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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 200 %5

I NTRODUCED BY VI TALI, VEON, M COCHEN, BARD, BEBKO- JONES,
CALTAG RONE, CURRY, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GRUCELA, HARHART,
HARPER, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LESCOVI TZ,
McCALL, MELIO, M CHLOVI C, MUNDY, MYERS, PALLONE, PETRONE,
RUBLEY, SAMUELSQON, SANTONI, SATHER, SHANER, STABACK,
STEELNMAN, SURRA, THOVAS, TRAVAGLI O WALKO, C. W LLI AMS5,
WOINARCSKI  AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 23, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 23, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Provi ding for devel opnment of an inventory of greenhouse gas

em ssions, for a report on inpacts of global warm ng, for a

determ nati on of how existing prograns affect greenhouse gas

em ssions, for devel opnment of a strategy for reducing
greenhouse gas enissions and for a report by the Depart nent
of Environnental Protection summarizing conclusions reached
in inmplementing this resolution.

WHEREAS, The scientific conmunity has generally accepted that
man- made rel eases of greenhouse gases are changing the climte
in away that will cause nore frequent and severe fl oods and
droughts, intensified stornms, rising sea |levels, increases in
heat stress and vector-borne di sease, including malaria, dengue
fever and encephalitis, econom c dislocation, ecosystem
di sruption and increased species extinction; and

WHEREAS, Recent regional inpact analysis of human-induced
cli mate change has found that Pennsylvania will likely be
affected by global warmng in this century by substanti al

changes in forest cover, increased risk of droughts and fl oods,
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greater threats to already threatened endangered speci es and
cold water fishes, and increased threat of vector-borne di sease
and heat stress; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans rel ease a significant anmount of
greenhouse gases that, if unchecked, in conbination with other
releases will likely lead to increased suffering of people
around the world and, in particular, the poorest people
t hreat ened nost by rising seas, increased droughts and fl oods,
storm surges and vector-borne di sease; and

WHEREAS, Agreenents reached in international negotiations on
gl obal warm ng are creating opportunities for Pennsyl vania
busi nesses to develop new clinmate-friendly technol ogi es and take
advant age of a growi ng market in carbon trading; and

WHEREAS, Decreases in greenhouse gas em ssions will provide
ot her environnmental and social benefits, particularly in
reducti on of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, particul ates and
mer cury; and

WHEREAS, Many states in the United States, including the
nei ghboring states of New York and New Jersey, have devel oped or
are devel opi ng state-|evel global warm ng prograns; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the Pennsylvani a Departnment of Environnental
Protection (DEP) in cooperation with other State agencies,
know edgeabl e scientific experts on gl obal warm ng and
i nterested business and environnental organizations (hereinafter
"st akehol ders”) devel op an inventory of greenhouse gas sinks and
em ssions in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That DEP in cooperation with know edgeabl e
scientific experts and interested stakehol ders devel op a report

on |ikely environnmental, econom c and social inpacts on
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Pennsyl vani a of gl obal warm ng; and be it further

RESCLVED, That DEP in cooperation with know edgeabl e
scientific experts and interested stakehol ders determ ne how
exi sting State prograns are affecting greenhouse gas em ssi ons;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That DEP in cooperation with know edgeabl e
scientific experts and interested stakehol ders devel op a
strategy for reduci ng net greenhouse gas em ssions in
Pennsyl vani a; and be it further

RESCLVED, That DEP, one year fromthe adoption of this
resol ution, produce a report on global warm ng in Pennsylvani a
t hat summari zes concl usions reached in inplenmenting this
resolution, including a tinmetable for devel oping a strategy for
reduci ng net greenhouse gas eni ssions. Copies of the report
shall be distributed to the nenbers of the General Assenbly and

shall be made avail able to the general public.
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