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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 628 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, BROCKS, HERVAN, FRANKEL, SCHRODER, M BAKER
BASTI AN, BELARDI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, CORRI GAN,
DeLUCA, FI CHTER, FREEMAN, GRUCELA, HORSEY, LAUGHLI N, MCALL
MELI O MUNDY, PETRARCA, PI STELLA, READSHAW E. Z. TAYLOR
TRELLO, WASHI NGTON, M WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOOD AND HASAY
JUNE 26, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 26, 2002
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Menorializing Congress to pass legislation permtting
i nportation from Canada of approved prescription drugs.

WHEREAS, The cost of prescription drugs continues to
i ncrease; and

VWHEREAS, The Centers for Medicare and Medi caid Services
predi ct that spending on prescription drugs will increase by an
average of 12% every year for the next decade; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, 35% of seniors |ack drug
coverage, 80% of retired persons take at |east one prescription
drug per day, and the average Medicare beneficiary will spend
$942 this year on their prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, Many seniors are forced to choose between housing,
food or their prescription drugs, since the average senior
recei ving Social Security is living on only $780 per nonth; and

WHEREAS, There is a significant differential in prices of
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prescription drugs between the United States and Canada, and the
Federal General Accounting O fice reported that prescription
drugs in the United States were priced approxi mately 34% hi gher
than the sanme products in Canada; and

WHEREAS, Under Federal law, it is illegal for individuals to
go to Mexico, Canada or any other country with | ow priced
prescription drugs and bring them back into the United States;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nenorialize Congress to pass
| egi slation permtting pharmaci sts and whol esalers to inport
Food and Drug Adm nistration-approved prescription drugs from
Canada on behalf of their customers in order to pass along the
cost savings; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Honorabl e George W Bush, President of the United States,
t he Federal Departnent of Health and Human Services, the
presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each nenber

of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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