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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 400 55

I NTRODUCED BY MJURPHY, PI CCOLA, JUBELI RER, ROBBINS, BELL,
RHOADES, CONTI, WAGNER, TARTAGLI ONE, EARLL, KUKOVI CH
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SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
JUNE 18, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of October 10, 1975 (P.L.383, No.110), entitled

"An act relating to the practice of physical therapy,"
further providing for the State Board of Physical Therapy;
providing for a certificate of authorization to practice
physi cal therapy without the required referral; requiring
professional liability insurance coverage and conti nui ng
education; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2.1(a) of the act of Cctober 10, 1975
(P.L.383, No.110), known as the Physical Therapy Practice Act,
added Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.500, No.117), is anended to read:

Section 2.1. State Board of Physical Therapy.--(a) The
board shall consist of [nine] eleven nmenbers, all of whom shal
be residents of Pennsylvania. [Five] Six nmenbers shall be
physi cal therapists |icensed to practice in this Conmonweal t h,
each having had at |east five years of experience as a physical

t herapi st, three years of which nust have i nmediately preceded
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t he appoi ntnment to the board. One nenber shall be a physical

t herapi st assistant currently registered with the board or an
athletic trainer currently certified by the board[, provided
that the initial appointee shall be a physical therapist
assistant who is currently listed with the board and who shal

not be required to be registered until the provisions of section
9.1 have been inplenented]. Two nenbers shall be representatives
of the public. One nenber shall be the Comm ssioner of

Prof essi onal and QOccupational Affairs. One nenber shall be the

Physi ci an General of the Conmpbnweal th or his desi gnee. The

menbers of the board shall be appointed by the Governor, wth
t he advi ce and consent of a majority of the nmenbers elected to
t he Senate.

* x *

Section 2. Section 9 of the act, amended April 4, 1984
(P.L.196, No.41), is anended to read:

Section 9. Practice [and Referrals by Physicians.--Any] of

Physi cal Therapy.--(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), no

person |icensed under this act as a physical therapist shal
[not] treat human ail nments by physical therapy or otherw se
except by the referral of a person licensed as a physi cian;
however, a physical therapist shall be permitted to accept the
referral of a dentist or podiatrist |licensed, for the treatnent
of a condition that is within the scope of practice of dentistry
or podiatry. Nothing in this act shall be construed as

aut hori zation for a physical therapist to practice any branch of
the healing arts except as described in this act. Any person
violating the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a

m sdenmeanor as described in section 12.

(b)Y Licensees who neet the standards set forth in this
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subsection may apply to the board for a certificate of

aut hori zation to practi ce physical therapy under this act

wi thout the required referral under subsection (a). A

certificate of authorization to practice physical therapy

wi thout a referral under subsection (a) shall not authorize a

physi cal therapist either to treat a condition in any person

whi ch i s a nonneurol ogi c, nonnuscul ar or nonskel etal condition

or to treat a person who has an acute cardi ac or acute pul nobnary

condi ti on unl ess the physical therapi st has consulted with the

person's |icensed physician, dentist or podiatrist regardi ng the

person's condition and the physical therapy treatnent plan or

has referred the person to a |licensed physician, dentist or

podi atrist for diagnosis and referral. The certificate of

aut hori zation shall be issued only to |icensed physical

t herapi sts practi ci ng physical therapy. The certificate of

aut hori zation shall be displayed by the certificate holder in a

manner conspi cuous to the public. The renewal of the certificate

of authorization shall coincide with the renewal of the |icense

of the licensee. Licensees naking application for a certificate

of authorization shall present satisfactory evidence to the

board of all of the foll ow ng:

(1) That the |icensee has:

(i) passed an exam nation for |licensure to practice physi cal

t her apy, whi ch exani nation included testing on the appropriate

eval uati ve procedures to treat a person without a referral; or

(ii) passed an exam nation for |licensure to practice

physi cal therapy prior to 1990 and successfully conpleted a

course approved by the board on the appropriate eval uati ve

procedures to treat a person without a referral.

(2) That the |icensee has:
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(i) practiced physical therapy as a |icensed physi cal

therapist in the delivery of patient care in accordance with

this act on a continuous basis for at | east two years

i mmedi ately preceding the application for a certificate of

aut hori zati on;

(ii) been |licensed under subsection (d.1) of section 6 and

has practi ced physical therapy in the delivery of patient care

as a licensed physical therapist in a reciprocal state on a

conti nuous basis for at |least two years i nmedi ately precedi ng

the application for a certificate of authorizati on; or

(iii) provided proof of neeting the standards of cl ause (i)

or (ii) of this paragraph through the applicati on of any

conbi nati on thereof.

