SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1651, 1778, 2110, PRINTER S NOo. 3072

2514, 3045

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1405 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, HERMAN, ROSS, LESCOVI TZ AND TANGRETTI ,

APRI L 24, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, DECEMBER 11, 2001

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,

as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,

revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating

thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,

i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the

rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and

provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further

provi di ng fer—assistant—ecounty—sobeirtors- FOR CLASSI FI CATION <—
OF COUNTI ES, FOR EXPENSES OF ELECTED COUNTY OFFI CERS

ATTENDI NG THE ANNUAL MEETI NGS OF THEI R ASSOCI ATI ONS, FOR

OTHER MEETI NG EXPENSES PAI D BY THE COUNTIES, FOR FI LLI NG OF <—
VACANCI ES, for reports and for preparation and filing of

proposed budget; and making editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 210 OF THE ACT OF AUGUST 9, 1955 <
(P.L.323, NO. 130), KNOAN AS THE COUNTY CODE, AMENDED FEBRUARY 5,
1982 (P.L.7, NO 3), 1S AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 210. COUNTI ES DI VI DED | NTO NI NE CLASSES. - - FOR THE
PURPOSES OF LEG SLATI ON AND THE REGULATI ON OF THEI R AFFAI RS,
COUNTI ES OF THI'S COMVONVEALTH, NOW I N EXI STENCE AND THOSE
HEREAFTER CREATED, SHALL BE DI VI DED | NTO NI NE CLASSES AS
FOLLOWS:

(1) FIRST CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
1, 500, 000 | NHABI TANTS AND OVER.

(2) SECOND CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
800, 000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 1, 500, 000 | NHABI TANTS.

(2.1) SECOND CLASS A COUNTIES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
500, 000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 800, 000 | NHABI TANTS.

(3) TH RD CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
[ 225, 000] 210,000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 500, 000 | NHABI TANTS.

(4) FOURTH CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
[ 150, 000] 145,000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN [ 225, 000] 210, 000

I NHABI TANTS
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(5) FIFTH CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
95, 000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN [ 150, 000] 145, 000 | NHABI TANTS.

(6) SIXTH CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
45,000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 95, 000 | NHABI TANTS AND THOSE
HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF 35, 000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 45, 000
| NHABI TANTS WHI CH BY ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS ELECT TO BE A COUNTY OF THE S| XTH CLASS.

(7) SEVENTH CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF
20, 000 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN 45, 000 | NHABI TANTS AND THOSE HAVI NG
A POPULATI ON OF 35,000 AND MORE BUT LESS THAN 45, 000 | NHABI TANTS
WH CH HAVE NOT ELECTED TO BE A COUNTY OF THE SI XTH CLASS.

(8) EI GHTH CLASS COUNTI ES, THOSE HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF LESS
THAN 20, 000 | NHABI TANTS.

SECTION 2. SECTI ON 443 OF THE ACT, AVENDED NOVEMBER 23, 1994
(P.L.640, NO.98), |S AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 443. EXPENSES OF ATTENDI NG MEMBERS TO BE PAI D BY
COUNTY; TIME LIMT ON MEETINGS.--(A) THE ACTUAL EXPENSES OF ALL
AUTHORI ZED ELECTED COUNTY OFFI CERS ATTENDI NG THE ANNUAL MEETI NGS
OF THEI R ASSOCI ATI ONS SHALL BE PAI D BY THE SEVERAL COUNTI ES OUT
OF THE GENERAL COUNTY FUND. EACH OF THESE OFFI CERS, EXCEPT THE
COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS, SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR ACTUAL EXPENSES
NOT TO EXCEED [ ONE HUNDRED TEN DOLLARS ($110)] ONE_HUNDRED

SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS ($175) PER DAY FOR THE NUMBER OF DAYS

SPECI FI ED I N SUBSECTI ON (B) OF THI S SECTI ON, TOGETHER W TH
M LEAGE GO NG TO AND RETURNI NG FROM SUCH MEETI NG AND THE
REG STRATI ON FEE. THE SUM OF ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FI VE DOLLARS

($175) PER DAY AS SET FORTH IN THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE ADJUSTED

ANNUALLY BY THE ANNUAL | NCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING AS

DETERM NED ANNUALLY BY THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

(A.1) THE ACTUAL EXPENSES OF ALL AUTHORI ZED NONELECTED
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COUNTY OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYES ATTENDI NG THE ANNUAL MEETI NGS OF
THEI R ASSCCI ATI ONS MAY BE PAI D BY THE SEVERAL COUNTI ES OUT OF
THE COUNTY GENERAL FUND. EACH OF THESE OFFI CERS MAY BE

REI MBURSED FOR ACTUAL EXPENSES | N AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED [ ONE
HUNDRED TEN DOLLARS ($110)] ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS

