SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2524, 2557, 2779, PRINTER S NO. 3725

2790, 3703

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1935 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEW S, FREEMAN, ARGALL, KENNEY, PETRONE, M BAKER
CAPPELLI, GEI ST, HERMAN, HENNESSEY, PI PPY, SAYLOR, SCHRODER
STEELNMAN, Ml LHATTAN, ZUG HUTCH NSON, HARPER, M WRI GHT,
SATHER, M CHLOVI C, CALTAG RONE AND SAMUELSON,
SEPTEMBER 26, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, APRIL 17, 2002

AN ACT
Providing for a comrercial downtown enhancenment programto be
adm ni stered by the Departnment of Conmunity and Econom c
Devel opnent .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Main Street

Act .
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17 a—business—in—an—establ-shed—comerctal—downt-own—

18 55— Conplenpnt—adiacent—restdent+al—corrtdors—

19 Section 3 2. Definitions.

20 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
21 have the meanings given to themin this section unless the
22 context clearly indicates otherw se:

23 "Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Economi c
24 Devel opnment of the Conmonweal t h.

25 "Est abl i shed commercial dowmtown." A defined geographic area
26 which has:

27 (1) historically consisted of buildings and structures
28 constituting the community core; and

29 (2) existed as a conmercial downtown for at |east 40
30 years.
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1 "Main Street area." The established commercial downtown of a
2 nunicipality.

3 “Manager." A full-tinme, professional downtown coordinator.

4 “"Municipality.” A city, borough, township, county or hone

5 rule nmunicipality.

6 "Program "™ The Main Street Program established in section 4
7 3.

8 Section 4 3. Program

9 (a) Establishnent.--There is established a Main Street

10 Program | N THE DEPARTMENT. The departnent shall adm nister the
11 programto help a conmunity's downt own econoni c devel opnent

12 effort through the establishnment of a |ocal organization

13 dedicated to downtown revitalization and managenent of downt own
14 revitalization.

15 (b) GuidelHines REQUI REMENTS. - - The program shall, at a

16 mnimum include the foll ow ng conponents:

17 Hy—Frve—year—md-aum-Conmpaveat-th—Hraneral—assistanee—
18 2> (1) Basic grants, FOR UP TO FI VE YEARS, for

19 adm ni strative costs associated with the hiring of a manager.
20 (3} Basie—grants (2) COWERCH AL DOMTONN REI NVESTMENT
21 GRANTS for infrastructure and structural inprovenents,
22 including streets, street lights, trees, housing, COWERCH AL
23 facades and sidewal ks or other pedestrian-oriented features.
24 4> (3) Plans for marketing and pronoting the
25 establ i shed commercial downtown within the Main Street area.
26 5> (4) Plans to leverage additional private and public
27 investnent in the Main Street area.
28 6) (5) Plans to address social or econonic concerns
29 within the Main Street area.
30 A (6) Plans, to the greatest extent possible, to
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1 achi eve consistency with existing revitalization efforts.

2 8y (7) An assessnment of the potential need for the <—
3 fol |l ow ng conponents:

4 (1) The establishnent of a dewntewn NEI GHBORHOOD <—
5 i nprovenent district as defined in the act of Decenber

6 20, 2000 (P.L.949, No.130), known as the Nei ghborhood

7 | mprovenent District Act.

8 (ii) A review of |ocal conprehensive plans and

9 zoni ng and other |and use ordinances to foster the

10 viability of the Main Street area.

11 (c) Eligibility.--Minicipalities or their designated

12 agencies nust neet the following criteria to participate in the

13 program

14 (1) Have a clearly defined established conmerci al

15 downtown in need of a manager.

16 (2) Have denonstrated support by |ocal residents,

17 nmer chants and governnent officials.

18 (3) Have ability to provide up to a 50% match for

19 departnment grants in financial or in-kind support from other
20 public or private sources based upon departnental guidelines.
21 The departnent may waive matching requirenents if it
22 determ nes that the requirenents would constitute an unusual
23 hardshi p upon the nunicipality or its designated agency.
24 (d) bB-mts—— LIMTATIONS. --1 N NO CASE SHALL THE AGGREGATE <—
25 AMOUNT OF GRANTS I N ANY FI SCAL YEAR EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF THE
26 APPROPRI ATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PROGRAM I N THAT FI SCAL
27 YEAR THE PROVI SI ON OF GRANTS UNDER THI S ACT SHALL I N NO WAY
28 CONSTI TUTE AN ENTI TLEMENT DERI VED FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OR A
29 CLAIM ON ANY OTHER FUNDS OF THE COMMONVEALTH. The depart nent

30 shall establish Iimts on the amount of noney avail able to each
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1 applicant so as to distribute the available funds as fairly as
2 possible throughout this Commonweal t h.

3 Section 30 4. Effective date.
4

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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