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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1939 %55

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, PETRONE, ARGALL, PHILLIPS, BROMNE
L. 1. COHEN, HENNESSEY, HESS, LEDERER, DI VEN, MANN,
M VRIGHT, J. WLLIAMS5, BASTI AN, BUNT, CIVERA, DALLY,
FI CHTER, GODSHALL, HARHART, MclLH NNEY, RUBLEY, TRELLQ
FREEMAN, WATSON, M COHEN, M COzZI E, M| LHATTAN, FEESE
WALKO, JAMES, BEBKO- JONES, CAPPELLI, DAILEY AND M CHLOVI C,
SEPTEMBER 26, 2001

SENATOR DENT, URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG, | N SENATE, AS ANMENDED,
MARCH 26, 2002
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 25, 1919 (P.L.581, No.274), entitled

"An act for the better governnent of cities of the first

class of this Conmmonwealth,” [imting the issuance of

permts, |icenses, variances and approvals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of Article IV of the act of June 25,
1919 (P.L.581, No.274), referred to as the First Cass City
Governnent Law, is anmended to read:

ARTI CLE I V.
O ficers and Enpl oyes in General.

Section 1. (a) Except as herein otherw se provided, the
powers, functions, and duties of all executive departnents,

bur eaus, boards, divisions, officers, and enpl oyes of such

cities shall continue as now provided by | aw.
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(b) Any officer of the city may deny i ssuing to any

applicant a building permt, zoning pernit, zoning vari ance,

muni ci pal |license, municipal pernmt or nunicipal approval for

contenpl ated acti on requiring such approval RELATI NG TO REAL <—

PROPERTY if the applicant owns any real property in this

Commpnweal t h:

(1) for which taxes, or sewer or refuse coll ection charqges

are—delnrguent HAVE BEEN DELI NQUENT | N EXCESS OF THI RTEEN MONTHS <—

on the real property;

(2) that has been deternined to be in serious violation of

applicable State or nunici pal housi ng, buil di ng, property

mai nt enance or fire safety code requirenents, and has not taken

substantial steps to bring the property into code conpli ance;

and

(3) whichis in violation of any applicable State or

muni ci pal , housi ng, building, property nmai ntenance or fire

safety code requirenents for which the property owner has taken

no substantial steps to correct within six nonths foll ow ng

notification of the violation.

(c) Al nmunicipal variances, approvals, pernts or |licenses

RELATI NG TO REAL PROPERTY nmay be wi thheld until such tinme as the <—

applicant obtains a letter fromthe appropriate State agency,

muni ci pality and/or school district, WH CH LETTER SHALL BE <—

PROVI DED TO THE APPLI CANT W THI N TEN BUSI NESS DAYS OF THE

MUNI CI PALI TY' S RECEI PT OF THE APPLI CANT' S WRI TTEN REQUEST

i ndi cating the property in guestion:

(i) is not presently delinguent in taxes or sewer or refuse

col |l ecti on char ges;

(ii) is nowin code conpliance; and

(iii) has had substantial steps taken to bring the property
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1 into code conpliance.
2 Letters required by this clause shall be verified by the
3 appropriate city officials before issuing to the applicant any
4 nunicipal variances, approvals, pernits or licenses, UNLESS THE <—
5 LETTER REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON HAS NOT BEEN | SSUED W THI N TEN
6 BUSI NESS DAYS OF THE MUNICI PALITY' S RECEI PT OF THE APPLI CANT' S
7 VRITTEN REQUEST, IN WH CH CASE THE LETTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO
8 HAVE BEEN | SSUED.
9 (d) For purposes of this section:
10 "Serious violations" shall nean housing, building, property
11 maintenance, or fire safety code violations that pose ar A <—
12 SERIOUS AND i nmediate threat to the health and safety of
13 dwelling occupants or occupants in surrounding structures and
14 passers_by.
15 "Substantial steps" shall nean an affirnmative action on the
16 part of the property owner or nanagi ng agent that is within the
17 control of the owner or agent, as determ ned by the
18 nunicipality, to renedy code violations involving physical
19 inprovenents or preparations to the property.
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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