(3) That the license of that |icensee has been naintained in

good st andi ng.

(4) That the |icensee has professional liability insurance

in accordance with the foll owi ng provisions:

(i) Beginning with the first |license renewal period at | east

two years after the effective date of this subsecti on or upon

first maki ng application for a certificate of authorization,

whi chever occurs earlier, any |licensee applying for and

obtaining a certificate of authorization shall obtain and

mai ntain, to the satisfacti on of the board, professional

liability i nsurance coverage in the m ni num anpbunts required to

be mai ntai ned by physici ans pursuant to the act of COctober 15,

1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as the "Health Care Services

Mal practice Act." The professional liability i nsurance cover age

shall remain in effect as long as that |icensee has a

certificate of authorization.

(ii) Alicensee shall notify the board within 30 days of the
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licensee's failure to be covered by the required i nsurance.

Failure to notify the board shall be acti onabl e under section 11

or 12. Further, the certificate of authorization of that

|i censee shall autonmatically be suspended upon failure to be

covered by the required i nsurance and shall not be restored

until subnission to the board of satisfactory evidence that the

li censee has the required professional liability insurance

(iii) The board shall accept fromlicensees as satisfactory

evi dence of insurance coverage under this subsecti on, any or al

of the foll owi ng: self-insurance, personally purchased

professional liability i nsurance, professional liability

i nsurance coverage provided by the |licensee's enpl oyer or any

simlar type of coverage.

(iv) The board shall adopt, by regul ati on, standards and

procedures established by the | nsurance Conni ssi oner for self-

i nsurance. I n the absence of these standards and procedures, the

board, after consultation with the |Insurance Conm ssi oner, shal

establi sh standards and procedures by reqgul ation for self-

i nsurance under this subsection.

(c) (1) For each renewal of the certificate of

aut hori zation, the |licensee shall conplete, within the

i medi ately precedi ng two-year period, at | east 20 hours of

conti nui ng physi cal therapy education related to keepi ng the

certificate hol der appri sed of advancenents and new devel opnents

in the practice of the physical therapy profession. At |east ten

of the 20 hours shall be in appropri ate eval uati ve procedures to

treat a person without a referral. The |icensee shall provide

the board with evidence of the conpletion of the continuing

educati on.
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(2) Continuing educati on prograns and program providers

under this paragraph shall be approved by the board in

accordance with standards and criteria established by the board

by requl ati on. The requl ati on shall include any fees necessary

to inplenent this provision and provide for wai ver of the

conti nui ng educati on requirenent due to illness or hardship in

any |licensing renewal period.

(3) The requirenents for continui ng physi cal therapy

educati on shall not apply until the first renewal of the

certificate of authorization at | east two years after the

effective date of this subsection. No credit shall be qgiven for

any course in office nmanagenent or practice buil ding.

(d) A physical therapist practicing physical therapy under

this act shall refer patients to a |licensed physici an or other

appropriate health care practitioner in any of the foll ow ng

(1) Cases where synptons are present for whi ch physical

therapy is a contraindi cation.

(2) Cases for which treatnent is outside the scope of

practi ce of physical therapy.

(3) Cases for which treatnent is beyond the educati on,

experti se or experi ence of the physical therapist.

(e) A physical therapist may treat a person w thout a

referral as provided for in subsection (b) for up to 30 days

fromthe date of the first treatnent. A physical therapist shal

not treat a person beyond 30 days fromthe date of the first

treat nent unl ess he or she has obtained a referral froma

| i censed physician, dentist or podiatrist. THE DATE OF THE Fl RST

TREATMENT FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SUBSECTION | S THE DATE THE PERSON

| S TREATED BY ANY PHYSI CAL THERAPI ST TREATI NG W THOUT A
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1 REFERRAL.

2 (f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require or
3 preclude third-party insurance reinbursenent.

4 Section 3. Section 11(a)(1) of the act, amended Decenber 20,
5 1985 (P.L.500, No.117), is anended to read:

6 Section 11. Refusal or Suspension or Revocation of

7 License.--(a) The board shall refuse to issue a |license to any

8 person and after notice and hearing in accordance with rul es and
9 regulations, may suspend or revoke the license of any person who
10 has:

11 (1) been found to have violated any of the provisions of

12 section 9;

13 * x *

14 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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