($175) PER DAY FOR THE NUMBER OF DAYS SPECI FI ED | N SUBSECTI ON
(B) OF THI'S SECTI ON, TOGETHER WTH M LEACE GO NG TO AND
RETURNI NG FROM SUCH MEETI NGS AND THE REG STRATI ON FEE. THE SUM

OF ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS ($175) PER DAY SHALL BE

ADJUSTED ANNUALLY AS SET FORTH I N SUBSECTION (A) OF TH' S

(A.2) EVERY DELEGATE ATTENDI NG THE ANNUAL MEETI NG SHALL
SUBM T TO THE COUNTY AN | TEM ZED ACCOUNT OF EXPENSES | NCURRED AT
THE MEETI NG THE COUNTY MAY AUTHORI ZE EMPLOYES TO BE COVPENSATED
AT THEI R REGULAR EMPLOYE RATE DURI NG THEI R ATTENDANCE AT THE
ANNUAL MEETI NG THE ACTUAL EXPENSES FOR ELECTED OFFI CERS SHALL,
AND FOR NONELECTED OFFI CERS MAY, BE PAI D FOR THE NUMBER OF DAYS
SPECI FI ED I N SUBSECTI ON (B). I N ADDI TI ON, ELECTED COUNTY
OFFI CERS SHALL RECEI VE, AND NONELECTED COUNTY OFFI CERS AND
EMPLOYES MAY RECEI VE, ACTUAL EXPENSES NOT TO EXCEED [ ONE HUNDRED
TEN DOLLARS ($110)] ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FI VE DOLLARS ($175) PER

DAY FOR EACH DAY NOT I N EXCESS OF TWO I N GO NG TO AND RETURNI NG
FROM SUCH MEETI NG THE SUM OF ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS

($175) PER DAY SHALL BE ADJUSTED ANNUALLY AS SET FORTH ABOVE.

(B) THE ANNUAL MEETI NG OF THE ASSOCI ATI ON OF COUNTY
COW SSI ONERS, COUNTY SOLI Cl TORS AND CHI EF CLERKS SHALL NOT
EXCEED FOUR DAYS, THAT OF THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS SHALL NOT
EXCEED THREE DAYS, AND THOSE OF ALL OTHER STATE ASSQOCI ATl ONS
SHALL NOT EXCEED THREE DAYS | N EVERY CASE, EXCLUSIVE OF THE TI ME
SPENT | N TRAVELI NG TO AND FROM THE SAlI D MEETI NGS.
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SECTI ON 3. SECTI ON 444 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 12, 1980
(P.L.1174, NO 216), |'S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 444. OTHER MEETI NG EXPENSES PAI D BY COUNTI ES. - - (A)
N ADDI TI ON TO THE EXPENSES HEREI NBEFORE AUTHCRI ZED, THE
NECESSARY EXPENSES OF THE ANNUAL MEETI NGS OF THE ASSOCI ATI ONS
HEREI NAFTER NAMED, | NCLUDI NG ANNUAL ASSOCI ATI ON DUES, PRI NTI NG
COW TTEE EXPENSES AND STENOGRAPHI CAL EXPENSE, SHALL BE PAID I N
EQUAL PARTS BY THE SEVERAL COUNTI ES WHOSE OFFI CERS ARE MEMBERS
OF THE RESPECTI VE ASSOCI ATl ONS.

(B) I N THE CASE OF COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS, COUNTY SCOLI Cl TOR
AND COUNTY CLERK, COUNTY CONTROLLERS, COUNTY AUDI TORS, SHERI FFS,
REG STER OF WLLS, CLERKS OF ORPHANS COURTS, COUNTY TREASURERS,
RECORDERS OF DEEDS, PROTHONOTARI ES, CLERKS OF COURTS, PUBLIC
DEFENDERS, DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS, JURY COW SSI ONERS AND CORONERS,
THE PORTI ON OF THE ANNUAL EXPENSES CHARGED TO EACH COUNTY OF THE
THI RD AND FOURTH CLASS SHALL NOT EXCEED [ FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS

($400)] SI X HUNDRED DOLLARS ($600), TO EACH COUNTY OF THE FI FTH
AND S| XTH CLASS, [ THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300)] FIVE HUNDRED

DOLLARS ($500), TO EACH COUNTY OF THE SEVENTH AND El GHTH CLASS,

[ TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200)] FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS ($400), AND I N

THE CASE OF THE DI RECTORS OF VETERANS AFFAI RS THE PORTI ON
CHARGED TO EACH COUNTY SHALL NOT EXCEED [ FI FTY DOLLARS ($50)]
ONE_HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100), AND I N THE CASE OF THE PROBATI ON

