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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 198 %5

I NTRODUCED BY CRUZ, MANN, JOSEPHS, YOUNGBLOGOD, CAPPABI ANCA
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MANDERI NO, MAY 2, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Departnent of Education to require the
certification of bilingual teachers in public schools and
charter schools.

WHEREAS, The education of students whose dom nant | anguage is
not English is the responsibility of every school district and
charter school in this Conmonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The provisions of 22 Pa. Code 8§ 4.26 (relating to
ESOL) require that every school district provide a programfor
each student whose dom nant | anguage is not English; and

WHEREAS, Various regions of this Conmonweal th have
experienced a trenmendous influx of predom nantly Spani sh-
speaking inmgrants within the past ten years; and

WHEREAS, The school systens in these regions have few
pr of essi onal educators equi pped with bilingual proficiency or
the necessary skills required to pronote the academ c success

and English acquisition of these students; and

WHEREAS, Teachers nust be able to denonstrate that they have
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acquired the proficiency to teach English as a foreign | anguage;
and

WHEREAS, Bilingual education teachers nust denonstrate
proficiency in both the English | anguage and the | anguage of the
target students; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Depart ment of Education to require certification of bilingual
teachers in public schools and charter schools in order to serve
students with [imted English proficiency through coll aborative
trai ning prograns operated by institutions of higher education

and State and | ocal educational agencies.
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