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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2347 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CAPPELLI, THOVAS, BELFANTI, BROWE, CASORI O,
CAWLEY, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, EACHUS, FAI RCHI LD,
FEESE, HARHAI, HERMAN, JAMES, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, LEH,
LEVDANSKY, MAHER, MARKGOSEK, M GEEHAN, M| LHATTAN, MYERS,
NAI LOR, PALLONE, PICKETT, ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR,
SHANER, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRELLQ,
WATERS, WATSON, W LT, YOUNGBLOOD, HENNESSEY, STEELMAN,
KAl SER, MACKERETH, WASHI NGTON AND G WRI GHT, FEBRUARY 6, 2002

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 6, 2002
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AN ACT

Directing the Departnent of Public Welfare to resolve the
shortage of appropriate accessible dental care services for

cormuni-ty— CERTAI N | NDI VI DUALS. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Dental Care
for Individuals with Mental Retardation Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

Commpnweal t h.
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W on_ o . -
servees—through—county—rertal—retardaton—prograns—

"ELI G BLE I NDI VI DUALS. " | NDI VI DUALS WHO RECEI VE SERVI CES <—
THROUGH COUNTY MENTAL RETARDATI ON PROGRAMS OR MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE

"Health Care Quality Unit" or "HCQU." Entities established
through the Ofice of Mental Retardation in the Departnent of
Public Wl fare which are responsible to county nental
retardation prograns for the overall health status of
i ndi vidual s receiving services in the county prograns.

Section 3. Ceneral rule.

The departnent, in consultation with the Departnent of Health

and the Pennsyl vani a Dental Association, through HCQUs, shall:
(1) Assess the availability and accessibility of

appropriate dental care for eligible individuals, | NCLUD NG <—

ANY SPECI AL NEEDS OF ELI G BLE | NDI VI DUALS | N RURAL OR

MEDI CALLY UNDERSERVED AREAS OF THI S COMVONWEALTH

(2) Assess the training needs of dentists and dental
professionals in treating eligible individuals and devel op

trai ning prograns as appropriate.

(3) Provide education and technical assistance to
counties to access existing State grants and ot her resources
to devel op dental services for eligible individuals.

(4) Provide technical assistance to counties in
devel opi ng appropriate dental services for eligible
i ndi vi dual s.

Section 4. Part-tinme provision.

A part-tinme consulting dentist shall be included as part of

t he recommended staffing for the HCQU serving a single county or

mul ti county partnership.
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Section 5. Duty of departnent.

(A) MENTAL RETARDATI ON PATI ENTS. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

PROVI DE MENTAL RETARDATI ON PATI ENTS WHO RESI DE | N THE COMMUNI TY
ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE | N STATE- OPERATED MENTAL RETARDATI ON
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CENTERS | F THERE | S NO OTHER ACCESSI BLE APPROPRI ATE DENTAL CARE
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AVAI LABLE I N THEI R COMMUNI TY.
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(B) MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE PATI ENTS. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO
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PROVI DE MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE PATI ENTS WHO RESI DE | N THE COMMUNI TY
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ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE | F THERE IS NO OTHER ACCESSI| BLE

H
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APPROPRI ATE DENTAL CARE AVAI LABLE I N THEI R COMMUNI TY.

=Y
(63}

Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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