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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 705 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DeWEESE, RYAN, LEVDANSKY, DERMODY, SHANER
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A RESOLUTI ON

Requesting that the National Council of the Lewis and O ark

Bi centenni al designate the planned events in Pittsburgh at

t he Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional Hi story Center

fromJuly 15 through August 31, 2003, as a national signature

event.

WHEREAS, Nearly 200 years ago President Thomas Jefferson
wi th congressional support, sought to furnish an expedition to
study native cultures, investigate geographic features, discover
useful plants and animals and i nform Native Americans of the new
sovereignty of the United States, which had recently been
acquired from France as a result of the Louisiana Purchase; and

WHEREAS, The president turned to his young private secretary,
Captain Meriwether Lewis, to provide |leadership in this
endeavor; and

WHEREAS, Lewi s, joined by his co-conmander WIliam d ark,
began an exploration to find the source of the Mssouri River
and tributaries and to find a suitable water passage to the

western ocean for the purpose of conmmerce and exploration; and

WHEREAS, This great voyage of di scovery opened up the
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Anerican West and wi dened the horizons of Anerica's nanifest
destiny; and

WHEREAS, The Lewis and O ark Expedition increased the young
nation's know edge of and pride in our precious natural
resources; and

WHEREAS, The expedition hel ped the nation gain a better
under standing of Anerica's native cultures; and

WHEREAS, Mbst inportantly, Lewis and Clark's indomtable
spirit and courage stand as a testanment to American
resour ceful ness, ingenuity and courage; and

WHEREAS, This expedition was a major event in the history of
the United States and hel ped shape the cultural and geographic
boundari es of our county; and

WHEREAS, The respect fostered between Native Anerican tribes
and nmenbers of the expedition represents a fine exanple of
di pl omacy and rel ati onshi ps between di vergent nations and
cul tures; and

WHEREAS, Lewi s chose Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as the
expedition's point of departure, not just for its fortuitous
confluence of rivers, but because only in Pittsburgh and its
environs could he find skilled worknmen to build the keel boat he
needed for a transcontinental voyage; and

WHEREAS, Efforts to comrenorate the 200t h anniversary of this
great adventure have been organi zed throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, Anerican comrunities from Charlottesville, Virginia
to Astoria, Oregon, have been sel ected by the National Counci
of the Lewis and Cark Bicentennial as sites for national
heritage signature events during the bicentennial comenoration
of the Lewis and C ark Expedition from 2003 through 2006; and

WHEREAS, Each comunity was chosen for its place in the
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1 expedition's chronology, its historical relevance, cultural

2 diversity, tribal involvenent, geographic |ocation and

3 sponsoring organi zations' capacity; and

4 VWHEREAS, The National Council of the Lewis and O ark

5 Bicentennial has designated 15 national signature events to be

6 highlighted in the three-year celebration; therefore be it

7 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

8 Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a recogni ze the pivotal role that

9 Pittsburgh and western Pennsylvania played in this epic story
10 and conclude that the bicentennial nust not pass unnoticed in
11 this entire area; and be it further

12 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives respectfully

13 request that the National Council of the Lewis and C ark

14 Bicentennial designate the planned events in Pittsburgh at the
15 Senat or John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional Hi story Center fromJuly
16 15 through August 31, 2003, as a national signature event; and
17 be it further
18 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
19 the President of the United States, the Director of the
20 Smithsonian Institution, the President of the National
21 Ceographic Society and to each nmenber of Congress from
22 Pennsyl vani a.
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