OFFI CERS AN ANNUAL MEMBERSHI P SUBSCRI PTI ON NOT EXCEEDI NG [ SI X
DCOLLARS ($6)] TEN DOLLARS ($10) PER MEMBER SHALL BE PAI D BY THE

COUNTY, AND SHALL BE I N LI EU OF THE EXPENSES HEREI NBEFORE | N

TH' S SECTI ON PROVI DED FOR OTHER COUNTY OFFI CERS.
SECTION 3.1. SECTION 1404 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ: <—
SECTI ON 1404. FILLING OF VACANCI ES. --(A) | F ANY VACANCY

SHALL OCCUR IN THE OFFI CE OF DI STRICT ATTORNEY, I N A COUNTY OF
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THE THI RD CLASS ElI THER BY DEATH, RESI GNATI ON, REMOVAL FROM

OFFI CE OR FROM THE COUNTY, OR OTHERW SE, THE JUDGES OF THE COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS SHALL SUPPLY SUCH VACANCY BY THE APPO NTMENT OF
A COVPETENT PERSON TO FI LL THE OFFI CE DURI NG THE BALANCE OF THE
UNEXPI RED TERM

(B) IF ANY VACANCY SHALL OCCUR IN THE OFFI CE CF DI STRI CT

ATTORNEY IN A COUNTY OF THE FOURTH THROUGH EI GHTH CLASS, THE

FI RST ASSI STANT DI STRICT_ATTORNEY SHALL BECOVE DI STRI CT_ATTORNEY

AND DI SCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY UNTIL THE

FI RST MONDAY IN JANUARY FOLLOW NG THE NEXT MJUNI Cl PAL_ELECTI ON

OCCURRI NG NOT'_ LESS THAN NI NETY DAYS AFTER THE OCCURRENCE OF THE

VACANCY. |F THE FIRST ASSI STANT DI STRICT ATTORNEY IS UNWLLI NG

OR UNABLE TO SERVE, THE JUDGES OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS

SHALL FILL THE VACANCY BY THE APPO NTMENT OF A COVPETENT PERSON

TO FILL THE OFFICE UNTIL THE FI RST MONDAY | N JANUARY FOLLOW NG

THE NEXT MUNI Cl PAL_ELECTI ON OCCURRI NG NOT_LESS THAN NI NETY DAYS

AFTER THE OCCURRENCE OF THE VACANCY.

SECTION 4. SECTION 1720 OF THE ACT, AMENDED MAY 6, 1981
(P.L.49, NO 16), IS AVENDED TO READ:

Section 1720. Controller's Settlenent of Accounts; Report to
Common Pl eas; Publications; Financial Report to Departnent of

Community [Affairs] and Econoni c Devel opnent.--The controller

shall, at the end of each fiscal year, conplete the audit,

settl enent and adj ustnent of the accounts of all county
officers. He shall, before the first day of April in every year,
make a report, verified by oath or affirmation, to the Court of
Common Pl eas of said county, of all receipts and expenditures of
the county for the preceding year, in detail, and classified by
reference to the object thereof, together with a full statenent

of the financial conditions of the county. A concise sumary of
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this report shall thereupon be published one tinme in such
newspapers published in said county as the controller may
direct, but the aggregate cost thereof shall not exceed fifteen
hundred dollars ($1500) in any one year in any county, to be
paid for out of the county treasury. Such report may al so be
publ i shed in printed panphlets at the cost of the county, the
nunber and cost of such panphlets to be determ ned by the
controller and the county comm ssioners. The controller shal

al so, before the first day of April, make an annual report to

t he Departnent of Community [Affairs] and Econoni c Devel opnent

of the financial condition of the county, on forms furnished by

the Secretary of Community [Affairs] and Economni c Devel opnent,

and subject to the penalties provided in section one thousand
seven hundred twenty-one of this act for auditors refusing or
neglecting to make simlar reports. Wthin the sunmary of the
auditor's or controller's report, there shall be a notice to the
public that the entire text of the report shall be available for
public inspection during regular business hours in the office of
the auditor or controller.

Section 32 5. Sections 1781 and 1782.1 of the act, amended
or added Decenber 14, 1967 (P.L.831, No.357), are anended to
read:

Section 1781. Preparation of Proposed Annual Budget.--(a)
The comm ssioners, at least thirty days prior to adopting the
budget, shall begin the preparation of the proposed budget for
t he succeeding fiscal year.

(b) The controller shall transmt to the conm ssioners a
conparative statenment of revenues for the current and the
i mredi ately preceding fiscal year, and a conparative statenent

of expenditures, including interest due and to fall due on al
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| awful interest bearing debts of the county for the sane years.

