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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 516 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HERSHEY, ARGALL, RUBLEY, ADOLPH, ARMSTRONG, BARD,
BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES, BROCKS, BROWNE, BUNT, CALTAGQ RONE,
CAPPELLI, C VERA, CLYMER, L. |I. COHEN, COLAFELLA, CORRI GAN,
COSTA, COY, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FICHTER, FREEMAN
GEl ST, GEORGE, GORDNER, CRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARPER
HASAY, HERMAN, HESS, HORSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N
LEDERER, LEH, LESCOVI TZ, NAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN,
MARSI CO, McCALL, Mcd LL, Ml LHATTAN, McNAUGHTON, MELI G,
M CHLOVI C, M COZZI E, MUNDY, PALLONE, PICKETT, PI PPY,
Pl STELLA, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROSS, SANTONI, SATHER, SCHRODER
SCHULER, SEMVEL, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STAI RS
R STEVENSQN, STURLA, SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
TI GUE, TRI CH, VANCE, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, WATSON, WOJNAROCSKI ,
G WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOOD, ZI MMERVAN AND ZUG, APRIL 10, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRIL 10, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng May 2002 as "Watershed Awareness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The Commonweal th's | and, rivers, streans, |akes,
wet | ands and groundwat er resources are interconnected to forma
rich nosaic of watersheds; and

WHEREAS, These treasured water resources provide citizens
with clean drinking water and recreational and business
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Thi s Commonweal th contains 83,000 nmiles of rivers
and streans, maki ng Pennsyl vania second only to Al aska in the

nunber of river and streammles for all to enjoy and treasure;
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and

WHEREAS, There are eight distinct river basins in
Pennsyl vani a, including Lake Erie, Ohio River, Cenesee River
(Lake Ontario), Susquehanna, Del aware River, Potomac, Elk and
Nor t heast / Gunpowder; and

WHEREAS, There are 104 watersheds, the basic buil ding bl ocks
of the natural environment, in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th invests enornous resources to
restore and protect water, including remediating drainage from
t housands of abandoned coal m nes which contam nates nore than
3,000 mles of streans and associ ated groundwaters and is the
nost extensive problem affecting Coommonweal th wat er resources;
and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth is conmitted to a watershed
approach to resource managenent where concerned comrunity
menbers conme together as watershed guardi ans to address and
resol ve probl ens; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th enpowers and assists | oca
wat er shed organi zati ons working in partnership as watershed
guardi ans to help resolve or renediate current water quality and
wat er quantity problens wthin watershed boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Thi s wat ershed approach to environnental protection
| eads to cleaner rivers and streans, safer drinking water and
greater protection of aquatic wildlife habitats; and

WHEREAS, There are nore than 250 active watershed groups in
this Commonweal th, and new wat ershed groups are form ng
conti nuously; and

WHEREAS, Educational forunms connecting adults and children to
their watersheds, including the | and, water and peopl e,

ultimately provide long-termprotection for these inportant and
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val uabl e wat er resources; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th recogni zes and cel ebrates the
efforts of hardworking volunteers w thin watershed groups who
i nprove their communities today and for future generations;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate My
2002 as "Watershed Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vania; and be it

further
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RESOLVED, That the theme "The Wt ershed Connecti on: Land,
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Water and You!" guide the nmany vol unteer comunity
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organi zati ons, educators and ot her groups that conduct watershed
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education and awareness activities throughout the nonth.
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