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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 564 5%

| NTRODUCED BY J. W LLIAMS, ARMSTRONG, BELARDI, BI SHOP
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COLENMAN, CORRI GAN, COSTA, COyv,
CREI GHTON, DALEY, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, D. EVANS, J. EVANS,
FI CHTER, FORCI ER, FREEMAN, CEI ST, CGEORGE, GRUCELA, HORSEY,
JAMES, KI RKLAND, LEDERER, MANDERI NO, McCALL, Md LL,
Mol LHATTAN, MELI O, MYERS, OLIVER, PALLONE, PERZEL, PH LLIPS,
READSHAW ROBI NSON, RCOEBUCK, ROSS, SANTONI, STABACK, STURLA,
THOMAS, TRELLO, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, WATSON
WOINARGCSKI , YOUNGBLOOD, RUBLEY, SHANER, CRUZ, HERSHEY
TRAVAGLI O, EACHUS, BLAUM J. TAYLOR, JGOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N AND
BASTI AN, APRI L 30, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 30, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating April 30, 2002, as "Reverend Leon Sullivan
Renmenbrance Day" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The Reverend Leon Sullivan, a civil rights crusader,
m ni ster and busi ness | eader born in Charleston, Wst Virginia,
on Cctober 16, 1922, represented courage, conpassion, truth and
soci al and econom c justice; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Sullivan was ordained at 17 years of age, while
finishing his college degree at the all African-Anmerican West
Virginia State Coll ege and eventually in 1943 noved to New York
City where he caught the eye of then Mayor Fiorell o LaGuardi a,
who hired himto work on prograns to reduce crinme anong the
city's youth; and

WHEREAS, In the early 1960s, Rev. Sullivan returned to grass-
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roots mnistry by becom ng the pastor of Zion Baptist Church in
Phi | adel phi a, where he organi zed the mnisters of nore than 400
African- Anreri can churches and deci ded on a nonvi ol ent boycott,

known as the "Phil adel phia Boycotts," of |ocal conpanies that
woul d not hire African Anericans; and

WHEREAS, The boycotts worked, and jobs eventually were
offered to people of all races; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Sullivan established the Qpportunities
I ndustrialization Center, Inc., in 1964 to provide job training
that has to date trained about 2 mllion people in 142 centers
wor | dwi de; and

VWHEREAS, In 1971, Rev. Sullivan becane the first African-
Ameri can board nenber at General Mtors Corporation and devi sed
the Sullivan Principles, which he described as a "code that
conmpani es of Anerica and the world canme to follow to end

apart heid peacefully, starting with the workplace," to put
econoni ¢ pressure on the South African Governnent to end
apart hei d; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Sullivan retired fromhis full-time mnistry at
Zion Baptist Church in 1988 and noved to Arizona, where he
founded the International Foundation for Education and Self
Hel p, for self-help training prograns, with prograns in 30
different countries; and

VWHEREAS, Rev. Sullivan has been honored for his achievenents
t hroughout his lifetinme, including being naned by Life magazi ne
as one of the "100 Qutstanding Young Adults in 1963," awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedomin 1992 by President CGeorge H
W Bush and recognized in 1999 by President Bill dinton, who

presented himw th the El eanor Roosevelt Human Ri ghts Award; and

WHEREAS, In 1999, along with United Nations Secretary GCeneral
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Kofi Annan, Rev. Sullivan | aunched the G obal Principles of
Corporate Social Responsibility, which call for multinationa
corporations to play a larger role in conbating racism
di scrim nation and social and econom c injustice; and
WHEREAS, Rev. Leon Sullivan died of |eukem a on April 24,
2001, at 78 years of age; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate Apri

30, 2002, as "Reverend Leon Sullivan Renenbrance Day" in
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Pennsyl vani a.
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