of
wai ver forns.

Section 5 4. Ef fecti ve date. <—

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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