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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 289 %5

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, ARMSTRONG M BAKER, BARRAR, BASTI AN
BENNI NGHOFF, CLYMER, L. |. COHEN, DALLY, J. EVANS, FI CHTER
GODSHALL, HARHART, HERMAN, Mcd LL, M COZZI E, PHI LLI PS,
Pl CKETT, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHULER
STERN, T. STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, B. SM TH, WOGAN AND HESS,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2001

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commendi ng the participants of "Pennsylvania Legislators Back to
School Week," Septenber 17 through 21, 2001.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a was established as a representative
denocracy in which all governnmental power is inherent in the
peopl e, who exercise that power through |egislative, executive
and judicial branches of governnent; and

WHEREAS, In recent years citizen interest in governnment and
know edge of the political systemhas declined in part due to
weakeni ng belief in and understandi ng of the virtues and
knowl edge needed for a successful republican form of governnent;
and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of Pennsyl vania declares that:

The General Assenbly shall provide for the nmaintenance and

support of a thorough and efficient systemof public

education to serve the needs of the Conmmbnweal t h;
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and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is conprised of nore than 500 school
districts, with nore than 5,500 schools educating students from
ki ndergarten through 12th grade; and

WHEREAS, The Governor has set a goal to "create a quality,
results-oriented educational systemof lifetinme |earning which
provi des all Pennsylvanians with skills and abilities to succeed
and excel in a rapidly changing world"; and

WHEREAS, Education is a primary concern of the Comobnweal th
and the nenbers of the House of Representatives, who are
instrumental in assuring the quality of Pennsylvania schools;
and

WHEREAS, The National Conference of State Legislatures has
noted that operations of state |egislatures and the role of
i ndi vidual |egislators are often little understood by citizens
and that public understanding of the processes of governnent is
critical to building trust and confi dence; and

WHEREAS, In light of the tragic attacks on the Wirld Trade
Center and the Pentagon, the National Conference of State
Legi sl atures has decided to continue "Anerica's Legislators Back
to School Wek" progranms to pronote civic engagenent and build
connections with students that will strengthen our denocratic
soci ety; and

WHEREAS, Civic education is vital to greater understandi ng of
| egislative institutions and the role of legislators in a
representative denocracy as well as interaction anong
| egi sl ators, students, teachers and school adm nistrators; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives supports civic
education to pronote legislative institutions and the rol e of

| egislators in a representative denocracy; therefore be it
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1 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmend the
2 participants of "Pennsylvania Legislators Back to School Wek,"

3 Septenber 17 through 21, 2001.
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