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AN ACT

Establ i shing a grant program for nunicipal fire conpani es and
muni ci pal anbul ance services; and maki ng an appropriation.
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7 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

8 hereby enacts as foll ows:

9 CHAPTER 1

10 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

11 Section 101. Short title.

12 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal

13 Fire Conpany and Munici pal Anmbul ance Service G ant Act.

14 Section 102. Definitions.

15 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

16 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

17 context clearly indicates otherw se:

18 "Advanced |ife support services.”" The termshall have the
19 neaning given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
20 known as the Enmergency Medical Services Act.
21 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.
22 "Basic |ife support services." The termshall have the
23 nmeaning given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
24 known as the Enmergency Medical Services Act.
25 "Conmi ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner.
26 "Eligible municipality.” A municipality that has established
27 and currently operates and maintains a nunicipal fire conpany or
28 a muni ci pal anbul ance servi ce.
29 "Facility."” A structure or portion thereof intended for the

30 purpose of storage or protection of firefighting apparatus,
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anbul ances and rescue vehicles and rel ated equi prent and gear.
The term does not include neeting halls, social halls, social
roons, |ounges or any other facility not directly related to
firefighting or the furnishing of anbul ance or rescue services.

"Grant program” The Municipal Fire Conpany G ant Program
established in Chapter 3 or the Minicipal Anbul ance Service
Grant Program established in Chapter 5.

“Invalid coach.” The termshall have the nmeaning given to it
in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Act.

"“Muni ci pal anbul ance service." An anbul ance service that is
mai nt ai ned and operated by a nunicipality for the purpose of
conveying sick and injured persons to and from hospitals which
are located in and in the vicinity of the municipality. This
termshall be limted to those anbul ance services that were not
eligible for grants under the act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477,

No. 66), known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer
Anbul ance Service G ant Act.

"Muni cipal fire conpany.” A fire conpany that is operated
and mai ntained by a municipality for the purpose of fighting
fires and providing fire protection within and in the vicinity
of the municipality. This termshall be |[imted to those fire
conpani es that were not eligible for grants under the act of
June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), known as the Volunteer Fire
Conmpany and Vol unt eer Anbul ance Service G ant Act.

“"Municipality.” Any county, city, borough, incorporated town
or townshi p.

CHAPTER 3
MUNI Cl PAL FI RE COMPANY GRANT PROGRAM

Secti on 301. Est abl i shnent.
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The Muni ci pal Fire Conpany Grant Programis hereby
established and shall be adnmi nistered by the agency in
consultation with the comm ssioner. Gants provided under this
program shall be used to inprove and enhance the capabilities of
the municipal fire conpany to provide firefighting, anbul ance
and rescue services.

Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vania Bulletin within 30 days of the effective date of
this section.

Section 303. Award of grants.

(a) Purposes of grants.--The agency is hereby authorized to
make a one-tinme grant award to an eligible nmunicipality that
currently operates and maintains a nunicipal fire conpany for
the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the fire conpany's
facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and furnishings
necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the
conpany to provide fire, anmbul ance and rescue services.

(2) Repair of firefighting, anbul ance or rescue
equi pnent or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
(b) Amount of grants.--

(1) Gants shall equal $15,000 per eligible
muni ci pality.

(2) Gants shall be awarded on a pro rata basis if the

total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
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amount of funds allocated in section 701.

(c) Applications for grants.--

(1) The agency shall provide applications for grants
under this act to the governing body of every eligible
muni ci pality that currently operates and maintains a
muni ci pal fire conmpany in this Commonweal th on or before July
1, 2001.

(2) Eligible municipalities that maintain and operate
muni ci pal fire conpani es seeking grants under this act shal
submt conpleted applications to the agency on or before
Septenber 1, 2001. The agency shall act to approve or
di sapprove the application by Cctober 1, 2001. Applications
whi ch have not been approved or di sapproved by the agency by
Cct ober 4, 2001, shall be deenmed approved.

(3) Applications submtted after the Septenber 1, 2001
deadl i ne shall be accepted by the agency, and grants may be
awar ded at the discretion of the agency fromthe reserve fund
set aside under section 304.