(c) The controller's statenent shall also indicate the
anounts of all appropriation requests, submtted to the
controller or to the conm ssioners and supplied by themto the
controller, fromthe several county offices and agenci es,

i ncludi ng esti mates of expenditures contenplated by the
conmmi ssioners as forwarded by themto the controller.

(d) Said statements, shall be in such formand detail as the
commi ssioners direct [, shall be prepared upon a formor forns
furni shed, as provided in this subdivision, by the Departnent of
Community Affairs of the Conmonwealth]. Wth this information as
a guide, the comm ssioners shall, within a reasonable tine,
begin the preparation of a proposed budget for the succeedi ng
fiscal year.

(e) In counties not having a controller, the comm ssioners
shall prepare the statenents herei nbefore required.

Section 1782.1. Amendi ng Budget; Notice.--During the nonth
of January next follow ng any nunici pal election the
commi ssioners of any county may amend t he budget and the |evy
and tax rate to conformwi th its anended budget. A period of ten
days' public inspection at the office of the chief clerk of the
proposed anmended budget, after notice by the chief clerk to that
effect is published once in a newspaper as provided in section
110 of this act, shall intervene between the proposed anended
budget and the adoption thereof. Any anended budget nust be
adopted by county comm ssioners on or before the fifteenth day
of February.

No such proposed anended budget shall be revised upward in
excess of ten per centumin the aggregate thereof or as to an

i ndividual itemin excess of twenty-five per centum of the
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anount of such individual itemin the proposed anmended budget.

[Wthin fifteen days after the adoption of an anmended budget
the chief clerk shall file a copy thereof in the office of the
Department of Comrunity Affairs.]

Section 43 6. Section 1782.3 of the act, added August 18,
1977 (P.L.198, No.58), is anended to read:

Section 1782.3. Anmendi ng Budget, Levy and Tax Rate; Revising
Tax Duplicates; Filing.--[(a)] At any tine prior to the tine
tax duplicates are sent by the county in any year, the
conmm ssioners of any county may amend t he budget and the |evy
and tax rate and revise the tax duplicate to conformwith its
anended budget when such county shall receive unantici pated
revenues which may be expended during such county's fiscal year
where such unantici pated revenues nmay enabl e the comm ssioners
of such county to reduce the levy and tax rate to conformw th
its anended budget.

[(b) Wthin fifteen days after any anmendnent to the budget
and levy and tax rate, the comm ssioners shall file a copy
thereof in the office of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs.]

Section 54 7. Section 1783 of the act, anmended Cctober 5,
1967 (P.L.342, No.147), is anended to read:

Section 1783. Annual Budget Appropriations and Tax Rate[;
Filing Budget].--The budget shall reflect as nearly as possible
the estimated revenues and expenditures for the year for which
it is prepared. [It shall be prepared on forns provided in
accordance with this subdivision by the Departnment of Conmunity
Affairs.] The comm ssioners shall, upon adopting the budget,
adopt the appropriation nmeasures required to put it into effect,
and shall fix such rate of taxation upon the valuation of the

property taxable for county purposes as will, together with al
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ot her estimted revenues of the county, raise a sufficient sum

to nmeet the said expenditures. [Wthin fifteen days after the

adoption of the budget, the comm ssioners shall file a copy

thereof in the office of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs.]
Seetton—6-5—Fhis—aect—shatl—takeeftect—+n-60-days— <—
SECTI ON 8. ANY COUNTY WHOSE CLASSI FI CATI ON UPON THE <—

EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON WOULD BE ADVANCED FROM | TS

CLASSI FI CATI ON DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG DECADE AS A RESULT OF THE
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AMENDMENT OF SECTION 210 OF THE ACT SHALL RETAIN THE

=Y
o

CLASSI FI CATI ON OF THE COUNTY EXI STI NG DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG

=
=

DECADE UNLESS THE BOARD OF COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS OF THE COUNTY

=
N

ELECTS BY ORDI NANCE OR RESOLUTI ON TO ADVANCE | TS CLASSI FI CATI ON.

=
w

SECTION 9. PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 2002, THE GOVERNOR SHALL

H
o

NOTI FY, | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 211(B) OF THE ACT, THE BQARD

=Y
(63}

OF COUNTY COW SSI ONERS OF THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 210 OF THE

=Y
(e}

ACT AND OF THE EFFECT OF THAT AMENDVENT.

=
\l

SECTION 10. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWG:

=Y
oo

(1) THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT

=
O

| MVEDI ATELY:

N
o

(1) THE AVENDMENT OF SECTI ONS 210, 443 AND 444 OF

N
=

THE ACT.

N
N

(I'') SECTIONS 8 AND 9 OF THI S ACT.

N
w

(I11) TH S SECTI ON.

N
~

(2) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60

N
(63}

DAYS.
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