(d) Eligibility.--For an eligible municipality to receive
grant funds under this chapter, the nunicipal fire conmpany shal
have actively responded to one or nore fire energencies since
July 1, 2000.

Section 304. Reserve funds.

(a) Reserve for grants.--The agency shall reserve an anount
not to exceed 3% of the funds allocated in section 701 for the
grant program establi shed under this chapter for the purposes of
awardi ng grants to eligible nmunicipalities for nunicipal fire
conpani es that submt applications after Septenber 1, 2001, that
woul d have ot herw se been eligible for and been awarded a grant

under the grant program
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(b) Limtation.--No eligible municipality my receive a
grant fromreserve funds in an anount greater than the anount
that it would have received had it applied in a tinely manner.

CHAPTER 5
MUNI CI PAL AMBULANCE SERVI CE GRANT PROGRAM
Section 501. Establishnent.

The Muni ci pal Anbul ance Service Grant Programis hereby
established and shall be adm nistered by the agency. Grants
provi ded under this programshall be used to inprove and enhance
the capabilities of the mnunicipal anbul ance services to provide
anbul ance, energency nedical, basic |ife support and advanced
life support services.

Section 502. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vani a Bul l etin and Pennsyl vania Code within 30 days of
the effective date of this act.

Section 503. Award of grants.

(a) Purpose of grants.--The agency is hereby authorized to
make a one-tinme grant award to every eligible nmunicipality that
currently operates and nmai ntains a munici pal anbul ance service
for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the runi ci pal
anbul ance service's facility and purchase or repair of
fixtures and furni shings necessary to nmaintain or inprove the
capability of the anmbul ance service to provide anbul ance,
energency nedical, basic |ife support and advanced life

support services.
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(2) Repair of anbul ance equi prent or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
(b) Amount of grants.--

(1) Gants shall equal $2,500 per eligible nunicipality.

(2) Gants shall be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
amount of funds allocated in section 702.

(c) Applications for grants.--

(1) The agency shall provide applications for grants
under this act to the governing body of every eligible
muni ci pality that operates and naintains a mnuni ci pal
anbul ance service in this Commonweal th on or before July 1,
2001.

(2) Eligible municipalities that maintain and operate
muni ci pal anbul ance conpani es seeking grants under this act
shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
bef ore Septenber 1, 2001. The agency shall act to approve or
di sapprove the application by Cctober 1, 2001. Applications
whi ch have not been approved or di sapproved by the agency by
Cct ober 4, 2001, shall be deenmed approved.

Section 504. Reserve funds.

(a) Reserve for grants.--The agency shall reserve an anount
not to exceed 3% of the funds allocated in section 702 for the
grant program establi shed under this chapter for the purposes of
awardi ng grants to eligible rmunicipalities for nunicipal
anbul ance services that subnit applications after Septenber 1
2001, that woul d have ot herwi se been eligible for and been
awar ded a grant under the grant program

(b) Limtation.--No eligible municipality my receive a

grant fromreserve funds in an anount greater than the anount
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1 that it would have received had it applied in a tinely manner.
2 CHAPTER 7

3 GRANT FUNDI NG PROVI SI ONS

4 Section 701. Municipal Fire Conpany Grant Program

5 The sum of $1, 020,000 is appropriated to the Pennsylvani a
6 Enmergency Managenent Agency fromthe General Fund for the

7 purpose of nmaking grants to eligible municipalities for

8 nunicipal fire conpani es pursuant to Chapter 3.

9 Section 702. Minicipal Anmbul ance Service Grant Program

10 The sum of $1, 480,000 is appropriated to the Pennsylvani a
11 Energency Managenent Agency fromthe General Fund for the

12 purpose of nmaking grants to eligible municipalities for

13 nunici pal anbul ance services pursuant to Chapter 5.

14 Section 703. Restriction.

15 No noneys fromthe appropriation for grants to nmunicipalities
16 for municipal fire conpanies and nunici pal anbul ance services
17 shall be used for expenses or costs incurred by the agency for
18 the admnistration of the grant prograns authorized under

19 Chapters 3 and 5.
20 CHAPTER 9
21 M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
22 Section 901. Expiration of authority.
23 The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapters 3
24 and 5 shall expire June 30, 2002.
25 Section 902. Effective date.
26 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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